
News story: Government sets out plans
to support underperforming schools

Underperforming schools in England are set to receive extra support under
Government plans to raise standards in classrooms across the country.

Following a pledge by the Secretary of State to simplify the school
accountability system, giving teachers freedom to get on with their job
without interference, Schools Minister Lord Agnew has today (9 November) set
out how the department will support schools that are underperforming and how
they will be identified.

From today, the following measures will be used to identify schools that need
additional support. They include:

the floor and coasting standards being used as ways to identify schools
that need help, rather than as triggers for intervention ahead of an
academy conversion;
where a school is struggling it will receive support from a high-
performing school leader, as well as access to up to £16,000 for the
small number of schools judged as ‘Requires Improvement’ in their last
two Ofsted inspections; and
the ‘coasting’ measure will no longer be used as the starting point of a
formal intervention – this was a key pledge by the Education Secretary
during a speech to school leaders earlier this year.

Regional Schools Commissioners will no longer issue warning notices to
schools on educational grounds unless they have been rated inadequate by
Ofsted.

Today’s changes come ahead of a formal consultation in the New Year looking
at whether the floor and coasting standards used to judge school performance
should be replaced by a single measure.

Minister for the School System, Lord Agnew, said:

Standards in our schools have risen, with the proportion of pupils
in good or outstanding schools up from 66% in 2010 to 86% in 2018.

Today’s changes will simplify the school accountability system so
teachers and school leaders know where they stand and simplify a
system that we know can be a concern amongst the profession.

Where a school is struggling, we will aim to take swift action,
providing practical hands on support and, where necessary, more
formal steps.

The support that we are offering will be focused around delivering
support that can be embedded into a school’s teaching programme for
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the long term.

The changes confirmed today will make the school system easier for school
leaders and parents to understand.

Schools that meet the criteria for extra support will be able to do so in two
ways:

Up to three days’ support from a designated National Leader of Education
(NLE) who will work with the senior leadership of the school or trust to
identify their specific needs and ways these can be addressed through
DfE funded programmes; and
For those also judged as ‘Requires Improvement’ in their last two Ofsted
inspections, an additional offer of up to £16,000 that can be put
towards the costs of implementing the activity agreed between the NLE
and school.

Paul Whiteman, General Secretary of the National Association of Head Teachers
(NAHT), said:

Today’s announcement is a welcome clarification of the promises
made by the Secretary of State at our annual conference in May this
year. It also marks a significant point in the ongoing work between
NAHT and the DfE to address some of the big concerns of school
leaders.

Accountability is obviously a key concern, and today’s announcement
clears up some of the confusion regarding the roles of Ofsted and
RSCs, as well as providing much needed reassurance that schools
seeking to improve will receive support rather than sanction. This
is an important step forward, and consistent with the findings of
our Improving School Accountability report which was published in
September.

Richard Gill, National Leader of Education and Member of the Teaching Schools
Council, said:

This programme of support, coordinated by the Teaching Schools
Council, will ensure that there is greater collaboration across our
regions with the aim of providing bespoke support where needed,
ensuring that more children and young people can attend a great
school.

This will also support the self-improving system which relies on
effective leaders working beyond their own schools to make
improvements to the wider school landscape.

Today’s announcements follow the Education Secretary’s commitment with



teaching unions and Ofsted to strip away unnecessary workload for teachers,
and are part of a drive led by the Education Secretary to trust the best
school leaders to make decisions in their staff and pupils’ best interest.

News story: Cutting-edge digital map
to boost Midlands engine

Local business and council leaders across the Midlands will receive up to
£1.5 million to pioneer cutting-edge technology to identify the best
investment and regeneration opportunities across the area.

The Midlands Engine Partnership, in collaboration with the Geospatial
Commission, will use the funding to develop a digital map of the region
combining vast amounts of existing public and private sector data linked to
location – covering infrastructure, local services, housing and other
developments.

Bringing this information about the Midlands together in one place for the
first time will allow for better, faster and more informed decisions around
health, education, housing, trade and tourism.

The move will help create jobs, benefit the local economy and increase
productivity. For example, land earmarked for housebuilding could be
identified by other sectors as an opportunity to invest in developing nearby
public assets, such as a school or office complex, as well as installing
next-generation technologies, such as 5G connectivity.

On a visit to Derby, the Exchequer Secretary to the Treasury, Robert Jenrick,
said:

In last week’s Budget, the Chancellor pledged to fuel the Midlands
Engine and back the region’s growth and today we are building on
that.

