
A cloudy May with localised heavy rain

     May 2024 was characterised by cloudier-than-usual weather with localised
heavy rain over parts of the New Territories. The mean amount of cloud in the
month was 83 per cent, 7 per cent above the normal of 76 per cent. As for
monthly rainfall, while over 700 millimetres of rainfall were recorded over
parts of Sai Kung, the monthly rainfall recorded at the Observatory was only
292.6 millimetres, near the normal figure of 290.6 millimetres. The
accumulated rainfall recorded in the first five months of the year was 582.1
millimetres, slightly below the normal figure of 590.9 millimetres for the
same period. The monthly mean temperature of 26.0 degrees was slightly below
the normal figure of 26.3 degrees. Attributable to the well-above-normal
temperatures in March and April, spring this year from March to May was much
warmer than usual. The mean temperature of 24.5 degrees, mean minimum
temperature of 22.7 degrees and mean maximum temperature of 27.0 degrees were
respectively the second, one of the second and the fourth highest on record
for the same period.
 
     Under the influence of a trough of low pressure, the weather of Hong
Kong was unsettled with heavy showers and severe squally thunderstorms on the
morning of May 1. More than 30 millimetres of rainfall were generally
recorded over Hong Kong and rainfall even exceeded 50 millimetres over the
eastern part of the territory. Violent gusts exceeding 100 kilometres per
hour were also recorded at Cheung Chau. Under the rain, temperatures at the
Observatory dropped to a minimum of 22.4 degrees the morning of May 1, the
lowest of the month. Affected by a fresh to strong easterly airstream, it was
mainly cloudy with a few showers on May 2 and 3. 
 
     The upper-air disturbances associated with the southern branch of a
westerly trough affected southern China on May 4. Coupled with a significant
low-level convergence and upper-level divergence, persistent thundery showers
affected the vicinity of the Pearl River Estuary areas on that day. Locally,
it was mainly cloudy with heavy showers and severe squally thunderstorms on
May 4. More than 100 millimetres of rainfall were recorded over many places
and rainfall even exceeded 400 millimetres over parts of Tseung Kwan O on
that day. There were exceptionally severe rainstorms over some areas in the
eastern part of the territory in the morning, with an hourly rainfall of
145.5 millimetres recorded at Tseung Kwan O. The heavy rain also necessitated
the issuance of the first Red Rainstorm Warning Signal of the year. Moreover,
violent gusts of about 110 kilometres per hour were recorded at Cheung Chau
Beach that afternoon. According to preliminary reports, there were 16 reports
of flooding including 12 cases in Sai Kung and Tseung Kwan O, and 15 reports
of landslides in Sai Kung area. In the midst of the downpour, the temperature
at the Observatory dropped to the month's lowest of 22.4 degrees again on
that day.
 
     With the departure of the upper-air disturbance, apart from thundery
showers in the morning, the weather improved with sunny intervals during the
day on May 5. Under the influence of an anticyclone aloft, it was mainly fine
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and hot during the day on May 6. While there were sunny periods on the
morning of May 7, the weather became cloudier with a few showers and
thunderstorms in the afternoon with the setting in of an easterly airstream.
The easterly airstream strengthened gradually and continued to affect the
coast of Guangdong, the local weather was mainly cloudy with sunny intervals
from May 8 to 11. While the local weather was hot with sunny intervals during
the day on May 12, a trough of low pressure edged closer to the coast of
southern China and brought heavy showers and thunderstorms to some areas of
Hong Kong in the afternoon. More than 30 millimetres of rainfall were
recorded over Sha Tin and Sai Kung. With the weakening of the trough of low
pressure, the weather became less showery with sunny intervals during the day
on May 13.
 
     With the setting in of a fresh to strong easterly airstream on the night
of May 13, apart from a few showers on that night and at first the next day,
the weather was mainly fine from May 14 to 16. It was very dry during the day
on May 16 and the relative humidity over most parts of the territory once
fell below 40 per cent. The weather turned cloudier on May 17 and 18.
Affected by a trough of low pressure lingering over the coastal areas of
Guangdong and the subsequent upper-air disturbance, the local weather became
mainly cloudy with occasional showers and a few thunderstorms from May 19 to
25. The showers were particularly heavy on May 21. More than 50 millimetres
of rainfall were recorded over most parts of the territory and rainfall even
exceeded 200 millimetres over parts of Lantau Island. With the departure of
the upper-air disturbance, the showers abated with bright periods on the
afternoon of May 26. 

