
Suspected MERS case reported

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health today
(January 6) reported a suspected case of Middle East Respiratory Syndrome
(MERS), and again urged the public to pay special attention to safety during
travel, taking due consideration of the health risks in the places they
visit. The case is detailed below:
 

Sex Female
Age 7
Affected area involved Saudi Arabia
High-risk exposure Nil

Hospital Princess Margaret
Hospital

Condition Stable
MERS-Coronavirus preliminary
test result Pending

 
     "Travellers to the Middle East should avoid going to farms, barns or
markets with camels; avoid contact with sick persons and animals, especially
camels, birds or poultry; and avoid unnecessary visits to healthcare
facilities. We strongly advise travel agents organising tours to the Middle
East to abstain from arranging camel rides and activities involving direct
contact with camels, which are known risk factors for acquiring MERS
Coronavirus (MERS-CoV)," a spokesman for the CHP said.

     Locally, the CHP's surveillance with public and private hospitals, with
practising doctors and at boundary control points is firmly in place. Inbound
travellers and members of the public who recently visited the Middle East and
developed relevant symptoms within 14 days will be classified as suspected
MERS cases. They will be taken to public hospitals for isolation and
management until their specimens test negative for MERS-CoV.

     Travellers to affected areas should maintain vigilance, adopt
appropriate health precautions and take heed of personal, food and
environmental hygiene. The public may visit the MERS pages of the CHP and
its Travel Health Service, MERS statistics in affected areas, the
CHP's Facebook Page and YouTube Channel, and the World Health
Organization's latest news for more information and health advice. Tour
leaders and tour guides operating overseas tours are advised to refer to the
CHP's health advice on MERS.

http://www.government-world.com/suspected-mers-case-reported-84/
http://www.chp.gov.hk/en/view_content/26511.html
http://www.travelhealth.gov.hk/english/popup/popup.html
http://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/distribution_of_mers_cases_en.pdf
http://www.fb.com/CentreforHealthProtection
http://www.youtube.com/c/ChpGovHkChannel
http://www.who.int/csr/don/archive/disease/coronavirus_infections/en
http://www.chp.gov.hk/en/view_content/26551.html


Update on cases of Legionnaires’
disease

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health today
(January 6) reported the latest number of cases of Legionnaires' disease
(LD), and stressed the importance of using and maintaining properly designed
man-made water systems, adding that susceptible groups should strictly
observe relevant precautions.
 
     From December 29 last year to January 4 this year, two community-
acquired LD cases were reported:
 
1. A male patient, aged 54 with underlying illnesses, who lives in Tower 1B,
Cullinan West, 28 Sham Mong Road, Cheung Sha Wan; and
2. A male patient, aged 64 with underlying illnesses, who lives in Block 1,
Belvedere Garden Phase 3, 625 Castle Peak Road, Tsuen Wan.
 
     "Epidemiological investigations are ongoing to identify potential
sources of infection, high-risk exposure and clusters, if any," a spokesman
for the CHP said. 
 
     In 2020 (as of January 4), no LD case has been recorded so far. In 2019,
105 LD cases were reported. In 2018 and 2017, there were 105 and 72 cases
respectively. 
 
     "Men, people aged over 50, smokers, alcoholics and persons with weakened
immunity are more susceptible to LD. Some situations may also increase the
risk of infection including poor maintenance of water systems leading to
stagnant water; living in areas with old water systems, cooling towers or
fountains; using electric water heaters, whirlpools and spas or hot water
spring spas; and recent stays in hotels or vessels," the spokesman said.
 
     Legionellae are found in various environmental settings and grow well in
warm water (20 to 45 degrees Celsius). They can be found in aqueous
environments such as water tanks, hot and cold water systems, cooling towers,
whirlpools and spas, water fountains and home apparatus which support
breathing. People may become infected when they breathe in contaminated
droplets (aerosols) and mist generated by artificial water systems, or when
handling garden soil, compost and potting mixes.
 
