
Press release: Lower Thames Crossing
opens its doors at first of sixty
public events

People who live, work and travel across Kent, Thurrock, Essex and beyond are
being invited to shape plans for Britain’s biggest road tunnel as Highways
England hosts the first of 60 public engagement events on the multi-billion
pound Lower Thames Crossing project today (Tuesday 16 October).

A consultation was launched last week into updated proposals for the project,
a new 14.5 mile road linking the M2 in Kent with the M25 in Essex, including
a 2.4 mile tunnel under the river. Starting this week, the project team are
taking to the road to meet local people, explain the plans and answer
questions.

Today’s event, at Orsett in Essex is one of 25 public information events
being held over the coming weeks, along with pop up stalls and visits by the
team’s mobile visitor centre to various locations across Essex, Thurrock and
Kent.

Businesses and organisations from across the region have welcomed the plans,
which will nearly double road capacity across the Thames while halving some
journey times at the existing Dartford Crossing, where traffic will be
reduced by almost a quarter.

Highways England Project Director for the Lower Thames Crossing, Tim Jones,
said:

The Lower Thames Crossing will be among the biggest and most
complex new roads ever built in the UK, and we are providing a wide
range of information about the project, its impacts and benefits.
We want to help people understand the proposals and have their say
to help shape the plans. These events are an excellent opportunity
to do just that.

People will be able to see the changes we’ve made since the
preferred route was announced last year, and how we’ve responded to
the feedback we’ve received. And of course they will be able to put
questions directly to members of the project team. I encourage
anyone with an interest to come along to one of our events to make
sure their voice is heard in this once-in-a-generation opportunity
for Britain’s roads.

Councils and business and industry groups from across the region have
reiterated support for the project as the consultation gets underway.

Leader of Medway Council, Cllr Alan Jarrett, said:
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We fully support the proposal for an additional crossing and
investment in the wider road network. A Lower Thames Crossing will
not only reduce congestion on the Dartford Crossing, but it will
also bring with it economic benefits to both sides of the river; it
will bring more visitors into the south-east and would benefit
commuters.

Medway is fast becoming known as the new economic powerhouse for
the south-east, and although we already have great transport
connections, such as a high speed rail service into central London,
a new crossing will be a major catalyst to drive further economic
development.

We will be submitting a response to Highways England’s consultation
and would encourage residents and businesses to attend a
consultation event to find out more about the proposal and how the
crossing would affect them, as well as provide their feedback.

How the northern portal of the Lower Thames Crossing, in Essex, will look

Cllr Peter Fleming, Leader of Sevenoaks District Council, said:

“The importance to the Sevenoaks District of the Lower Thames Crossing cannot
be underestimated. The potential reduction in HGV movements both in and
through the District and the subsequent reductions in congestion and
improvement in air quality are just some of the benefits that will accrue our
communities and businesses after the crossing is delivered.”

Cllr Roy Whitehead, leader of Chelmsford City Council said:

Chelmsford City Council welcomes the opportunity to comment on
Highways England’s latest consultation on the Lower Thames
Crossing. Providing another strategic crossing of the River Thames
is crucial in relieving the existing congested bottleneck at the
Dartford Crossing and will provide a catalyst for further economic
growth in Chelmsford and across Essex.

Cllr Teresa O’Neill OBE, leader of the London Borough of Bexley said:

The Thames Gateway is poised to help the country and the capital
prosper and grow. Transport infrastructure – including river
crossings – it essential for this to happen, so I welcome this
consultation and the prospect of investment in this important
project.

Christian Brodie, Chair of the South East Local Enterprise Partnership
(SELEP), said:



This marks the important next step for this urgently needed and
game changing project which will help us drive forward the economy
of the South East. I would urge every business to back this vital
investment in infrastructure and participate in the consultation.

Denise Rossiter, Chief Executive Officer of Essex Chambers of Commerce, said:

We are extremely pleased that this important Consultation has been
launched for a ten-week period. Essex Chambers have strongly
supported the need for a Lower Thames Crossing from the very start.
The time now is for businesses to have their say and we would
encourage you to visit the Lower Thames Crossing website to learn
more about this fantastic project that will help Essex prosper
economically, logistically and be a global leader.

Jo James, Chief Executive Officer of Kent Chambers of Commerce, said:

The Lower Thames Crossing will open up new opportunities, enabling
businesses across Kent and the wider South East to achieve their
growth potential and will have a significant impact on our future
prosperity.