     Under the influence of an active southerly airstream, it was mainly
cloudy with showers and a few thunderstorms on May 27. Another trough of low
pressure moved across the coast of Guangdong on the early morning of May 28
and brought heavy showers and thunderstorms to Hong Kong. Around 30
millimetres of rainfall were recorded over many places of the territory, and
rainfall even exceeded 50 millimetres over Tai Po and Sai Kung. With the
trough of low pressure moving to the northern part of the South China Sea,
the local weather was hot with sunny intervals during the day on May 28 with
temperatures at the Observatory rising to a maximum of 32.0 degrees, the
highest of the month. Affected by a strong easterly airstream, it was dry
with sunny intervals on May 29. The weather was mainly cloudy with a few
showers on May 30. Meanwhile, a broad area of low pressure over the central
to northern part of the South China Sea strengthened into a tropical
depression on the afternoon of May 30 and the Observatory issued the first
tropical cyclone warning signal of this year. The tropical depression
intensified into a tropical storm and was named Maliksi on May 31. With
Maliksi edging towards the coast of western Guangdong, the local weather
deteriorated gradually with occasional showers later that day. More than 10
millimetres of rainfall were recorded over most parts of the territory and
rainfall even exceeded 50 millimetres over parts of the New Territories on
that day.
 
     Two tropical cyclones occurred over the South China Sea and the western
North Pacific in May 2024.



 
     Details of issuance and cancellation of various warnings/signals in the
month are summarised in Table 1. Monthly meteorological figures and
departures from normal for May are tabulated in Table 2.

Import of poultry meat and products
from Sioux County of State of Iowa in
US suspended

     The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department announced today (June 4) that in view of a notification from the
World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) about an outbreak of highly
pathogenic H5N1 avian influenza in Sioux County of the State of Iowa in the
United States (US), the CFS has instructed the trade to suspend the import of
poultry meat and products (including poultry eggs) from the area with
immediate effect to protect public health in Hong Kong.

     A CFS spokesman said that according to the Census and Statistics
Department, Hong Kong imported about 16 480 tonnes of chilled and frozen
poultry meat and about 7.73 million poultry eggs from the US in the first
three months of this year.

     "The CFS has contacted the American authority over the issue and will
closely monitor information issued by the WOAH and the relevant authorities
on the avian influenza outbreak. Appropriate action will be taken in response
to the development of the situation," the spokesman said.

Exchange Fund Bills tender results

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority: 

     Exchange Fund Bills tender results:
 

Tender date : June 4, 2024
Paper on offer : EF Bills
Issue number : Q2423
Issue date : June 5, 2024
Maturity date : September 4, 2024
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Amount applied : HK$144,884 MN
Amount allotted : HK$61,104 MN
Average yield accepted : 4.38 PCT
Highest yield accepted : 4.44 PCT
Pro rata ratio* : About 32 PCT
Average tender yield : 4.51 PCT
****************************
Tender date : June 4, 2024
Paper on offer : EF Bills
Issue number : H2452
Issue date : June 5, 2024
Maturity date : December 4, 2024
Amount applied : HK$51,860 MN
Amount allotted : HK$13,000 MN
Average yield accepted : 4.27 PCT
Highest yield accepted : 4.29 PCT
Pro rata ratio* : About 92 PCT
Average tender yield : 4.39 PCT
****************************
Tender date : June 4, 2024
Paper on offer : EF Bills
Issue number : Y2490
Issue date : June 5, 2024
Maturity date : June 4, 2025
Amount applied : HK$17,565 MN
Amount allotted : HK$3,000 MN
Average yield accepted : 4.28 PCT
Highest yield accepted : 4.32 PCT
Pro rata ratio* : About 85 PCT
Average tender yield : 4.40 PCT

 
*"Pro rata ratio" refers to the average percentage of allotment with respect
to each tender participant's tendered amount at the "highest yield accepted"
level.
 
