
Employers, contractors and employees
should be aware of electrical safety
at work during rainstorm

     As the rainstorm warning has been issued by the Hong Kong Observatory,
the Labour Department (LD) reminds employers and contractors that they should
adopt necessary work arrangements and take suitable safety measures to
protect the safety of their employees when they are carrying out electrical
work or handling electrical plant.

     A spokesman for the LD said today (June 1) that employers and
contractors should avoid assigning employees to carry out electrical work
(like electric arc welding work) or handle electrical plant at places
affected by rainstorms, and should refer to the "Code of Practice in Times of
Adverse Weather and 'Extreme Conditions'" and the "Guide on Safety at Work in
times of Inclement Weather" issued by the LD.

     Even if electrical work is carried out or electrical plant is handled at
places not affected by the rainstorm, suitable safety measures must still be
adopted to prevent electric shock as the air would be more humid. Such
measures include:

(i) Ensure that all live parts of an electrical installation are isolated
from the power supply source and rendered dead, and the isolation from the
power supply source must be maintained as long as electrical work is being
carried out;

(ii) Before carrying out any electrical work or handling any electrical
plant, cut off and lock out the power supply source, then test the circuit
concerned to confirm it is dead and display suitable warning notices, and
issue a work permit thereafter;

(iii) Ensure that protective devices (such as suitable and adequate fuses and
circuit breakers) for the electrical installations or electrical plant have
been installed and maintained in good working order, and portable electric
tools must be double-insulated or properly earthed;

(iv) Provide suitable personal protective equipment such as insulating gloves
and insulating mats for employees; and

(v) If live electrical work is unavoidable, a comprehensive risk assessment
should be conducted by a competent person and the appropriate safety
precautions should be taken to remove or properly control the electrical
hazards involved before such work can proceed.

     In addition, employees should co-operate with the employer or contractor
to follow the safety instructions and use the safety equipment provided.

     The LD has published guidebooks and leaflets on electrical work safety.
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These safety publications are available free from divisional offices of the
department or can be downloaded from its website
(www.labour.gov.hk/eng/public/content2_8.htm).

     Should there be any questions about occupational safety and health
matters, please contact the Occupational Safety Officer of the LD at 2559
2297.
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Public urged to report flooding

Attention duty announcers, radio and TV stations:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible and repeat it at suitable
intervals:

     Members of the public are advised to report any street flooding that
comes to their notice to the Drainage Services Department by calling the 24-
hour drainage hotline on 2300 1110.
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HKSAR Government strongly disapproves
and condemns US Department of State
for proposing visa restrictions on PRC
and HKSAR officials

     The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government on May 31
strongly disapproved and condemned the United States (US) Department of State
for the proposed imposition of the so-called "visa restrictions" on People's
Republic of China (PRC) and HKSAR officials relating to the implementation of
the Hong Kong National Security Law (NSL).

     A spokesman for the HKSAR Government said, "The proposed imposition of
the so-called 'visa restrictions' by the US Government smack of despicable
political manipulation to intimidate PRC and HKSAR officials who resolutely
safeguard national security. These grossly interfere in China's internal
affairs and Hong Kong's affairs, and violate the international law and the
basic norms governing international relations. The HKSAR despises such threat
and will not be intimidated by such a despicable behaviour. The HKSAR will
resolutely continue to discharge the duty of safeguarding national security.

      "The reasons for verdict in the conspiracy to commit subversion case
delivered by the court on May 30 clearly confirmed that the criminal acts in
the case aimed at undermining, destroying or overthrowing the existing
political system and structure of the HKSAR established under the Basic Law
and the 'one country, two systems' principle. Such criminal acts endangering
national security had nothing to do with the so-called fight for democracy
and human rights. In the 318-page judgment, the court has clearly set out the
reasons and consideration underlying the conviction, and confirmed the
occurrence of the offence of conspiracy to commit subversion. A total of 47
persons were charged in the case. Apart from the two defendants, against whom
the evidence was found insufficient for the court to be sure of their
participation in the conspiracy offence, the remaining 45 defendants were
convicted, showing the scale and the seriousness of the criminal scheme. With
regard to the verdict on the two defendants, the Department of Justice had
already informed the court of its intention to appeal.

     "The HKSAR law enforcement agencies have been taking law enforcement
actions based on evidence and strictly in accordance with the law in respect
of the acts of the persons or entities concerned, which have nothing to do
with their political stance, background or occupation. The suggestion that
certain individuals should be immune from legal consequences for their
illegal acts, including the illegal act of subversion, is no different from
advocating a special pass to break the law, and this totally runs contrary to
the spirit of the rule of law.
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     "The offences endangering national security stipulated under the NSL
target acts endangering national security with precision, and define the
elements and penalties of the offences with clarity. On the charge of
conspiracy to commit subversion, the court pointed out clearly in the reasons
for verdict that the prosecution has the duty to prove beyond reasonable
doubt the relevant conspiratorial agreement; the defendants' intention to
carry out the unlawful means which was the subject matter of the charge; and
the defendants so acted with a view to subverting the State power before the
defendant may be convicted by the court," the spokesman said. 

     "As guaranteed by the Basic Law and the Hong Kong Bill of Rights, all
defendants charged with a criminal offence shall have the right to a fair
trial by the Judiciary exercising independent judicial power. The courts of
the HKSAR shall exercise judicial power independently, free from any
interference.

     "The HKSAR Government strongly demands the US Government to immediately
stop interfering in China's internal affairs and Hong Kong's affairs, and
stop malicious smearing on the verdict of the relevant case," the
spokesperson reiterated.


