LCQ5: Training foreign-related legal
talents

Following is a question by the Hon Maggie Chan and a written reply by
the Secretary for Justice, Mr Paul Lam, SC, in the Legislative Council today
(April 24):

Question:

To better leverage Hong Kong's advantage of being "backed by the
motherland and connected to the world" and nurture high-quality foreign-
related legal talents with an international perspective, the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region has, with the support of the Central
Government, built close co-operative relationships and made standing
secondment arrangements with various international legal bodies, including
the Hague Conference on Private International Law (HCCH), the International
Institute for the Unification of Private Law (UNIDROIT) and the United
Nations Commission on International Trade Law Regional Centre for Asia and
the Pacific. Nine young solicitors, barristers and Government Counsels have
been seconded to the HCCH and the UNIDROIT so far. In this connection, will
the Government inform this Council:

(1) how the Department of Justice (DoJl) selected legal professionals in the
public and private sectors who applied for various secondment programmes to
international organisations (secondment programmes) in the past three years;

(2) of the number of solicitors at local small and medium-sized law firms
selected for various secondment programmes in the past five years;

(3) whether the DoJ has plans to build co-operative relationships with more
international legal bodies, so as to provide continuous training
opportunities in the practice of foreign-related legal affairs for local
legal talents; if so, of the details; and

(4) how the DoJ plans to integrate the Hong Kong International Legal Talents
Training Academy to be established with various existing secondment
programmes, so as to enhance Hong Kong's function as an international legal
services centre?

Reply:
President,

(1) Regarding the secondment programmes to the Hague Conference on Private
International Law (HCCH) and the International Institute for the Unification
of Private Law (UNIDROIT), information about the secondment programmes
(including eligibility criteria and application procedures) and promotional
materials will be posted on the website of the Department of Justice (DolJ)
during the application period. Through the relevant open recruitment
procedures, legal professionals from the public and private sectors may apply
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to participate in the secondment programmes. The present arrangement
(including eligibility criteria for the secondees) was the outcome of
discussion between the Administration and the international organisations
concerned. In the selection process, through the written applications
submitted and various rounds of interviews, the applicants are assessed as to
whether they possess the required knowledge and skills and their suitability
evaluated.

(2) Regarding the secondment programmes to the HCCH and the UNIDROIT, all
qualifying legal professionals from the public and private sectors
(irrespective of the size of the law firms they work in) are welcome to
apply. Since the standing arrangements have been put in place, a total of
nine local legal professionals have participated in the said secondment
programmes, three of them are solicitors in private practice (i.e. one third
of the said total) who have worked in law firms of different sizes.

(3) Apart from establishing close collaborative relationships with the HCCH,
the UNIDROIT and the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law,
the DoJ has also developed co-operative linkages with the Asian-African Legal
Consultative Organization (AALCO) Hong Kong Regional Arbitration Centre and
the International Organization for Mediation (IOMed) Preparatory Office. The
AALCO Hong Kong Regional Arbitration Centre officially settled in the Hong
Kong Legal Hub in May 2022 and, for the first time, organised the third AALCO
Annual Arbitration Forum 2023 on December 5 and 6, 2023, in Hong Kong. The
DoJ further looks forward to establishing a closer collaborative relationship
with IOMed after its establishment and official settlement in Hong Kong.

The DoJ will continue to actively explore the development of and deepen
the collaborative relationship with various international legal
organisations, including seconding local legal personnel to these
organisations, jointly organising various practical legal courses, seminars
and international exchange activities, with a view to providing local legal
personnel with continual training opportunities on foreign-related legal
matters, and to facilitating local legal personnel to enhance professional
exchanges of experience with the counterparts, experts and academics in the
Mainland and overseas.

(4) The DoJ will set up a dedicated office and an expert committee within
2024 to facilitate the establishment of the Hong Kong International Legal
Talents Training Academy. Riding on the existing foundation of a capacity
building centre, the Academy will organise regular practical legal courses,
seminars, international exchange activities, etc, in order to actively
nurture legal talents, facilitate talent exchange along the Belt and Road
regions, and nurture legal talents conversant in international law, common
law, civil law and national legal systems for our country (including the
Greater Bay Area) and other Belt and Road countries.

