
News story: HM Courts and Tribunals
Service appoints new Non-Executive
Director

Lakh is an experienced CEO and Board Director, having spent over 30 years
leading technology businesses. He is currently a non-executive director for
the Royal Surrey County Hospital and non-executive chairman for Portsmouth
Water CCG (customer challenge group).

Commenting on the appointment, Tim Parker, chairman of the HMCTS Board said:

It’s great to welcome new talent and I’m delighted that Lakh is
joining HMCTS. He has a wealth of knowledge and experience which
will be invaluable as we continue with our reform programme.

HMCTS’ Board is responsible for overseeing the leadership and direction of
HMCTS, ensuring it delivers its aims and objectives. As a non-executive
director, Lakh will support the Board in taking forward its responsibilities.

Lakh is scheduled to attend his first HMCTS Board meeting in October.

Press release: Ash dieback found on
three new host species of tree in the
UK

The Forestry Commission is urging industry to be vigilant for signs of ash
dieback and report suspected sightings through its Tree Alert reporting
system.

The call comes after three new tree and shrub species in the same family as
ash (Oleaceae) tested positive for ash dieback (Hymenoscyphus fraxineus)
infection at the Westonbirt Arboretum, Gloucestershire.

The findings are unlikely to have a significant impact on the environment as
the newly infected species are ornamental and are not widespread or native to
the UK.

The infection was identified by staff at the arboretum on mock privet,
narrow-leaved mock privet and white fringetree – ornamental trees and shrubs
from the Mediterranean and North America. The species were found in close
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proximity to infected ash trees.

Forest Research, Great Britain’s principal organisation for forestry and tree
related research, is conducting further tests on the nature of the infection.
This includes monitoring other species in the Oleaceae family for
susceptibility to H. fraxineus infection. A number of these species have
already been tested including Osmanthus and Lilac, but were found to be
negative.

UK Chief Plant Health Officer, Professor Nicola Spence, said:

Since 2012, the Government has invested more than £6 million into
ash dieback research. These findings highlight the importance of
the Forestry Commission’s reporting system, Tree Alert, and of
arboreta and other plant collections, which play crucial roles in
supporting the UK’s world-leading plant health sector.

Landscapers, gardeners and tree practitioners should be vigilant
for signs of ash dieback on these new host species, and report
suspicious findings through Tree Alert.

Over the last five years the Government has invested in world-leading
research to advance understanding of the biology and pathology of the
disease, including sequencing the ash genome and the ash dieback fungus. It
has also funded the world’s largest screening trial for tolerant trees,
raising the possibility of an ash breeding programme in the future.

In May the Environment Secretary launched the first Tree Health Resilience
Strategy – the first major publication to come out of the 25-Year Environment
Plan. The strategy sets out a new proactive approach to tree health, with
landowners, charities, the public and government working together to take
actions to build resilience against pests and diseases to protect the
nation’s trees.

As part of this approach, a new senior cross-industry Plant Health Alliance
to strengthen biosecurity practices across industry has been established.

Arboreta also continue to play a critical role in supporting work on ash
dieback. Research by Forest Research has identified over 30 different ash
species being grown in the main arboreta of Britain which will be used in
trials to assess tolerance of these species to ash dieback.

Defra and the Forestry Commission continue to work with landowners and local
councils, as well as the plant health sector internationally, to share
experiences, identify solutions and develop action plans to deal with the
impacts of ash dieback.

To report a suspected case of ash dieback in any of these newly identified
host species, visit the Tree Alert portal.
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Press release: Ash dieback found on
three new host species of tree in the
UK

The Forestry Commission is urging industry to be vigilant for signs of ash
dieback and report suspected sightings through its Tree Alert reporting
system.

The call comes after three new tree and shrub species in the same family as
ash (Oleaceae) tested positive for ash dieback (Hymenoscyphus fraxineus)
infection at the Westonbirt Arboretum, Gloucestershire.

The findings are unlikely to have a significant impact on the environment as
the newly infected species are ornamental and are not widespread or native to
the UK.

The infection was identified by staff at the arboretum on mock privet,
narrow-leaved mock privet and white fringetree – ornamental trees and shrubs
from the Mediterranean and North America. The species were found in close
proximity to infected ash trees.

Forest Research, Great Britain’s principal organisation for forestry and tree
related research, is conducting further tests on the nature of the infection.
This includes monitoring other species in the Oleaceae family for
susceptibility to H. fraxineus infection. A number of these species have
already been tested including Osmanthus and Lilac, but were found to be
negative.