By opening up this valuable data to both investors and developers
we will create greater opportunities across the Midlands in vital
areas like housebuilding.

Through the harnessing of this data, we are encouraging both public
and private sectors to work in smarter, more joined-up ways that
will create jobs, boost productivity and grow the economy here in
Derby and across the Midlands.

The work is part of the government’s drive to maximise the value of data
linked to locations, which could generate £11 billion a year. The work is led
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by the Geospatial Commission and was announced by the Chancellor in November
2017.

Cabinet Office Minister for Implementation, Oliver Dowden MP, said:

This project will further cement the UK’s place as a geospatial
world leader, once again showing our commitment to providing more
opportunities for tech companies to flourish, including small
businesses.

Technology using this location data is revolutionising our economy.
From navigating public transport to tracking supply chains and
planning efficient delivery routes, these digital services are set
to become part of everyday life and business in the Midlands.

Midlands Engine Chairman Sir John Peace said:

This really is great news for everyone in the Midlands Engine
Partnership. This will fund an invaluable one-stop digital map for
local authorities that will allow them to work much faster and more
efficiently.

At the Midlands Engine we have committed to supporting the build of
600,000 new homes in the next 15 years. This is an ambitious target
and the tool will support local authorities by giving them the
information that they need to identify suitable development sites
and work in a more joined-up way.

The mapping tool will also allow faster and more informed decisions
with ready access to maps of utilities, surgeries and educational
establishments.

Further information

The Chancellor announced in November 2017 a new Geospatial Commission to
maximise the value of all UK government data linked to location, and to
create jobs and growth in a modern economy.

Funding from the Geospatial Commission is subject to business case
approval, and will cover initial start up costs and the first year of
operation, with a view to the map becoming self-sustaining after this
point

A similar initiative was recently undertaken by Greater Manchester
Combined Authority, which developed a digital map of assets and
investment. It is estimated that the map saves planners and developers
between one and three hours every time it is used. See the Greater
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Manchester Open Data Infrastructure Map online.

Through the Midlands Engine Strategy, the government has set out its
commitment to making the Midlands an even better place to live, work,
study and do business. The strategy, launched last year, includes £20
million for the Midlands Skills Challenge to make sure that everyone
across the region is equipped with the skills they need to thrive, as
well as £4 million to support the Midlands Engine Partnership.

The government is also backing the Midlands through investment in vital
transport links, such as HS2 which will include a new East Midlands
station between Nottingham and Derby.

Last year, the West Midlands Combined Mayoral Authority received £250
million as part of the Transforming Cities Fund towards upgrading
transport infrastructure. At the Budget, this fund was extended to
22/23, providing a further £71.5 million for the West Midlands. The
Derby and Nottingham city region, Leicester and Stoke-on-Trent were
recently shortlisted for a share of the £1.3 billion competitive element
of the fund.

Press release: Kristallnacht 80 years
on

To mark the 80th anniversary of Kristallnacht, the UK Holocaust Memorial
Foundation has today (9 November 2018) released a short film with exclusive
testimony from 6 British survivors of the Holocaust.

On the 9 and 10 November 1938, Jewish communities in Germany and throughout
Nazi occupied territories faced widespread state-sponsored violence against
their businesses, homes and places of worship. The pogrom became known as
Kristallnacht (in English, crystal night) after the smashed glass that
littered the streets on the morning of the 10 November.

Over the course of the evening an estimated 30,000 Jewish men were arrested
and incarcerated in concentration camps, including Dachau and Buchenwald.

The UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation set out in 2015 to record the testimony
of British survivors of the Holocaust. In interviews with broadcaster Natasha
Kaplinsky, survivors recall their experiences of Kristallnacht and the
aftermath of the violence on their daily lives, their families and their
wider communities.
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Watch British Holocaust survivors recall their memories of Kristallnacht

UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation co-Chair Ed Balls said:

Kristallnacht was a moment where prejudice turned into violence,
and it is right 80 years on, that we examine this vicious
escalation of the Nazi campaign against Jewish communities in
Europe.

By understanding the steps that lead up to the Holocaust, we are
can remain vigilant to any attempt to create divisions and stir up
hate in our society today.

UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation co-Chair Lord Pickles said:

The Foundation was set up to increase the visibility and scope of
Holocaust education in the United Kingdom, securing the legacy of
the British Holocaust survivors who have dedicated their lives to
educating the future generation on where prejudice, intolerance and
hatred can lead.

Our hope is that the short film released today, with moving
testimony from men and women who recall the impact of Kristallnacht
on their own communities, is a small step in achieving these aims.

The aftermath of Kristallnacht
Kristallnacht was a turning point in the Nazi persecution of the Jewish
communities in their territories. The events of the pogrom, widely reported
in the international press, lead to a wide range of responses.

British Jewish community organisations and charities, including World Jewish
Relief, rallied the UK government to allow the transport of children from
Germany and Austria to the United Kingdom. Less than a month after the
shocking events of Kristallnacht, on 2 December 1938, the first group of
children arrived on British shores to be placed with foster families.
Ultimately, 10,000 child refugees entered the country in what came to be
known as Kindertransport.
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To mark the 80th anniversary of Kristallnacht, the UK Holocaust Memorial
Foundation has today (9 November 2018) released a short film with exclusive
testimony from 6 British survivors of the Holocaust.

On the 9 and 10 November 1938, Jewish communities in Germany and throughout
Nazi occupied territories faced widespread state-sponsored violence against
their businesses, homes and places of worship. The pogrom became known as
Kristallnacht (in English, crystal night) after the smashed glass that
littered the streets on the morning of the 10 November.

Over the course of the evening an estimated 30,000 Jewish men were arrested
and incarcerated in concentration camps, including Dachau and Buchenwald.

The UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation set out in 2015 to record the testimony
of British survivors of the Holocaust. In interviews with broadcaster Natasha
Kaplinsky, survivors recall their experiences of Kristallnacht and the
aftermath of the violence on their daily lives, their families and their
wider communities.

UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation co-Chair Ed Balls said:

Kristallnacht was a moment where prejudice turned into violence,
and it is right 80 years on, that we examine this vicious
escalation of the Nazi campaign against Jewish communities in
Europe.

By understanding the steps that lead up to the Holocaust, we are
can remain vigilant to any attempt to create divisions and stir up
hate in our society today.

UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation co-Chair Lord Pickles said:

The Foundation was set up to increase the visibility and scope of
Holocaust education in the United Kingdom, securing the legacy of
the British Holocaust survivors who have dedicated their lives to
educating the future generation on where prejudice, intolerance and
hatred can lead.

Our hope is that the short film released today, with moving
testimony from men and women who recall the impact of Kristallnacht
on their own communities, is a small step in achieving these aims.

Kristallnacht was a turning point in the Nazi persecution of the Jewish
communities in their territories. The events of the pogrom, widely reported
in the international press, lead to a wide range of responses.
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British Jewish community organisations and charities, including World Jewish
Relief, rallied the UK government to allow the transport of children from
Germany and Austria to the United Kingdom. Less than a month after the
shocking events of Kristallnacht, on 2 December 1938, the first group of
children arrived on British shores to be placed with foster families.
Ultimately, 10,000 child refugees entered the country in what came to be
known as Kindertransport.

News story: Four fishermen rescued
after vessel capsized in English
channel

On the afternoon of 07 November HM Coastguard received a call from a merchant
vessel reporting that they could see a capsized fishing vessel with two
people sitting on the hull and two people in the water in the south west lane
of the English Channel. HM Coastguard also received a distress alert
transmitted from the fishing vessel’s EPIRB.

The HM Coastguard Lydd search and rescue helicopter was immediately launched,
as well as the Eastbourne and Newhaven RNLI all weather lifeboats to the
scene.

A mayday relay broadcast was also issued by HM Coastguard asking all vessels
in the area to assist if they were nearby. Many vessels responded to the
broadcast and also made their way to the scene.

The merchant vessel, who reported the incident, picked up two persons from
the water and the two people on the hull were picked up by the HM Coastguard
helicopter.

Kaimes Beasley, duty controller for HM Coastguard said: ‘This was a very
successful outcome to what could have been a tragic one. There was a huge
effort to rescue these four men in near gale force conditions in the English
Channel. Thankfully, all four fishermen have been picked up and despite being
cold and wet are otherwise safe and well.

The rescued crew were taken to Dover coastguard station where they were
assessed by the HM Coastguard Lydd helicopter crew paramedics. The crew do
not require hospital treatment but an ambulance is making its way to the
station as a precautionary measure to check them over.

Film of rescue
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