
Press release: Minister of State for
Asia and the Pacific highlights UK-
Brunei relationship, EU exit and the
UK’s future relationship with ASEAN

The British Minister of State for Asia and the Pacific, Mark Field MP,
delivered a powerful speech at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade on
his second day in Brunei. The Minister highlighted the depth of the UK and
Brunei’s longstanding and close relationship, he gave his vision for the EU
Exit and opportunities for trade and investment and the UK’s relationship
with ASEAN. Hajah Siti Norishan binti Haji Abdul Ghafor, Permanent Secretary
(Political) at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade introduced Minister
Field to the audience. After his speech, Mr Field had the opportunity to
engage in a lively discussion with policy makers and officials from the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

Minister Field is currently on a two-week, six-country tour of South East
Asia highlighting the UK’s commitment to this increasingly important region.
He described an ‘All of Asia’ policy, through which the UK engages actively
with all countries in the region, regardless of size – working together to
promote regional security, to build prosperity, and to strengthen the values
which underpin the people to people links. Since Mr Field’s appointment as
Minister for Asia and the Pacific, he has travelled all across the region,
visiting some twenty countries. By the end of his current tour, Mr Field will
have visited all ten ASEAN Member States in just over a year, demonstrating
emphatically that the UK’s All of Asia policy is broad, ambitious and
focussed on the future.

Minister Field highlighted the depth of the UK and Brunei’s longstanding and
close relationship, he gave his vision for the EU Exit and opportunities for
trade and investment and the UK’s relationship with ASEAN

Minister Field elaborated on the UK’s exit from the European Union, and the
new partnership which is being negotiated. Once outside the EU, he said that
the UK will be able to developing closer, more tailored relationships with
countries around the world.

Minister Field emphasised the importance of the UK’s existing close
relationship with ASEAN, and the UK’s intention to develop that relationship
further as it leaves the EU. He said that there was real scope to do more
with ASEAN, including right here in Brunei, on issues such as Islamic banking
and finance; the exciting new world of FinTech; or supporting capital market
development.

Minister Field noted how many key interlocutors across Asia were speaking
enthusiastically of new opportunities for bilateral co-operation with the UK,
including on free trade agreements. The UK is a long-standing champion of
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free trade as a proven means of lifting millions of people out of poverty,
particularly in Asia. Mr Field said that the UK would continue to challenge
protectionism which it saw as a real danger to global growth. Minister Field
praised the “Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans Pacific
Partnership” that Brunei and 10 other nations signed earlier this year. After
it leaves the EU, the UK will be free to consider joining such free trade
agreements.

Mr Field said that the UK’s bilateral relationship with Brunei was in
excellent shape, and he was excited to learn about new opportunities to
develop it further.

Further information

Follow Foreign Office Minister Mark Field @MarkFieldUK.

Follow the Foreign Office on Twitter @foreignoffice and Facebook.

Press release: Ministry of Justice
takes over running of HMP Birmingham

“Step-in” process will stabilise prison, inject fresh leadership and
bolster existing staff
There will be no additional cost to the taxpayer and conditions at the
prison are expected to quickly improve
Forceful action follows intensive period of Ministry of Justice measures
to compel improvements

The Ministry of Justice (MoJ) has today (20 August) taken over the running of
HMP Birmingham for an initial six-month period at no additional cost to the
taxpayer.

This follows an extended period during which HM Prison and Probation Service
(HMPPS) has worked with the operator, G4S, in an attempt to drive up
standards at the prison amid serious concerns over safety, security and
decency.

It is clear, however, that without additional support the prison will not be
able to make sufficient progress on these pressing issues which have again
been highlighted following the recent HMIP inspection. G4S accept that this
is the case.

From today, the running of the establishment will be taken over by HMPPS in
accordance with the Criminal Justice Act 1991 and as part of the contract
with G4S. However, HMPPS will work closely with G4S to ensure minimal
disruption and to reassure staff of our mutual commitment to stabilising the
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prison and putting it on a sustainable footing.

The immediate steps that will be taken include:

putting in place one of the prison service’s best governors to lead the
prison, as well as a strong senior management team
allocating experienced HMPPS officers to bolster existing staffing at
the prison; an initial 30 extra officers will be deployed
reducing the prison’s capacity by 300 places while improvement action is
underway

While HMPPS will run Birmingham for an initial six-month period, this may be
extended and the prison will not be handed back until ministers are satisfied
that sufficient progress has been made.

