
SWD urges public not to take
children/family members to care
centres today

Attention duty announcers, radio and TV stations:

     Please broadcast the following special announcement immediately, and
repeat it at frequent intervals:

     "The Social Welfare Department announces that as there are still
uncertain factors affecting the roads and traffic conditions, members of the
public are advised not to take their children or family members to child care
centres, centres providing after school care programmes, elderly services
centres or day rehabilitation units including sheltered workshops, integrated
vocational rehabilitation services centres and day activity centres today
(November 20). These centres will, however, remain open during their normal
operating hours to serve those whose families cannot provide alternative care
for them. Members of the public who have the need for the services mentioned
may contact the service units concerned in advance."

Police clarify stampede rumour during
operation in Yau Ma Tei on November 18

     There were online rumours that stampede occurred during the operation in
Yau Ma Tei on November 18, resulting in mass injuries. Police clarify that no
stampede occurred during the period.

     In fact, thousands of rioters hurled bricks and petrol bombs at Police
officers at that time, and the situation was pressing. Police conducted
dispersal operation after reinforcement, and a number of fleeing rioters fell
down on Pitt Street near Yau Ma Tei MTR Exit. Police swiftly controlled the
scene and arrested 213 persons, 30 of them claimed to be sick and were sent
to hospital. The situation at scene does not match with the stampede rumour.
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Around 800 people leave the campus of
Hong Kong Polytechnic University in a
peaceful manner

     As at 11pm last night (November 19), a total of around 800 people have
left the campus of Hong Kong Polytechnic University (Poly U) in a peaceful
manner and cooperated with police investigation. Among all, 300 people are
under 18 years old. At around 10 pm, a group of 20 volunteer first-aiders
left through the main entrance and at around 11pm, about 10 masked rioters
attempted to escape from the main entrance and were intercepted by Police.

     Rioters have been occupying the campus of Poly U for over one week,
during which Police have repeatedly warned them to leave. Police have always
emphasised two fundamental principles: peaceful resolution and flexibility.
Police have actively engaged with different sectors for dialogues and
solutions. Yesterday qualified first aiders from Red Cross and Medecins Sans
Frontieres have also entered the Poly U and rendered first aid to the rioters
inside.

     Police appeal to all staying in the campus to leave in a peaceful manner
and pledge to bring offenders to justice in a fair manner.
 

Land and Development Advisory
Committee holds meeting

     At its meeting today (November 19), the Land and Development Advisory
Committee (LDAC) was briefed by the Policy Innovation and Co-ordination
Office (PICO) on the development of a Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts
and Mathematics (STEAM) School in Clear Water Bay proposed by the Shaw
Foundation Hong Kong Limited (Shaw Foundation), and by the Development Bureau
(DEVB) on the Land Sharing Pilot Scheme (LSPS) and an application under the
extended scheme of facilitating private sector's provision of pedestrian
links outside the Kowloon East Pilot Scheme (the Extended Scheme).
 
     Members noted that the proposed school in Clear Water Bay would be a
non-profit-making private secondary school with STEAM as its main direction
of curriculum planning. The site where the proposed school is to be located
is partly private land owned by the Shaw Foundation and partly government
land. Members noted that the proponent would fund the capital and operation
cost of the school, and the school would open some of its facilities such as
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sports fields, auditorium and Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics (STEM) exhibition spaces to the local community outside school
hours. Members agreed that the school would be conducive to the promotion of
STEM education and nurturing of innovation and technology talent, bringing
positive impacts to Hong Kong. Members expressed support for the proposal,
and made comments and suggestions on the technical (including traffic
arrangement and school facilities) and operational (including student
admission criteria, sharing of facilities with the community and management
matters) aspects of the school. The proponent would take these comments into
account, and would submit a rezoning application to the Town Planning Board
later on.
 
     Members were briefed on the details of the LSPS. They supported the
objective of the Scheme to tap the market force in planning and construction,
releasing the development potential of private lots with consolidated
ownership and which are not falling within areas covered by Government's
development studies supporting the use of land intended for public purposes,
with a view to boosting short-to-medium-term housing supply. In particular,
Members noted the proposed requirements for each LSPS application to attain a
minimum additional gross floor area of 50 000 square metres and at least an
additional 1 000 flats, to be made possible by increasing the development
intensity of the subject lots through Government's facilitation of
infrastructural upgrading. Members also noted the requirement for no less
than 70 per cent of the increased gross floor area made possible under the
LSPS to be set aside for public housing or Starter Homes as decided by the
Government, to be delivered in the form of formed land to be carved out from
the application site. They welcomed measures proposed by the Government to
compress the development process and speed up the delivery of potential flat
yield, including the 18-month time limit for completion of lease modification
(including premium assessment) after completion of the statutory planning
process, the target of making formed land available for construction of
private and public housing within four to six years after receipt of an
application, and the setting up of a dedicated multi-disciplinary team of
government officers to provide one-stop facilitation services. Members were
briefed on the mechanism to ensure transparency and involve third-party
opinion in the processing of each application, particularly the involvement
of an independent Panel of Advisors to be set up especially for advising on
applications prior to seeking in-principle agreement by the Chief Executive
in Council. Members supported the general directions of the LSPS as proposed,
and offered views on various aspects of the implementation arrangements, such
as the importance of highlighting the public interest served by LSPS when
explaining the framework to the general community, and the need for ensuring
that the scale of infrastructure to be facilitated by the Government would be
proportionate to the private and public housing development covered by the
application. They suggested that the Government take into account comments
received during the engagement with stakeholders before finalising the LSPS
for launch in early 2020. 

     The application under the Extended Scheme involves the provision of a
subway extension and an accessible lift connecting a new development in Wan
Chai to existing developments in Admiralty through the Queensway Subway,



providing an all-weather, round-the-clock and barrier-free access for members
of the public (location plan at Annex). Considering that the proposed
pedestrian link could benefit the community by improving walkability of the
locality, Members supported the recommendation to waive the premium payable
for lease modifications arising from the proposed link.

Centre for Food Safety issues advice
on contaminants and food safety

     There have been rumours on social media that some of the food sold in
the market may be contaminated by tear gas or other substances. In view of
concerns, the Centre for Food Safety of the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department has issued today (November 19) the "Advice to the Public on
Contaminants and Food Safety"
(www.cfs.gov.hk/english/whatsnew/whatsnew_fstr/files/Advice_on_tear_gas_for%2
0public_e.pdf), including the following:
 

Food should be properly stored in a suitable place such as a clean and
covered food-grade container to reduce the risk of food contamination.
In an indoor environment when tear gas is being released nearby, close
all doors and windows, turn off the air conditioner, and seal the gaps
over the doors and windows with wet towels to reduce the chance of
contamination indoors.
After any such incident, check whether the packaging of food is intact
and whether any food is damaged or contaminated. For the sake of
prudence, food suspected to be contaminated or showing abnormality
should not be consumed.
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