     Immunocompromised persons should:
  

Use sterile or boiled water for drinking, tooth brushing and mouth
rinsing;
Avoid using humidifiers, or other mist- or aerosol-generating devices. A
shower may also generate small aerosols; and
If using humidifiers, or other mist- or aerosol-generating devices, fill

http://www.government-world.com/update-on-cases-of-legionnaires-disease-77/
http://www.government-world.com/update-on-cases-of-legionnaires-disease-77/


the water tank with only sterile or cooled freshly boiled water, and not
water directly from the tap. Also, clean and maintain
humidifiers/devices regularly according to manufacturers' instructions.
Never leave stagnant water in a humidifier/device. Empty the water tank,
wipe all surfaces dry, and change the water daily.

     The public should observe the health advice below:
 

Observe personal hygiene;
Do not smoke and avoid alcohol consumption;
Strainers in water taps and shower heads should be inspected, cleaned,
descaled and disinfected regularly or at a frequency recommended by the
manufacturer;
If a fresh water plumbing system is properly maintained, it is not
necessary to install domestic water filters. Use of water filters is not
encouraged as clogging occurs easily, which can promote growth of micro-
organisms. In case water filters are used, the pore size should be 0.2
micrometres (µm) and the filter needs to be changed periodically
according to the manufacturer's recommendations;
Drain and clean water tanks of buildings at least quarterly;
Drain or purge for at least one minute infrequently used water outlets
(e.g. water taps, shower heads and hot water outlets) and stagnant
points of the pipework weekly or before use;
Seek and follow doctors' professional advice regarding the use and
maintenance of home respiratory devices and use only sterile water (not
distilled or tap water) to clean and fill the reservoir. Clean and
maintain the device regularly according to the manufacturer's
instructions. After cleaning/disinfection, rinse the device with sterile
water, cooled freshly boiled water or water filtered with 0.2 µm
filters. Never leave stagnant water in the device. Empty the water tank,
keep all surfaces dry, and change the water daily; and
When handling garden soil, compost and potting mixes:

     1. Wear gloves and a face mask;
     2. Water gardens and compost gently using low pressure;
     3. Open composted potting mixes slowly and make sure the opening is
directed away from the face;
     4. Wet the soil to reduce dust when potting plants; and
     5. Avoid working in poorly ventilated places such as enclosed
greenhouses.

     The public may visit the CHP's LD page, the Code of Practice for
Prevention of LD and the Housekeeping Guidelines for Cold and Hot Water
Systems for Building Management of the Prevention of LD Committee, and the
CHP's risk-based strategy for prevention and control of LD.

http://www.chp.gov.hk/en/view_content/24307.html
http://www.emsd.gov.hk/en/supporting_government_initiatives/legionnaires_disease/publications/codes_of_practice/index.html
http://www.emsd.gov.hk/en/supporting_government_initiatives/legionnaires_disease/publications/codes_of_practice/index.html
http://www.emsd.gov.hk/en/supporting_government_initiatives/legionnaires_disease/publications/general/index.html
http://www.emsd.gov.hk/en/supporting_government_initiatives/legionnaires_disease/publications/general/index.html
http://www.chp.gov.hk/en/view_content/42729.html


LegCo to debate motions on incident of
assaults occurred in MTR Yuen Long
Station on July 21, 2019

The following is issued on behalf of the Legislative Council Secretariat:

     The Legislative Council (LegCo) will hold a meeting on Wednesday
(January 8) at 11 am in the Chamber of the LegCo Complex. During the meeting,
Mr Lam Cheuk-ting and Ms Claudia Mo will move two separate motions under the
Legislative Council (Powers and Privileges) Ordinance, in relation to the
incident of assaults occurred in Yuen Long Station of West Rail Line of the
MTR Corporation Limited on July 21, 2019. The motions are set out in
Appendices 1 and 2 respectively.

     Mr Alvin Yeung, Dr Kwok Ka-ki and Mr Kwong Chun-yu will move three
separate motions under Article 73(5) and (10) of the Basic Law and the
Legislative Council (Powers and Privileges) Ordinance, in relation to the
incident of assaults occurred in Prince Edward Station of the MTR Corporation
Limited on 31 August 2019. The motions are set out in Appendices 3-5
respectively.

     Ms Tanya Chan, Dr Kwok Ka-ki, Dr Fernando Cheung and Mr Kenneth Leung
will move seven separate motions under Article 73(5) and (10) of the Basic
Law and the Legislative Council (Powers and Privileges) Ordinance, in
relation to the Police's handling of protesters and persons performing duties
in the protests during the "anti-extradition to China" movement. The motions
are set out in Appendices 6-12 respectively.