———————————————————
     Hong Kong Monetary Authority tenders to be held in the week
beginning June 10, 2024:
 

Tender date : June 11, 2024
Paper on offer : EF Bills
Issue number : Q2424
Issue date : June 12, 2024
Maturity date : September 11, 2024



Tenor : 91 Days
Amount on offer : HK$59,823 MN
****************************
Tender date : June 11, 2024
Paper on offer : EF Bills
Issue number : H2453
Issue date : June 12, 2024
Maturity date : December 11, 2024
Tenor : 182 Days

Amount on offer : HK$14,000 MN

Transcript of remarks by CE at media
session before ExCo (with video)

     Following is the transcript of remarks by the Chief Executive, Mr John
Lee, at a media session before the Executive Council meeting today (June 4):
 
Reporter: Good morning, Mr Lee. Some English questions. Firstly, as mentioned
by another reporter, would Hong Kong residents still be able to publicly
mourn June 4 from Causeway Bay tonight, and would the recent arrests in the
police department be counterproductive and instead remind people of the
upcoming June 4? Second question, with regard to the HKU (The University of
Hong Kong) Council, what do you think of the root cause of this infighting
that appears to be going on inside the HKU Council? Do you stand on the side
of the council or on the side of the Vice Chancellor on this matter? And as
the Chancellor of HKU, what are you going to do to help resolve the
infighting and protect the school's reputation and operation? Thank you.

Chief Executive: The Government’s position on public events is very clear.
All activities by any person must be conducted according to the law. No
activities that contravene the law should take place. The Government of
course will take action in accordance with law which includes the Public
Order Ordinance, the Hong Kong National Security Law and the Safeguarding
National Security Ordinance. I have said in my beginning speech that we
should not forget the pain that we all went through in the attempted "colour
revolution", which took place in 2019. The threat to national security is
real, and such activities can happen all of a sudden, and different people
may use different excuses to hide their intention. So it is important that we
all bear that in mind to be on guard all the time against attempts to cause
trouble to Hong Kong particularly disturbing public peace. The Hong Kong
Government will ensure that all activities that take place in public must be
conducted within the law, and for any activities that contravene the law, law
enforcement agencies will take action accordingly.
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     Regarding the HKU, I have noted media reports regarding some internal
matters about the HKU. The HKU is a successful university that belongs to the
Hong Kong SAR (Special Administrative Region). Hong Kong citizens and I
myself, of course, have high expectations of good governance in the HKU. I
have caused action to learn more about what is happening, and I have tasked
the Education Bureau to learn more about what is happening. They will report
to me and then I shall discuss with them the way forward.
 
(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript.)

Recipients of social security payments
and WFA to receive one-off extra
allowance

     The Government today (June 4) announced that, as set out in the 2024-25
Budget, a one-off extra allowance equal to one half of the monthly payment or
allowance will be provided to eligible recipients of social security
payments, including the recipients of the standard rate of Comprehensive
Social Security Assistance, Old Age Allowance, Old Age Living Allowance and
Disability Allowance. Similar arrangements will apply to households in
receipt of Working Family Allowance (WFA). The above recipients will receive
the extra allowance starting from today (details in the Annex).

     A Government spokesman said that recipients who were eligible for social
security payments on May 8, 2024 (i.e. the date on which the Legislative
Council approved the Appropriation Bill 2024), and the households from which
WFA applications were made from November 1, 2023, to May 8, 2024, and
approved would be eligible for the one-off extra allowance. It is estimated
that about 1.66 million social security recipients and about 64 000 WFA
households would benefit from the arrangements, involving a total of about $3
billion in extra allowance. The payment will be credited to the designated
Hong Kong bank accounts of the eligible recipients/households and no separate
application is required.

     For enquiries, recipients of social security payments may call the
hotline (2343 2255) of the Social Welfare Department or contact the
respective Social Security Field Unit. As for enquiries on the WFA Scheme,
please call the hotline (2558 3000) of the Working Family Allowance Office of
the Working Family and Student Financial Assistance Agency.
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