
Press release: Charity regulator finds
serious failings at unregistered
organisation

The Commission reports today on its inquiry into Global Welfare Project which
found that the organisation’s trustees failed to account for significant sums
of charitable funds donated to it.

Global Welfare Project’s website described itself as a charity set up to help
provide various forms of aid to Syria including water and sanitation, aid
containers, and support to hospitals, orphans and widows.

In 2014 the Commission was notified by West Yorkshire Police of an
organisation operating under the name Global Welfare Project which was
appealing for donations from the public for charitable purposes. The
Commission confirmed to the police that it was not a registered charity, nor
had an application been received to register it. The Police conducted an
investigation regarding individuals connected with the Organisation, which
concluded in 2016.

Global Welfare Project was found to be using the registration number of
another registered charity when it solicited donations from the public. The
Commission found that the use of another charity’s registration number as its
own was misleading. It is an offence to solicit money or other property with
a representation that an organisation is a charity registered with the
Commission.

On 19 May 2014 the Commission opened a statutory inquiry into the
organisation. Shortly after that, the organisation made an application to
register as a charity, but the Commission put that application on hold due to
the ongoing Police investigation.

The inquiry issued an order under section 76 (3)(d) of the Charities Act 2011
preventing any funds being withdrawn or transferred from Global Welfare
Project’s bank account unless authorised by the Commission.

As set out in the report, the inquiry found that the individuals running the
organisation did not fulfil key duties under charity law by failing to
maintain full and accurate financial records.

As a result of the inquiry, the remaining funds in the organisation’s bank
account have since been applied, under section 85 of the Charities Act 2011,
to a charity whose purposes are similar to that of Global Welfare Project’s.

Michelle Russell, Director of Investigations,
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Monitoring and Enforcement at the Charity
Commission said:
“Charities rightly have special status within our society. Our report makes
clear that those individuals who held funds on behalf of the organisation
were trustees of charitable funds with the duties of charity trustees. We
found that they failed to monitor and fully account for the funds that were
applied which is why we intervened to ensure the remaining funds are properly
applied.

“This case serves as a reminder to trustees of charitable funds, that they
must comply with charity law, and their behaviour has an impact on public
trust and confidence in the charity sector.”

Ends

Notes to Editors:
Section 76 (3)(d) of the Charities Act 2011 allows the Commission to1.
direct those holding charity property not to part with it without the
Commission’s prior consent.
Section 85 of the Charities Act 2011 allows the Commission to direct2.
those holding charity property to apply it.
It is an offence under section 63 of the Charities Act 1992 to solicit3.
money or other property with the representation that it is for the
benefit of an institution registered with the Commission when it is not.

Research and analysis: African swine
fever in wild boar in Belgium

Updated: Added updated outbreak assessment (27 September 2018).

Preliminary and updated outbreak assessments for African swine fever in wild
boar in the Luxembourg region, Belgium.

News story: Parole Board welcomes
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Victims Strategy

The Parole Board is pleased to see the publication of the Victims Strategy, a
cross-government strategy focussed on ensuring victims receive the support
they need throughout their experience of the criminal justice system.

The Victims Strategy will give Victim Liaison Officers new training to
deliver support to victims, and improve information given to victims about
the Victim Contact Service and Victim Personal Statements, which is very much
welcomed by the Parole Board.

We look forward to working with colleagues across the Criminal Justice System
to ensure we deliver the Victims Strategy. Indeed, we have already
contributed to the publication of the Joint Agency Guide to the Victim
Personal Statement.

We were also pleased to see plans to consult on a revised Victims’ Code to
ensure it better reflects the needs and rights of victims, and the changing
nature of crime.

Further information on the Parole Board’s commitment to victims of crime can
be found on our website.

Published 14 September 2018

News story: Human Rights Council 39:
UK statement for the Item 3 General
Debate

Thank you, Mr Vice President,

The United Kingdom welcomes the attention given by the High Commissioner, and
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by this Council, to the safety of journalists. The ability to speak truth to
power, to give a voice to the vulnerable and to shine a light on abuses and
violations is an important element in protecting human rights.

Too often, such work is undermined by violence, intimidation and excessive
restrictions. Already in 2018, an estimated 66 journalists and media workers
have been killed. Over 300 have been imprisoned.

The UK continues to call for the immediate release of the two Reuters
journalists sentenced to seven years’ imprisonment in Burma/Myanmar for
reporting on human rights violations in Rakhine State. Their investigations
revealed atrocities similar to those uncovered by the UN’s Fact Finding
Mission established by this Council. The verdict has undermined both freedom
of the media and the rule of law in Burma/Myanmar.

Despite ratifying the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
which safeguards freedom of expression, Iran continues to impose restrictions
on journalists. The intimidation of BBC Persian employees and their families
has rightly been condemned internationally. We call on Iran to drop the
criminal charges against BBC Persian staff and cease harassment of all
journalists and their families.

In Afghanistan 10 journalists lost their lives in a single day earlier this
year. Another two were killed this month as they reported on an earlier
attack, a stark reminder of the bravery of journalists operating in conflict
environments.

In Russia, attacks on journalists continue with impunity. Activists and
journalists are often faced with threats, intimidation, harassment and
violence including murder.

Mr Vice President,

We call on governments to take all viable measures to ensure the safety and
security of journalists and media workers, and to end the impunity for crimes
against them.

Thank you Mr Vice President.

News story: Four awards in one week
for Direct Rail Services

The Class 88 locomotive was described as a potential ‘game-changer’ in terms
of electric freight train operation.

The Class 88, built by Stadler, is an electric locomotive that also boasts a
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powerful 750kW Caterpillar diesel engine which provides unrivalled
flexibility allowing it to run on electrified and non-electrified parts of
the rail network.

DRS, subsidiary of the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority, is using single
Class 88 locomotives on its intermodal freight services which run daily
between Daventry and Mossend.

Class 88s have also been used to operate DRS’s nuclear flask services
nationwide, using electric power on the West and East Coast Mainlines and
diesel power for long stretches of track that aren’t electrified.

The judges felt that the Class 88 has provided an excellent solution to
efficient freight train operation into rail terminals. The ability to use
metered electric power where available has also achieved considerable fuel
cost savings.

Golborne Jn 2017 8 26 88005 0640 Daventry – Mossend Euroterminal David Clough

This latest success comes hot on the heels of the Rail Freight Group Awards
on Tuesday, where DRS received the ‘Business of the Year’ award. This
accolade is presented to the company that the judges consider to be the
overall best performing business in the rail freight sector.

Chris Connelly, Chief Operating Officer for DRS, said:

The DRS team is incredibly proud of the awards it has won over the
past few days.



The recognition is testament to what can be achieved through
effective teamwork together with huge support from our customers
and suppliers. I would like to give my personal thanks to everyone
involved as we look forward to many more exciting times ahead.

Judges said that DRS is a company that has shown excellence in several key
areas this year and had “demonstrated a commitment to designing and implement
exactly the right services for each customer, as well as introducing a very
progressive staff development structure.” This had included giving office-
based staff the chance to start a new career as train drivers.

Judges added:

Managing director, Debbie Francis, is at the forefront of
championing the cause of rail freight in the wider business
community and the role of women within the rail industry itself.
The company shows an outstanding commitment to its customers,
employees and the wider community.

This was not the only award on the night, DRS worked with Eddie Stobart
Limited, to introduce a seasonal train in just two weeks in October 2017 to
win the Customer Care Award.

DRS was also runner up in the ‘Community and Environmental Responsibility’
award for their efforts with the annual charity open day, sponsorship and
donations fund and volunteer work in the community.