As the ten-week consultation opens, I would strongly urge
businesses to put their views forward by responding to the
consultation.

Malcolm Bingham, the Freight Transport Association’s Head of Road Network
Policy, said:

FTA, which represents more than 17,000 logistics businesses, urges
government to press ahead with construction of the Lower Thames
Crossing as soon as possible to ease congestion and improve road
capacity in this area. Traffic congestion at the Dartford Crossing
is already unbearably high and it is predicted to return to pre-
Dart Charge levels by 2020. The M2/M25 route is a vital cog in the
country’s freight machine and it must continue to work as smoothly
as possible to ensure that British companies can trade without
delays both domestically and internationally.

Richard Christian, Head of Policy and Communications, Port of Dover, said:

The UK’s reliance upon continued frictionless trade at the Port of
Dover has been accepted at the heart of Government. So has the need
to preserve it. For a port handling £122bn or 17 per cent of the
UK’s trade in goods, and with half of that trade moving beyond
London to keep factories busy and shops full in the Midlands and



the North, the Lower Thames Crossing is an investment in the long-
term economic success of the UK as a whole. The Port continues to
press hard for a Government commitment to other complementary
strategic investments such as the dualling of the A2 to Dover
which, together with the Lower Thames Crossing, will help protect
jobs and livelihoods, keep traffic flowing and prices low for
British consumers.

Glyn Jones, Chief Executive Officer, Stobart Aviation, said:

Stobart Group is proud to support this visionary and important
infrastructure project. It will make a major contribution to
sustainable growth and significantly enhance mobility for both
people and goods across the river. We look forward to working with
colleagues in the Lower Thames Crossing team to help deliver this
transformational scheme.

Since the preferred route announcement by Transport Minister Chris Grayling
MP in April 2017, changes were made to reflect feedback including:

making the whole route three lanes, not two
introducing a new rest and service area west of East Tilbury
a new design for the Tilbury junction, removing the proposed Tilbury
link road to reduce traffic on the local road network
extending the tunnel so the tunnel entrance in Kent is 600 metres
further south to reduce the visual impact and protect access to a
community church
lowering road by five to six metres in places to reduce its visual
impact
moving the road 80 metres further east where is passes Chadwell St Mary
to increase the distance from residential properties

All information is also available on the consultation page.

The consultation period runs until Thursday 20 December.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

https://highwaysengland.citizenspace.com/ltc/consultation/


News story: NHS to reuse more medical
equipment

Minister of State for Health Steve Barclay has urged NHS staff to accept
patients’ unwanted medical equipment and reuse it, where safe to do so.

The move is part of plans to reduce the NHS carbon footprint and put a stop
to nearly-new crutches and wheelchairs being thrown away or left unused in
homes, rather than reused or recycled.

This supports the long-term plan for the NHS by reinvesting savings into
frontline care for patients and staff. The move also boosts efforts to
promote a ‘greener NHS’ and help local charities.

Some hospitals already recycle equipment, using innovative approaches to
ensure money spent on medical equipment is not wasted. These schemes include:

Mid Essex Hospital Services NHS Trust – runs a scheme to reuse returned
walking aids, such as frames and crutches. Returned items are examined,
decontaminated and reused or recycled. Last year 21% of crutches and 61%
of frames were returned. This saw over 2,000 pieces of equipment reused
and generated savings of over £25,000

Airedale NHS Foundation Trust – a project run by the trust and shared
across local areas has seen over 800 wheelchairs recycled by the
charities for use overseas, including in Eastern Europe, Africa, Asia
and the Pacific

University Hospitals Coventry and Warwickshire NHS Trust – a scheme to
change the types of container it used for ‘sharps’, moving from
disposable containers to long-span bins which last for 10 years, helping
to save around £20,000 per year

Mid Essex Hospital Services NHS Trust also operates a furniture reuse scheme,
distributing unneeded equipment to local care homes and donating items to
charity where local reuse is not possible. Last year this helped avoid 8
tonnes of waste.

Health Minister Steve Barclay said:

There are some great examples of hospitals already reusing vital
medical equipment ‒ such as wheelchairs and walking aids ‒ and we
want to see more of this across the country. In too many instances,
however, medical equipment is being used once and then thrown away
at a time when the public is increasingly aware of the impact of
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waste on the environment.