The DoJ anticipates that the Academy will co-ordinate the existing
capacity building programmes and relevant resources and, together with the
current secondment programmes with various international legal organisations,
strengthen the role of Hong Kong as an international legal services centre
and fully utilise Hong Kong's unique advantages as a common law jurisdiction.



The dedicated office to be set up within 2024 will holistically review the
relevant factors and formulate a long-term plan, which would include the
training of talents conversant in foreign-related legal matters, secondment
and training opportunities, as well as the resources requirements of the
Academy.

SCST meets with Chairman of CPPCC
Qingdao Municipal Committee (with
photos)

The Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism, Mr Kevin Yeung, met with
the Chairman of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference
Qingdao Municipal Committee, Shandong Province, Mr Meng Qingbin, today (April
24) to exchange views on deepening tourism co-operation.

Mr Yeung said, "Starting from March 6, the Central Government has
expanded the Individual Visit Scheme to Qingdao. Contacts between residents
in Hong Kong and those in Qingdao will become more frequent. A steady
increase in the number of visitors from Qingdao shows that relevant
enhancement measures are warmly welcomed by Qingdao residents. The Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region Government is grateful for the Central
Government's policy to benefit Hong Kong, and will definitely welcome
visitors with hospitality. Friends from Qingdao are welcome to visit Hong
Kong any time to experience our unique local culture."

Hong Kong and Shandong Province both are rich in tourism resources,
giving the two places an edge in developing tourism activities. Shandong
Province has been actively developing its cultural industry to build an
internationally renowned cultural tourism destination, with its geographical
location offering natural resources for tourism. International cruise
companies have resumed various journeys to cover Hong Kong and Qingdao. Hong
Kong will continue to utilise its position as an East-meets-West centre for
international cultural exchange to offer more exchange opportunities to
people of both places.
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Suspected red tide sighted at Deep
Water Bay Beach, Repulse Bay Beach,
South Bay Beach and Shek 0 Beach

Attention TV and radio announcers:
Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:
Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (April 24)
that due to the sighting of a suspected red tide, red flags have been hoisted
at Deep Water Bay Beach, Repulse Bay Beach, South Bay Beach and Shek 0 Beach
in Southern District, Hong Kong Island. Beachgoers are advised not to swim at
the beaches until further notice.

LCQ6: Sali Yee Street/Flower Market
Road Development Scheme

a€<Following is a question by the Hon Shiu Ka-fai and a written reply by
the Secretary for Development, Ms Bernadette Linn, in the Legislative Council
today (April 24):

Question:

The Urban Renewal Authority (URA) announced last month the commencement
of the Sai Yee Street/Flower Market Road Development Scheme (the Scheme)
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which involved the redevelopment of the Mong Kok Flower Market (the Flower
Market). Some members of the community are of the view that while the Flower
Market is a century-old district in Hong Kong with characteristics, past
experience shows that some streets or districts with characteristics tend to
lose their original characteristics after relocation or redevelopment by the
authorities, and therefore they are worried that the same would happen to the
Flower Market. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(1) whether it knows the numbers of affected operators of ground floor and
upper floor shops (including floral arrangement schools) within the scope of
the Scheme and the area of their shops, with a tabulated breakdown by
business category;

(2) whether it knows, in taking forward the Scheme, the specific measures put
in place by the URA to assist the operators of ground floor and upper floor
shops mentioned in (1) respectively, including ways to ensure that the desire
of affected flower shop operators to relocate back to the Flower Market after
redevelopment will not be undermined by factors such as high rentals in
future;

(3) whether it knows the age distribution of buildings to be redeveloped
under the Scheme, and how such age distribution compares with that of
buildings in other old districts; of the reasons for the URA choosing to
first proceed with a redevelopment project on the Flower Market;

(4) whether it knows if the URA has measures in place to minimise the
inconvenience or impact caused to the operators of nearby ground floor and
upper floor shops outside the scope of the Scheme when the construction works
of the Scheme are in progress; if the URA has, of the details; if not, the
reasons for that; and

(5) whether specific long term measures or plans are in place to help flower
shops and relevant operators in the Flower Market sustain their operation and
ensure that local characteristics and vibes of the Flower Market will be
preserved; if so, of the details; if not, the reasons for that?