UK Chief Plant Health Officer, Professor Nicola Spence, said:

Since 2012, the Government has invested more than £6 million into
ash dieback research. These findings highlight the importance of
the Forestry Commission’s reporting system, Tree Alert, and of
arboreta and other plant collections, which play crucial roles in
supporting the UK’s world-leading plant health sector.

Landscapers, gardeners and tree practitioners should be vigilant
for signs of ash dieback on these new host species, and report
suspicious findings through Tree Alert.

Over the last five years the Government has invested in world-leading
research to advance understanding of the biology and pathology of the
disease, including sequencing the ash genome and the ash dieback fungus. It
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has also funded the world’s largest screening trial for tolerant trees,
raising the possibility of an ash breeding programme in the future.

In May the Environment Secretary launched the first Tree Health Resilience
Strategy – the first major publication to come out of the 25-Year Environment
Plan. The strategy sets out a new proactive approach to tree health, with
landowners, charities, the public and government working together to take
actions to build resilience against pests and diseases to protect the
nation’s trees.

As part of this approach, a new senior cross-industry Plant Health Alliance
to strengthen biosecurity practices across industry has been established.

Arboreta also continue to play a critical role in supporting work on ash
dieback. Research by Forest Research has identified over 30 different ash
species being grown in the main arboreta of Britain which will be used in
trials to assess tolerance of these species to ash dieback.

Defra and the Forestry Commission continue to work with landowners and local
councils, as well as the plant health sector internationally, to share
experiences, identify solutions and develop action plans to deal with the
impacts of ash dieback.

To report a suspected case of ash dieback in any of these newly identified
host species, visit the Tree Alert portal.

News story: UK science centres to
receive funding boost to inspire more
visitors to explore and discover
science

£13 million to be invested in 6 science centres across the UK to engage
more people with science as part of our modern Industrial Strategy
new immersive technology, refurbished visitor hubs and a new community
hub will aim to attract new, diverse visitors to the centres
the successful Science Centres in Scotland, Wales and England will also
use the funding to develop sustainable business models to ensure
continued success for years to come

6 Science Centres across the UK today received a £13 million injection of
funding to help attract thousands of new visitors:

Catalyst in Widnes
Dundee Science Centre
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Eureka! Mersey
Glasgow Science Centre
The National Space Centre in Leicester
Techniquest in Cardiff

These Centres will all receive new funding after presenting exciting plans to
connect with audiences and communities who don’t currently visit science
centres or engage with learning in science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM).

The funding will help each centre create new learning activities to help
reach audiences, improve their facilities and develop sustainable business
models.

The new funding will be delivered through the Inspiring Science Fund, a joint
initiative by Wellcome and the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial
Strategy. The Inspiring Science Fund aims to support under-served and
underrepresented audiences, delivering science learning and engagement
opportunities that are accessible to all through Science Centres around the
country.

Announcing the funding, Science Minister Sam Gyimah said:

We want to bring the wonders of science to as wide an audience as
possible and that’s why it is at the heart of our modern Industrial
Strategy. Today’s investment will help inspire people from across
the country to learn about the truly amazing benefits that science
and technology has on all our lives.

Simon Chaplin, Director of Culture & Society, Wellcome, said:

At Wellcome we focus on people, and our public engagement activity
is about helping everyone to play their own role in improving
health. The Inspiring Science Fund enables science centres across
the country to bring science, health and research closer to public.
We’re looking forward to seeing how the successful centres develop
and how they use this funding to involve ever more people in
science in a way that is relevant and useful to their own lives.

Notes to editors
Information about the successful centres:

Techniquest – £3,000,000

In Wales, The Science Capital will see a transformation of Techniquest,
extending it into a contemporary STEM hub, and diversifying its audiences. It
will house innovative new content, developed with businesses and academics at
the forefront of STEM in Wales and supported by a programme of community co-



production, highlighting the role STEM technologies shape the future of our
society.

The National Space Centre – £1,880,000

In the Midlands, the National Space Centre’s Extended Reality for New
Audiences project will engage disadvantaged young people from diverse
communities in Leicester in STEM subjects using exciting new immersive
technologies.

Eureka! Mersey – £3,000,000

In the north west, Eureka! will open a second visitor attraction on the
Wirral, extending their discovery-based approach for children and young
people across the Mersey region. Eureka! Mersey will be a £11 million
reinvention of the existing Spaceport attraction, creating a 21st century
science and discovery centre for 0-14 year olds.

Catalyst – £754,600

Catalyst Science centre in Widnes will launch “Catalyst for a future
generation”, exploring ground-breaking thinking about the relationship
between science and wellbeing. Involving the community and local partners in
the design of our spaces and exhibits, Catalyst will inspire a future
generation of scientists across the north west and beyond.