Patients should be able to return the countless pairs of perfectly
good crutches sitting unused in the corner of living rooms across
the country and know they will be put to good use helping others,
either in the NHS or elsewhere through charity donations.

It is not only the kind of creativity and common sense the public
wants to see from the NHS, but will also help ensure equipment is
used in an environmentally friendly way and that taxpayers’ money
is spent wisely – a crucial part of our long-term plan for the NHS.

Press release: G7 Foreign Ministers’
Statement on Disappearance of Jamal
Khashoggi

The G7 Foreign Ministers said:

We, the G7 Foreign Ministers, of Canada, France, Germany, Italy,
Japan, the United Kingdom, the United States of America, and the
High Representative of the European Union, affirm our commitment to
defending freedom of expression and protection of a free press.

We remain very troubled by the disappearance of prominent Saudi
journalist Jamal Khashoggi. Those bearing responsibility for his
disappearance must be held to account.

We encourage Turkish-Saudi collaboration and look forward to the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia conducting a thorough, credible,
transparent, and prompt investigation, as announced.

Further information
Follow the Foreign Secretary on Twitter @Jeremy_Hunt

Follow the Foreign Office on Twitter @foreignoffice and Facebook

Follow the Foreign Office on Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn
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Press release: Regulator seizes almost
10,000 unsafe STI + HIV test kits

Almost 10,000 sexually transmitted infection (STI) and HIV test kits which
could give unreliable and false results have been seized by the Medicines and
Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) since 2015. Today the Agency are
warning people to make sure that they are purchasing from safe and legitimate
sources and avoid fake STI and HIV test kits which could give unreliable and
false results.

Fake test kits could potentially give false negatives and lead to an increase
in diseases such as chlamydia, syphilis and gonorrhoea as well as HIV. A
false negative test result occurs when the test shows negative and the person
is instead positive.

Online marketplaces are a known avenue where potentially unsafe test kits are
being sold. While MHRA works with companies to remove these types of products
from sale, the next stage of the #FakeMeds campaign intends to educate people
buying STI & HIV test kits online.

Do not use any kit that has not been sealed, that has damaged packaging or is
outside of its expiry date.

Make sure that the instructions for use are clear, easy to follow and written
in understandable language.

If you have any concerns about the quality of a self-test kit, report it to
the MHRA using the Yellow Card Scheme.

Approved self-testing kits carry a CE mark – this shows that they have gone
through the proper regulatory processes and, when used in accordance with
their instructions, are safe to use. Approved kits should also clearly state
they are intended for use as self-tests.

Separate MHRA research has revealed people are prepared to buy risky products
over the internet.

25% of young people1 have bought medical products online in the past 12
months and almost 1 in 10 (9%) admitted to buying products they knew, or
strongly suspected, to be falsified.

More than 6 in 10 of those surveyed (63%) bought STI test kits after reading
articles about home testing kits on a website, forum or blog and 64% wanted
to avoid the embarrassment of buying the kits in a shop or pharmacy.

MHRA’s Devices Group Manager, Graeme Tunbridge:
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Know what you’re buying by purchasing self-test kits and other
medical devices from a safe and legitimate provider. Look for the
distance selling logo which means that the supplier is registered
with the MHRA to sell medicines to the public and has been
accredited as a legitimate source. Make sure that the test is easy
to use and has clear instructions.

Alternatively, if you are buying a medicine online look for the
distance selling logo, which means that the supplier is registered
with the MHRA to sell medicines to the public and has been
accredited as a legitimate source.

Michael Brady, Medical Director, Terrence Higgins Trust said:

It’s great that medical advances now mean there are increasingly
more HIV and STI testing options available online. Improving
access, choice and convenience of where and how to test are key
components of our approach to HIV prevention and tackling STIs.

It is extremely worrying to hear about illegal and fake test kits
being advertised online and THT supports the #FakeMeds campaign
from the MHRA. We agree that it’s really important for people to
know that what they’re purchasing is safe, effective and will
reliably diagnose or exclude STIS and HIV.

Dr Oscar quote:

It is terrifying that there are so many fake and dangerous STI test
kits out there, which could cause people to unwittingly spread
infections and diseases.

Be safe and make sure you are buying legitimate products.

“If you suspect you may have an STI, please visit your local GP or
healthcare professional – it’s much better to be safe than sorry.”

1 MHRA qualitative research of 1,009 18-30 year olds.