Reply:
President,

Following the completion of the District Study for Yau Ma Tei and Mong
Kok (YMDS) in 2021, the Sai Yee Street/Flower Market Road Development Scheme
(the Scheme) is the first urban renewal project launched by the Urban Renewal
Authority (URA) in the district according to the recommendations of the YMDS.
The Scheme comprises six sites. Upon redevelopment, it will increase the
supply of private residential and commercial floor space, as well as provide
brand-new recreational, leisure and public facilities. The revitalisation of
the Flower Market and the preservation of the local character of the district
are also objectives of the Scheme. The URA hopes not only to preserve the
existing characteristics of the Flower Market, but also enhance its
characteristics and ambience, so as to inject diversified development and new



vitality into the Flower Market, and provide more space for the flower shops
to operate and create a better business environment. This will provide a more
comfortable shopping environment for the people visiting the flower shops
(please see part (5) of the reply for more details). According to the URA's
survey, there are currently some 120 ground-floor flower shops in the Flower
Market, more than 20 of them will be affected by the redevelopment project.
The URA will provide transitional and moving-back arrangement for affected
flower shops.

Having consulted the URA, my reply to the various parts of the question
is as follows:

(1) Based on the information obtained from the freezing survey conducted by
the URA on the announcement date of the Scheme, the information of the
affected ground-floor shop operators and upper-floor business operators
within the Scheme boundary, categorised by their business nature (Note 1), is
tabulated as follows:

Operators .

(total) Business nature Number
Flower shops or florist-related 26

in

Ground-floor busi ?Ss

shop operators|caterlng |7 |

(35) lHair-cutting I |
|Church (Note 2) Hl |
Flower shops or florist-related 2
business

U f1 |Guesthouse HZ |

pper-floor . - ,

business |Char1table organisation HZ |

operators IPhoto and video production house 12 |

(12) |Creative art education and training HZ
IBeauty and massage I |
IReligious education centre I |

As always, the URA's case officers will continue to visit the affected
households and business operators to explain the acquisition policies, as
well as the implementation arrangements, timetable and the latest progress of
the Scheme. If the Scheme is eventually approved by the Chief Executive in
Council, the URA will, based on the occupying conditions of the affected
properties as recorded in the freezing survey and in accordance with the
prevailing policy, make acquisition offers to owners of domestic/non-domestic
properties, make compensation offers to tenants of domestic/non-domestic
properties and arrange rehousing for eligible tenants of domestic properties
of the Scheme.

(2) A multi-purpose complex is proposed to be constructed under the Scheme.



The ground floor of the complex will provide on-street retail units facing
the proposed Waterway Park. According to the current planning, it is proposed
that these retail units should have a florist or horticultural theme. The URA
will also consider giving priority to the florist operators affected by the
redevelopment to move back to these retail units after completion of the
Scheme, while arrangements to facilitate their transitional operation will
also be examined.

The management model and rental level of the retail portion of the
multi-purpose complex will be determined based on the market environment and
operational direction, and there is currently no finalised plan. The URA will
maintain ongoing communication with the operators of the affected shops
within the Scheme area to understand their needs so as to provide appropriate
assistance.

(3) The Scheme involves a total of 23 private buildings aged between 64 and
76 years, which are older than the average building age of buildings involved
in the redevelopment projects undertaken by the URA in the past two years
(2022 to 2023) (the average building age is about 60 years (Note 3)).

As in the past, before deciding to proceed with the Scheme, the URA has
already conducted a comprehensive examination and analysis a basket of
factors, including land use, feasibility of planning, building age, financial
capacity of the URA, and assessed the planning gains brought about by the
Scheme under the "planning-led" and "district-based" strategy. In view of the
fact that the area around Sai Yee Street and Flower Market Road has been
developed for many years, the relevant planning support and facilities are no
longer able to cope with the development needs of the area, including aged
recreational facilities with segregated functionality and spaces, lack of
leisure and resting spaces, as well as traffic congestion and competition
between pedestrians and vehicles for road space in the vicinity of the Flower
Market. The URA aims to leverage the Scheme to help resolve the district
problems mentioned above as well as to improve hardware support and spatial
planning, so as to facilitate the long-term sustainable development of the
Flower Market and to encourage redevelopment of old districts nearby.

