Press release: Three fined for illegal
fishing in the North East

Three people from Teesside have been fined a total of almost £1,500 after
Environment Agency officers on Bank Holiday boat patrol with Cleveland Police
caught them fishing illegally.

Maria Blyth, 30, and Adam Wakefield, 33, of Newtown Avenue in Stockton, were
both fined a total of £270 and ordered to pay costs of £127.47 and a victim
surcharge of £30 for fishing without a licence, fishing during the coarse
fishing close season, and using bait prohibited during the close season.

In a separate case Thomas Stocker, 25, of Laurel Road in Stockton, was fined
£440 and ordered to pay costs of £127.47 and a victim surcharge of £30 for
fishing during the coarse fishing close season, and using bait prohibited
during the close season.

Their cases were proved in their absence at Hull Magistrates’ Court on 9
August.

On Bank Holiday weekend, Saturday 5 May, Environment Agency Fisheries
Enforcement Officers were on boat patrol with Cleveland Police on the River
Tees, upstream of the Tees Barrage, when they saw Blyth and Wakefield fishing
at Bowesfield.

They saw Stocker fishing separately on the same stretch of river.

The fishing close season prevents fishing for coarse fish for 3 months to
give the fish a chance to breed. It runs from 15 March to 15 June inclusive.

Regular partnership work

David Shears, from the Environment Agency’s Fisheries Enforcement Team in the
North East, said:

These boat patrols are part of the regular partnership work we do
with the police to combat both rural and urban fisheries and other
environmental crime.

Combining forces in this way allows us to target crime effectively
and efficiently in locations where land-based patrols don’'t allow
for easy access.

The majority of anglers, who fish legally, rightly demand that we
take action to catch offenders. This is another example of how
working with our partners results in successful court action.

The Environment Agency urges people to report illegal fishing as quickly as
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possible by calling the incident hotline on 0800 80 70 60.

Anyone who wants to go fishing needs to buy a fishing licence. A full annual
licence costs from just £30 (short term and some concessionary licences are
also available) and are available online
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Press release: Brownies reach for the
stars with new Space badge

Girlguiding, the UK Space Agency and the Royal Astronomical Society have
teamed up to give girls and young women in the UK unique and exciting
opportunities to engage with astronomy beyond the classroom.

As part of the partnership the UK Space Agency and the Royal Astronomical
Society, through its RAS 200: Sky & Earth programme, are sponsoring and have
provided expertise to help develop the new Space badge for Brownies.

The Space interest badge aims to spark girls’ curiosity to explore the
universe around them by providing opportunities to develop the skills and
confidence to engage in astronomy, planetary and space science. Badge
activities include stargazing with the challenge of identifying
constellations on a clear night, creating a sunspot viewer and plotting a
sunspot map, and designing an astronaut training programme.

The new Space badge for Brownies. Credit: Girlguiding

The new badge, which is available to 200,000 girls aged 7 to 10, features
among the 800 newly launched Girlguiding activities and badge challenges
designed to equip over 400,000 girls and young women in guiding with the
skills and experiences they will need to thrive, succeed, make change and be
happy in the modern world.

The five-year partnership will also see girls and young women aged 5 to 25 be
able to engage in the many fun space activities taking place at Girlguiding’s
national events throughout their time in guiding — from stargazing to getting
up close to a real life space suit.

The partnership comes after Girlguiding’s Girls’ Attitudes Survey 20161
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found:

e Becoming a scientist was named as being a dream job amongst 7-10 year
old girls

e Becoming an astronaut was named as being a dream job amongst 11-16 year
old girls

e 15% of 7-10 year old girls believe STEM subjects have the image of being
more for boys, compared to over half (52%) of 11-21 year old girls

Alice Bunn, International Director at the UK Space Agency, said:

The UK space sector is booming and it’'s vital that we inspire the
next generation of scientists and engineers to work in this
fantastic industry.

The UK Space Agency is delighted to be working with Girlguiding on
this exciting new badge which will introduce young girls to the
wonders of space.

Helen Sharman, the first British astronaut, said:

It’s important that future generations continue to be inspired and
have the opportunities to explore the fascinating Universe around
us. Introduction to space, astronomy and planetary science will
help to spark that initial curiosity, which could lead to potential
careers in science and other exciting STEM subjects.

Professor Mike Cruise, the President of the Royal Astronomical Society, said:

Astronomy and space science are some of the most exciting areas in
which to work, but they still tend to be dominated by men. This
partnership with Girlguiding will help to redress the balance by
introducing girls to stars, planets and space travel from a young
age. We want to inspire girls and young women to consider careers
in these subjects, demonstrating that science is for everyone.