Dundee Science Centre – £1,455,440

In Scotland, Dundee Science Centre will be transformed into an inspiring
community hub and lifelong learning resource that brings people together and
builds capacity within the region. The spaces and programmes will be co-
designed with local communities and will feel welcoming, safe and accessible
for all. It will be a unique platform to co-create and disseminate new,
innovative methods for science engagement.

Glasgow Science Centre – £2,876,401

Glasgow Science Centre (GSC) will use the Inspiring Science Funding to
develop its indoor and outdoor exhibition spaces, facilities and
organisational culture to ensure that the centre grows to become as
inclusive, diverse and exciting for as many communities and people possible.

Further information

Inspiring Science Fund

The Inspiring Science Fund is co-funded by the Department for Business,
Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) and Wellcome. BEIS’ role will transfer
to UK Research and Innovation in 2018. The scheme supports science centres to
rethink what they do and what they offer to the public. The aims of the fund
are to revitalise the offer of existing science centres through capital



development, such as new exhibition spaces and learning centres, and the
opportunity to develop meaningful engagement with under-served and
underrepresented audiences. This opportunity to refresh how science centres
are operating will lead to more sustainable business models, and contribute
to science centre sector development through shared learning.

The Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy

The Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy brings together
responsibilities for business, industrial strategy, science, innovation,
energy and climate change. The Department is responsible for: developing and
delivering a comprehensive industrial strategy and leading the government’s
relationship with business; ensuring that the country has secure energy
supplies that are reliable, affordable and clean; ensuring the UK remains at
the leading edge of science, research and innovation; and tackling climate
change. The Inspiring Science Fund administration will soon transfer to UK
Research and Innovation (UKRI).

Industrial Strategy

Our modern Industrial Strategy sets out a long term plan to boost the
productivity and earning power of people throughout the UK. It sets out how
we are building an economy/a Britain fit for the future – how we will help
businesses create better, higher-paying jobs in every part of the UK with
investment in skills, industries and infrastructure.

Wellcome

Wellcome exists to improve health for everyone by helping great ideas to
thrive. We’re a global charitable foundation, both politically and
financially independent. We support scientists and researchers, take on big
problems, fuel imaginations, and spark debate.

UKRI

UK Research and Innovation (UKRI), the new funding organisation for research
and innovation in the UK, will succeed BEIS as co-funder of the Inspiring
Science Fund later in 2018. UKRI brings together the 7 UK research councils,
Innovate UK and a new organisation, Research England, working closely with
its partner organisations in the devolved administrations.

News story: Master and owner charged
for illegal salvage of sunken vessel

Dutch company Friendship Offshore BV has been convicted of conducting an
unlicensed salvaging operation on a sunken merchant vessel named the SS
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Harrovian in 2016. The case was heard at Newcastle Crown Court on the 26 July
2018, in a prosecution brought by the MMO.

The court heard how in August 2016 MMO officers, acting on information
relating to a vessel operating an illegal salvage of a wreck 70 miles south
west of the Isles of Scilly, were deployed to intercept and inspect the
vessel.

This inspection resulted in the discovery of approx. £90,000 worth of copper
and steel. The vessel’s master, Walter Bakker, admitted that he did not have
the relevant marine licence and demonstrated how he had dimmed the vessel’s
Automatic Identification System (AIS) in order to avoid detection. The vessel
was subsequently detained to Falmouth for further inspection.

Analysis revealed that the vessel had conducted three unlicensed salvage
operations on the wreck of the SS Harrovian. The SS Harrovian was built by
Bartram & Sons, Ltd, Sunderland in 1914 and was sunk on a voyage from New
York to Le Havre by the German submarine U-69 in the English Channel in 1916.

During the sentencing, the judge referred to the fact that the SS Harrovian
was an important heritage asset and despite being at sea, was still of
considerable heritage value.

At the initial hearing in February 2018, the defendants pleaded guilty to
charges reflecting the three unlicensed salvaging operations they conducted.
The MMO also made application for a confiscation order under the Proceeds of
Crime Confiscation Order (POCA) with the assistance of the North East
Regional Asset Recovery Team.

Walter Bakker was fined £2,000. Friendship Offshore BV was fined £6,000 and
£44,930 costs. The confiscation order against the company was agreed at
£609,086 with an actual realisable amount assessed at £190,643, to be paid
within three months.

An MMO spokesperson said:

This positive outcome was made possible by strong team working
between the MMO, Historic England and the North East Regional Asset
Recovery Team.

This case is very important and shows that we will take action
against those deliberately avoiding the required consents in order
to make a profit. The SS Harrovian is an important heritage asset
and this result sends out a clear message that vessels of this
nature should not be exploited.