Justice Secretary David Gauke and the Prisons Minister have recently visited
the prison and concluded that ‘stepping in’ is the best way to make immediate
impact and begin the necessary improvements.

Prisons Minister Rory Stewart said:

What we have seen at Birmingham is unacceptable and it has become
clear that drastic action is required to bring about the
improvements we require.

This ‘step in’ means that we can provide additional resources to
the prison while insulating the taxpayer from the inevitable cost
this entails.

We have good, privately-run prisons across the country and while
Birmingham faces its own particular set of challenges, I am
absolutely clear that it must start to live up to the standards
seen elsewhere.

Press release: Support for ethnic
minority entrepreneurs helps 11,000
businesses get off the ground

Around 11,000 start-up companies have benefited from loans of up to
£25,000 since 2012 according to figures published today
government is tackling inequality by helping ensure all entrepreneurs
can access the finance they need regardless of their background
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More than 11,000 black, Asian and ethnic minority (BAME) entrepreneurs have
received government-backed Start Up Loans since 2012 according to research
published today.

Start Up Loans were introduced to tackle inequality in society by ensuring
that people from all backgrounds can access the money they need to start a
business.

Since the scheme began in 2012, more than 55,000 businesses have been
supported – equivalent to around 25 every day. More than £400 million of
finance has been provided and helped create more than 66,000 jobs. 1 in 5 of
the loans have gone to BAME recipients.

The findings underpin the value which BAME citizens add to the UK’s economy.
They also highlight how the government is working to create a strong
entrepreneurial business environment and a fairer society.

Business Minister Richard Harrington said:

Through our efforts to create a fairer society, we are ensuring
that entrepreneurs from all backgrounds can access the finance they
need to make their businesses grow and succeed.

The government is continuing to look at new ways to tackle racial
inequality in our society and make sure that everyone has the same
opportunities to progress.

The Prime Minister has previously made clear as part of the Race Disparity
Audit launched in 2016 that if an ethnic disparity cannot be explained then
there must be a change and we, as a society, must take action to tackle
injustices.

In 2017, nearly 8% of the ethnic minority population were involved in
starting or running a new business – compared to 14.5% of the white
population.

According to data published last year, 15% of workers in the UK were self-
employed in 2018. While Pakistani and Bangladeshi workers were most likely to
be self-employed, black workers were least likely to be.

While there are less black and ethnic minority entrepreneurs in the UK, the
new data shows that from 2013 to 2017, ethnic minority entrepreneurs received
start-up loans at a higher rate. Last year, 5.7 black entrepreneurs per
10,000 people received a start-up loan, compared with 2.4 white entrepreneurs
per 10,000 people.

This data shows that the government is taking action to support BAME
entrepreneurs as it works to build a society that works for everyone,
regardless of their background.

Research reveals 5% of the UK’s small businesses were majority-led by someone
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from an ethnic minority group with 90% being led by someone from a white
group. 13% of the UK population belong to a black, Asian, mixed or other
ethnic group, according to government data.

The World Bank ranks the UK one of the best places in the world to start and
grow a business with 1,100 businesses starting every day in Britain – or 1
every 75 seconds. Small and medium size businesses support more than 13
million jobs across the UK.

Notes to editors

Research forms part of Race Disparity Audit to tackle injustices and1.
inequality in society.
Statistics correct as of June 2018.2.

Press release: Need for speed drives
£9 billion superfast broadband boost

Local businesses in areas covered by the Government’s rollout of superfast
broadband have seen a combined £9 billion increase in turnover since the
boost to their broadband speed, new figures have revealed.

“The Evaluation of the Economic Impact and Public Value of the Superfast
Broadband Programme” is an independent assessment of the impact the rollout
has had in its first years (2012-2016). Key findings from the report include:

£9 billion surge in turnover for businesses benefitting from the faster
connections now available
£690 million net increase in Gross Value Added to the UK economy
A reduction of almost 9000 individuals claiming jobseekers allowance, as
well as a reduction in long term claimants by 2,500 in programme areas,
accompanied by the creation of 49,000 local jobs
Programme has delivered £12.28 benefit for businesses for every £1
invested by the Government and local authorities
Strong indication that high take up rates of Government’s superfast
programme have encouraged telecommunications industry to expand their
own commercial broadband projects.

Minister for Digital, Margot James said:

Our rollout of superfast broadband across the UK has been the most
challenging infrastructure project in a generation but is one of
our greatest successes. We are reaching thousands more homes and
businesses every week, that can now reap the clear and tangible
benefits that superfast broadband provides. We are helping to

https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/ethnicity-in-the-uk
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-need-for-speed-drives-9-billion-superfast-broadband-boost/
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-need-for-speed-drives-9-billion-superfast-broadband-boost/


ensure the downfall of the digital divide.