(4) The URA is aware that there may be impact on the environment of the
Flower Market during the construction period. Under the current planning, the
URA will carry out the construction works in phases, starting with the site
without shops (i.e. the site at the Boundary Street). As for other five
sites, the construction works are expected to be commenced at a later stage
since acquisition and relocation matters will be involved. The URA will make
use of this period of time to engage the operators of the shops concerned and
formulate measures to mitigate the impact of the construction work.

During the construction period, the URA will also require the
contractor(s) to conduct environmental monitoring, which mainly include dust,
effluent and noise monitoring, so as to minimise the impact on the
surrounding environment and the shops in the vicinity of the Scheme.

(5) The Scheme will promote the further development of the Flower Market on



various fronts, including the provision of on-street retail units facing the
proposed Waterway Park on the ground level of the proposed multi-purpose
complex, so as to expand the area as well as to improve the supporting
facilities and environment of the Flower Market. More opportunities will then
be created for the flower shops and related operators to expand their
businesses and enhance the vibrant marketplace atmosphere of the Flower
Market.

At the same time, the URA will complement with the revitalisation
project of the pre-war tenement clusters (i.e. the Prince Edward Road
West/Yuen Ngai Street project) which has been completed years ago, and
combine the four sites in the Prince Edward Road West under the Scheme to
enhance the back lanes along Yuen Ngai Street and Yuen Po Street through
landscaping and revitalisation works as well as place-making, with the aim to
transform them into the Third Flower Market Pedestrian Walkway in addition to
the Flower Market Road and the Prince Edward Road West. This proposal will
help enhance the overall environment of the Flower Market, boosting street
vibrancy and extend the distinctive ambience and characteristics of the
Flower Market to the vicinity.

The URA also proposes to construct a Waterway Park with an area of not
less than 8 800 square metres in the Scheme. By incorporating landscape
design elements such as planting flowers, trees, and shrubs, as well as
encouraging place-making, the Waterway Park will capitalise on its unique
geographical location adjacent to the Flower Market and create a "flower
viewing hotspot". This will highlight the district characteristics of the
Flower Market and revitalise the image of the area.

In addition, the Scheme also proposes to construct an underground public
carpark at the site located at the Boundary Street to provide additionally
about 220 public parking spaces for private cars and 10 public
loading/unloading bays for some of the flower operators in order to
facilitate their cargo handling, and for the convenience of those who drive
to Flower Market to buy flowers. This proposal will help alleviate the
problems of illegal parking, road congestion and pedestrian-vehicle conflicts
caused by insufficient metered parking spaces in the Flower Market area. By
improving the overall traffic and pedestrian environment in the vicinity, it
will enhance the business environment and improve the shopping experience of
customers in the Flower Market, which will in turn help attract more
customers to the flower shops and related businesses, and promote the area as
a diversified shopping district for leisure and recreation.

Note 1: Since the acquisition and clearance works have not been commenced,
the URA is not able to provide information regarding the business operating
area of the units at this stage.

Note 2: Apart from the ground-floor premises, the church also occupies
several units on the upper floors.

Note 3: Exclude five pre-war buildings.



LegCo Panel on Transport visits
“Station Rail Voyage” Exhibition at
Hung Hom Station (with photos)

The following is issued on behalf of the Legislative Council Secretariat:

The Legislative Council Panel on Transport visited the "Station Rail
Voyage" Exhibition of the MTR Corporation Limited at Hung Hom Station today
(April 24) to learn more about the development process of Hong Kong's railway
service.

Members first toured MTR's collection of retired trains and train
components, including the first-generation electric train "Yellow Head" of
the East Rail Line, the Diesel Electric Locomotive "I.B. Trevor", as well as
the Mid-life Refurbishment 12-car-train that retired in 2022 to better
understand different stages of the development of MTR trains.

Meanwhile, Members received a briefing by MTR representatives on how to
revitalise the retired trains, enabling these trains to continue serving the
public in different ways. They also gained insight into the contributions
made by railway staff across different eras by observing a collection of
their treasured items.

During the visit, Members exchanged views with MTR representatives on
the continuous enhancement of the quality of railway service and
strengthening of railway safety.

Members who participated in the visit include Panel members Mr Chau Siu-
chung, Mr Chan Siu-hung and Mr Yim Kong; as well as non-Panel members Mr
Andrew Lam, Mr Yiu Pak-leung, Mr Dennis Leung and Dr Ngan Man-yu.
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