
Press release: James Brokenshire
unveils Housing Court proposals

Communities Secretary sets out proposals to provide greater access to
justice for both landlords and tenants in the event of disputes
Call for evidence includes a specialist Housing Court which could
provide a single path of redress in property cases
Measures will help to build a fairer housing market that works for
everyone

Landlords and tenants are to receive faster and more effective justice in the
event of property disputes, under proposals unveiled by Communities Secretary
Rt Hon James Brokenshire MP.

Government will seek views on a specialist Housing Court which, if created,
would provide a single path of redress for both landlords and tenants –
meaning both have the security of knowing they have somewhere to go to seek
justice, with the power to resolve the dispute.

The vast majority of landlords are responsible owners, but a number of
tenants continue to live with the fear of being evicted at short notice or
remain stuck in poor accommodation. With housing disputes held in a number of
different legal settings, the process can be confusing and act as a deterrent
to some of the most vulnerable seeking justice.

Communities Secretary, Rt Hon James Brokenshire MP, said:

Everyone deserves to live in a safe and decent home, and this
government is bringing about real change in making renting more
secure.

This is particularly important for families and vulnerable tenants
who live with the fear of suddenly being forced to move, or fear
eviction if they complain about problems with their home. It is
also important for landlords who, in a minority of cases, struggle
to get their property back when they have reason to do so.

The proposals announced today will help ensure both tenants and
landlords can access justice when they need it – creating a fair
housing market that works for everyone.

Other proposals include reducing the need for multiple hearings in different
courts, transferring certain types of housing cases between the courts and
tribunal or vice-versa to ensure cases are resolved quickly and issuing new
guidance to help tenants and landlords navigate their way through the legal
system.
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Changes to further streamline court processes could also provide confidence
for landlords to offer longer, more secure tenancies, by making it easier for
responsible landlords who provide a high-quality service to regain possession
of their tenancy should they need to do so.

This is part of the £1 billion reform programme to build a justice system
that is fair, straightforward and accessible to all. It also builds upon
comprehensive government action to rebalance the relationship between tenant
and landlord.

Other measures being taken include requiring all landlords, like agents, to
join a redress scheme; ensuring all letting agents are members of a client
money protection scheme to protect landlord and tenants’ hard-earned cash;
and banning letting fees and capping tenancy deposits so that tenants have
more money in their pockets.

Further information
This call for evidence relates to England only. The impact on Wales of any
changes to the current functions of the county court will be addressed
separately in collaboration with the Welsh government.

In October 2017, the then Secretary of State committed to consult judiciary
on whether to introduce a new specialist housing court. This call for
evidence delivers on that commitment but also seeks views from users of the
courts such as tenants, landlords and owners.

This call for evidence has been developed with officials from the Ministry of
Justice, HM Courts and Tribunals Service and members of the judiciary as part
of the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government working group.

Respondents will be able to respond by online survey, email or written
response. The department will provide a response to the call for evidence
following its conclusion.

The 2016 to 2017 English Housing Survey Private Rented Sector report found
that 73% of private tenants said their last tenancy ended because they wanted
it to, while 10% said they left because they were asked to leave or were
given notice by their landlord.

The same survey found that in 2016 to 2017 there were an estimated 23.1
million households in England. Of these, 4.7 million – or 20% – of households
are in the private rented sector, which has doubled in size since 1996 to
1997, with 3.9 million in the social rental sector and the remainder owner-
occupier.

View the consultation Considering the case for a Housing Court: call for
evidence
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Office address and general enquiries

2 Marsham Street

London
SW1P 4DF

Contact form
http://forms.communiti…

General enquiries: please use this number if you are a member of the public
030 3444 0000

Media enquiries

Email
newsdesk@communities.gov.uk

Please use this number if you are a journalist wishing to speak to Press
Office
0303 444 1209

Social media – MHCLG

Twitter – https://twitter.com/mhclg
Flickr – http://www.flickr.com/photos/mhclg
LinkedIn – http://www.linkedin.com/company/mhclg

News story: Launch of the online
toolbox

Tony Porter, the Surveillance Camera Commissioner (SCC), has launched his
online toolbox – a collection of resources to help organisations comply with
the surveillance camera code of practice and follow good practice and legal
requirements.

The toolbox comprises 4 tools:

The buyers’ toolkit, developed in conjunction with the British Security
Industry Association and Alastair Thomas of Alasthom.com, is for small and
medium enterprises that are thinking about using surveillance cameras, yet as
non-experts want to identify the best solution before they proceed and invest

http://forms.communities.gov.uk/
mailto:newsdesk@communities.gov.uk
https://twitter.com/mhclg
http://www.flickr.com/photos/mhclg
http://www.linkedin.com/company/mhclg
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-launch-of-the-online-toolbox/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-launch-of-the-online-toolbox/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/surveillance-camera-code-of-practice-self-assessment-tool
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/surveillance-camera-commissioners-buyers-toolkit
https://www.alasthom.com/


their time and money in a system. Following the guidance in the buyers’
toolkit will help people make informed decisions about whether surveillance
can be justified as a solution to their problems. If surveillance cameras are
necessary, then the toolkit is full of advice and tips on how to get the best
out of your prospective suppliers.

The passport to compliance is aimed at large public-space surveillance camera
systems, such as town centre schemes operated by local authorities. It will
take you through the necessary stages when planning, implementing and
operating a surveillance camera system to ensure it complies with the
surveillance camera code of practice. It should be completed for new systems,
for upgrades of systems if it significantly alters or enhances the views
obtained, when additional cameras are added to a system and/or when existing
systems are extended.

The self-assessment tool will help you and your organisation identify if
you’re complying with the principles in the surveillance camera code of
practice. The four self assessment tools which were previously available –
for ANPR, CCTV, body worn video and drones – have now been condensed into one
tool.

The surveillance camera specific data protection impact assessment (DPIA)
template with associated guidance notes has been developed in partnership
with the Information Commissioner’s Office and replaces the Privacy Impact
Assessment advice which was previously available on the SCC website. It
reflects updated data protection requirements set out in the Data Protection
Act 2018 and General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).

Tony Porter said:

I have a statutory remit to encourage compliance with the
surveillance camera code of practice and to provide advice about
it. To do this, I have worked with a range of organisations to
develop various guidance notes, tools and templates which are now
available on my website.

These tools will help your organisation comply with the code and
its 12 guiding principles, which if followed, will ensure that
surveillance camera systems are only operated proportionately,
transparently and effectively.

I am grateful to Alastair Thomas, BSIA and the ICO for all their
efforts in developing this toolbox.
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available on my website.

These tools will help your organisation comply with the code and
its 12 guiding principles, which if followed, will ensure that
surveillance camera systems are only operated proportionately,
transparently and effectively.

I am grateful to Alastair Thomas, BSIA and the ICO for all their
efforts in developing this toolbox.

Press release: Review of government’s
bovine TB strategy published

A review of the government’s 25 Year Bovine TB Strategy has been published.

Press release: FTSE companies urged to
appoint more women leaders

Figures published today in the Hampton-Alexander Review’s 2018 report show a
welcome increase in the number of women in FTSE 350 leadership positions.
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