     Mr Chung Kwok-pan and Dr Priscilla Leung will also move two separate
motions under the Legislative Council (Powers and Privileges) Ordinance, in
relation to the causes and consequences of the social conflicts or
disturbances arising from the amendments to the Fugitive Offenders Ordinance
and related matters. The motions are set out in Appendices 13 and 14
respectively.  Mr James To will move an amendment to Dr Priscilla Leung's
motion.

     Meanwhile, Mr Dennis Kwok will move a motion on no confidence in the
Fifth Term Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region as set
out in Appendix 15. Ms Claudia Mo will move an amendment to Mr Dennis Kwok's
motion.

     Mr Ho Kai-ming will move a motion on ensuring children's right to play
for them to grow up happily. The motion is set out in Appendix 16. Mr Ip Kin-
yuen, Dr Kwok Ka-ki, Dr Fernando Cheung, Dr Chiang Lai-wan and Mr Hui Chi-
fung will move separate amendments to Mr Ho Kai-ming's motion.

     On Government Bills, the Court Proceedings (Electronic Technology) Bill
and the Employment (Amendment) Bill 2019 will be introduced into the Council

http://www.government-world.com/legco-to-debate-motions-on-incident-of-assaults-occurred-in-mtr-yuen-long-station-on-july-21-2019/
http://www.government-world.com/legco-to-debate-motions-on-incident-of-assaults-occurred-in-mtr-yuen-long-station-on-july-21-2019/
http://www.government-world.com/legco-to-debate-motions-on-incident-of-assaults-occurred-in-mtr-yuen-long-station-on-july-21-2019/


for the First Reading and the Second Reading. The Second Reading debate on
the Bills will be adjourned.

     During the meeting, Members will also ask the Government 21 questions on
various policy areas, six of which require oral replies.

     The agenda of the above meeting can be obtained via the LegCo Website
(http://www.legco.gov.hk). Please note that the agenda is subject to change,
and the latest information about the agenda could be found on the LegCo
Website.

     Members of the public are welcome to observe the proceedings of the
meeting from the public galleries of the Chamber of the LegCo Complex. They
may reserve seats by calling 3919 3399 during office hours. Members of the
public can also watch or listen to the meeting via the Webcast system on the
LegCo Website.

Public hospital daily update on Wuhan-
related cases

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     As at noon today (January 6), in the past 24 hours public hospitals had
admitted six patients who have been to Wuhan in the past 14 days and
presented with fever, respiratory infection or pneumonia symptoms, including
a male patient and a female patient who had attended a general practitioner
and a private hospital respectively.
 

 Hospital Age Gender Condition
1. United Christian Hospital 9 Male Stable
2. Queen Elizabeth Hospital 2 Male Stable
3. Queen Elizabeth Hospital 65 Male Stable

4. Alice Ho Miu Ling Nethersole
Hospital 5 Female Stable

5. Prince of Wales Hospital 20 Female Stable
6. Tuen Mun Hospital 41 Female Stable

 
     The Hospital Authority (HA) has reported the cases and sent the
specimens to the Department of Health (DH) for testing. The patients
concerned are being treated under isolation. "The patients concerned had not
visited wet markets in Wuhan before the onset of symptoms. All of them are in
stable condition. The HA will keep monitoring the patients' conditions and

http://www.legco.gov.hk/
http://www.government-world.com/public-hospital-daily-update-on-wuhan-related-cases-4/
http://www.government-world.com/public-hospital-daily-update-on-wuhan-related-cases-4/


provide appropriate treatment," the HA Chief Infection Control Officer, Dr
Raymond Lai, said.
 
     Including the above-mentioned cases, public hospitals have reported 21
patient cases to the DH since December 31, 2019. Seven of the patients have
been discharged.

Effective Exchange Rate Index

     The effective exchange rate index for the Hong Kong dollar on Monday,
January 6, 2020 is 106.3 (up 0.2 against last Saturday's index).

     The effective exchange rate index for the Hong Kong dollar on Saturday,
January 4, 2020 was 106.1 (same as last Friday's index).

http://www.government-world.com/effective-exchange-rate-index-416/