New figures out today also show that around 5 million homes and businesses
who would have been stuck in the digital slow lane now have access to
superfast broadband. The Government’s rollout of superfast broadband to those
areas deemed “commercially un-viable” has helped take nationwide coverage to
95.39%.

Take-up of the new technology in areas benefiting from the Government
programme is now running at 45% – more than double the expected rate. As a
result of the contracts put in place by Government, those companies rolling
out superfast broadband will now return more than £500 million in subsidies
to the public purse to be used to reach those locations not yet covered by
existing plans.

It is estimated that more than 1 million extra UK homes and businesses will
gain access to superfast speeds, taking superfast coverage to 98% of the
nation over the next few years.

Government is introducing a Universal Service Obligation that will mean
everyone in the UK has access to fast and affordable broadband by 2020, and
has recently set out plans to deliver nationwide gigabit capable (1000Mbps)
connectivity by 2033 as part of its modern industrial strategy.

Openreach CEO Clive Selley, said:

It is great to see businesses across the UK reaping the benefits of
faster broadband speeds and I’m proud of the leading role that
Openreach has played in helping to deliver the Government’s rollout
of superfast broadband – one of Britain’s great engineering
achievements. We’ve also recently introduced a raft of lower
wholesale prices to help drive higher take-up of faster fibre
services which will help to further fuel the boost to the UK
economy.

The Government’s rollout of superfast technology is an important part of the
ongoing digital transformation work designed to make it quicker and easier
for citizens to interact with Government online.

NOTES TO EDITORS

The #SmarterGov campaign has been launched to drive innovation, savings1.
and public service improvement across the public sector.
Superfast connections of 24Mbps and above allow families to watch TV on2.
multiple devices at the same time, or let children do homework while
parents do online banking and shopping. The technology is ideal for many
small businesses too, allowing bosses to run websites and buy and sell
online.



Press release: FCO Minister Mark Field
enjoys jungle walk with Minister of
Culture, Youth and Sports and engages
with young Bruneians in Tasek Lama

The British Minister of State for Asia and the Pacific at the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, Mark Field MP, had the opportunity to engage with young
Bruneian environmentalists during a jungle walk in Tasek Lama Recreational
Park, one of the oldest recreational parks in the country, accompanied by
Yang Berhormat Major General (Rtd) Dato Paduka Seri Haji Aminuddin Ihsan bin
Pehin Orang Kaya Saiful Mulok Dato Seri Paduka Haji Abidin, the Minister of
Culture, Youth and Sports.

Minister Field with Yang Berhormat Major General (Rtd) Dato Paduka Seri Haji
Aminuddin Ihsan, Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports

The two Ministers, accompanied by the British High Commissioner H.E. Richard
Lindsay, were taken on a jungle walk through Tasek Lama by a group of young
Bruneians who are passionate about the environment.

Minister Field with Yang Berhormat Dato Paduka Seri Haji Aminuddin trekking
through Tasek Lama

The Minister was delighted to be able to experience first-hand Brunei’s
beautiful natural environment. He was impressed to see the steps that are
being taken to protect the jungle habitat for Brunei’s rich biodiversity, and
noted how wonderful it was to hear how accessible the jungle is for so many
people in their bid to keep healthy and stay close to nature.

Minister Field mingling with Brunei youth environmental groups and NGOs

After the jungle walk, the Minister was introduced to a number of young
Bruneians from different environmental youth groups and NGOs. Representatives
from BruWild, Green Brunei, SCOT, Reef Check Brunei, Save Kg Ayer,
MyActionsforSDGs, Trash4Recycle and CafeHoppers got a chance to speak with
Minister Field about the work that they’re doing to protect the environment
and help fight climate change.

Minister Field with Yang Berhormat Dato Paduka Seri Haji Aminuddin, British
High Commissioner Richard Lindsay and Bruneian youth who participated in the
event

Minister Field is in Brunei until Tuesday 21 August. This is the Minister’s
first visit to Brunei since he assumed office as Minister of State in June
2017. Brunei is the third stop on his two-week, six-country visit to South
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East Asia.

Further information

More photos from the event can be found on our UKinBrunei Flickr.

Follow Foreign Office Minister Mark Field @MarkFieldUK Follow the Foreign
Office on Twitter @foreignoffice and Facebook
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