Special traffic arrangements for race
meeting in Sha Tin

Police advise motorists that special traffic arrangements will be
implemented in Sha Tin to facilitate the race meeting today (December 29).

The arrangements will come into effect two hours before the start of the
first race and will last until the crowds have dispersed after the race
meeting.

Appropriate traffic signs will be put up and police will be on hand to
guide motorists.

The Police also appeal to people going to Sha Tin Racecourse for the
race meeting and to Happy Valley Racecourse for cross betting to make maximum
use of public transport.

Parking spaces at the two racecourses are available only to holders of
appropriate permits issued by Hong Kong Jockey Club and any vehicles
illegally parked will be towed away.

Hong Kong airport sets green standard

Hong Kong International Airport's environmental management measures have
helped it to become one of the world's greenest airports setting it on track
to reach its goal of reducing, recycling and recovering 50 per cent of its
waste by 2021.

The Airport Authority's green efforts were recognised at the 2018 Hong
Kong Awards for Environmental Excellence where it won the Gold Award for the
Public & Community Services Sector.

News.gov.hk spoke to the Authority's assistant general manager and staff
at restaurants participating in the airport's food waste recycling and waste
charging schemes to find out what happens to the food waste and how eateries
benefit from joining the schemes.

The story appears on news.gov.hk today (December 29) in text and video
format.
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Implementation of new round of SME
measures in January 2020

To further strengthen its support of Hong Kong's small and medium
enterprises (SMEs), the Government will implement a number of measures
starting from next January, including the launch of the new "SME ReachQut"
service, and enhancements to the Dedicated Fund on Branding, Upgrading and
Domestic Sales (BUD Fund) and the SME Export Marketing Fund (EMF).

Starting from January 1, a dedicated service team entitled "SME
ReachOut" will commence operation to support SMEs through face-to-face
meetings to help identify funding schemes that suit SMEs, while answering
questions relating to applications. The goal is to enhance SME’s
understanding of the Government’s funding schemes, with a view to encouraging
better utilisation of the support provided by the Government.

As well, additional resources have been injected into the BUD Fund and
the EMF to raise the cumulative funding ceiling and the ratio of initial
payments, as well as to expand the geographical coverage of the BUD Fund
starting from January 20 to help enhance the enterprises’ competitiveness and
support their exploration of Mainland and overseas markets.

The Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development, Mr Edward Yau,
said, "Enterprises are facing the challenges of the external economic
environment and pressure from the downward trend of the current economy. The
Government has announced several rounds of support measures since August this
year, including increasing funding support and consolidating the existing SME
centres managed by different government department or agencies to provide
one-stop information for SMEs. The measures to be launched will more
effectively and flexibly support enterprises in expanding markets, while
enhancing their competitiveness to help them capture new business
opportunities.”

Enhancements to the BUD Fund and the EMF include:

BUD Fund

(1) the scope of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Programme
under the BUD Fund will be expanded to become the Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
Programme, under which the geographical coverage will be extended from the 10
ASEAN countries to cover other economies with which Hong Kong has signed
FTAs, including New Zealand, the four member states of the European Free
Trade Association, Chile, Macao, Georgia and Australia;

(2) the cumulative funding ceiling for each enterprise will be doubled from
the current $2 million to $4 million, including increasing the cumulative
funding ceiling under the Mainland Programme from $1 million to $2 million,
and that under the FTA Programme from $1 million to $2 million; and
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(3) the ratio of initial payments will be raised from the existing level of
25 per cent to up to 75 per cent of the approved government funding.

EMF

(1) the cumulative funding ceiling per SME will be doubled from $400,000 to
$800,000; and

(2) a new option will be provided for SMEs to apply for an initial payment of
up to 75 per cent of the approved government funding.

An overview of the enhancement measures is at the Appendix.

More details of the enhancement measures are available on the Trade and
Industry Department's website (www.smefund.tid.gov.hk).

Key statistics on service demand of
A&E Departments and occupancy rates in
public hospitals

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

During the winter surge, the Hospital Authority is closely monitoring
the service demand of Accident and Emergency Departments and the occupancy
rates in public hospitals. Key service statistics are being issued daily for
public information. Details are in the appended table.

Red flag hoisted at Clear Water Bay
Second Beach

Attention TV/radio announcers:
Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:
Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (December
29) that due to big waves, red flag has been hoisted at Clear Water Bay
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Second Beach in Sai Kung District. Beach-goers are advised not to swim at
the beach.