Jess Bond, Lead Volunteer for Girlguiding’s Programme Renewal, said:

This is a hugely exciting time for Girlguiding — it'’s
revolutionary. We’ve really listened to what girls have told us
they’d like to see and incorporated their suggestions, creating new
badges and activities and updating others so they’re relevant now
and in the future. It’s also been fantastic to have the expertise
and input from so many partners.

Our ambition is to give girls the opportunity to discover and
develop their interests, skills and confidence, take on new



challenges and have fun and adventure with their friends. We want
girls to feel equipped to take on the world.

Liddy Buswell, a member of Girlguiding’s Advocate Panel, said:

This is such an exciting time to be part of Girlguiding. Where else
would girls have the opportunity to be introduced to such a wide
range of topics from tech and STEM, aviation and archaeology to
voting or surviving in the wild? Girlguiding is all about providing
a supportive space where girls are encouraged to give activities a
go so they discover what it is they want to pursue and don’'t worry
about failing or being judged. It could even lead them to their
future career.

Girlguiding’'s new programme of activities is divided into interest badges,
skills builders, group activities and awards, all developed around six
themes: Skills for my Future, Have Adventures, Be Well, Know Myself, Express
Myself and Take Action.

The new programme is being phased in over the next twelve months and will be
fully rolled out by September 2019. For more information on the new Space
badge, programme of badges and activities visit the Girlguiding website.

News story: Master and vessel owner
ordered to pay £8,159 for fisheries
offences

The court heard that on two occasions (2 and 3 January 2017) the Jennah D
exceeded the 1% by-catch limit for bass. On the first occasion bass made up
36.02% of the total catch. On the second occasion bass made up 69.73% of the
total catch. The total quantity of bass landed during these trips was
1,198.42kgs with a value of £9630.18.

When being interviewed by MMO marine officers, Mr Davey stated he was under
the impression he was working under 2016 rules, but it was pointed out that
MMO offices were open on 3 January 2017 to answer any queries and full
guidance had been published on the website on 29 December 2016.

Mr Davey pleaded guilty and was ordered to pay a fine of £4,699, costs of
£3,290.40 and a £170 victim surcharge.

A spokesperson for the MMO said:
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Bass conservation is vital and this case highlights the importance
of keeping up to date with the latest rules and regulations.

In cases like these the MMO will always take proportionate and
appropriate action, including prosecution, to ensure offenders do
not profit from such illegal activity and to protect fish stocks
for the wider fishing industry and future generations.

Press release: £600 fine for man found
fishing without a licence near
Doncaster

A 28-year old man from Rotherham, has been successfully prosecuted after
being found guilty of fishing without a licence and providing false details
to an officer in April 2018.

The case was brought to Hull & Holderness Magistrates Court by the
Environment Agency on 9 August 2018, where Simon Carr, of Pear Tree Avenue,
Bramley, Rotherham was found guilty and ordered to pay a total penalty of
almost £600.

The penalty includes a fine of £440 plus costs of £127 and a victim surcharge
of £30 after Simon Carr was found in breach of the Salmon and Freshwater
Fisheries Act (1975) on 29 April 2018 at Banks End Fisheries in Blaxton,
Westwoodside, near Doncaster.

Following the verdict, James Anderson, Fisheries Enforcement Officer for the
Environment Agency said:

The case acts as a reminder to anglers of the importance of having
a fishing licence. We hope it will also provide a deterrent to any
angler who is thinking of fishing without a licence or providing
false details to an officer. Although the angler initially gave us
false details, we were quickly able to trace him through a check of
his car registration. The case also shows anglers how seriously the
courts take these offences.

All of the money raised from fishing licence sales is used to
protect and improve fish stocks and fisheries, benefitting anglers
and, for those caught cheating the system, we will always
prosecute.

Every year across the country, thousands of anglers are prosecuted for not
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having a fishing licence. As well as cheating other anglers, fishing
illegally can carry a hefty penalty. Getting caught without a licence could
land a fine of up to £2,500.

Any angler aged 13 or over, fishing on a river, canal or still water needs a
licence. A 1-day licence costs from just £6 and an annual licence costs from
just £30 (concessions available). Licences are available from GOV.UK or by
calling the Environment Agency on 0344 800 5386 between 8am and 6pm, Monday
to Friday.

Anyone with information about illegal fishing activities can contact the
Environment Agency Incident Hotline on 0800 80 70 60 or anonymously to
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.
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