
Open auctions for public market stalls
to be held in June

     The Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) announced today
(June 7) that open auctions for a total of 214 stalls in 28 public markets
will be held in June.

     The retail commodities allowed for sale in these stalls cover cooked
food, frozen meat, fresh meat, fish, fruits, vegetables, ready-to-eat food,
food-related dry goods and wet goods, non-food related dry goods and wet
goods, service trades (including manicures, beauty and Chinese medicine
practitioners), siu mei and lo mei, etc. The tenancy agreement is a three-
year fixed term from August 1, with no right of renewal upon expiry of the
tenancy agreement. The upset prices of the monthly rent of the stalls vary
depending on the sizes, locations and vacancy periods of the individual
stalls. The upset prices for the stalls in an open auction will be initially
fixed at 80 per cent of the open market rent (OMR) if the stalls have been
vacant for over six months, and at 60 per cent of the OMR if the vacant
period has been over eight months. Relevant information is available on the
FEHD website.

     A spokesman for the FEHD said, "Bidders for the market stalls must be at
least 18 years old and ordinarily reside in Hong Kong. To allow more people
to bid for the stalls and increase customer choices by enhancing the
diversity in terms of the variety of stalls, there will be a restriction on
the number of stalls to be rented in the same market by a single tenant. Any
person who is currently a stall tenant is not allowed to bid in the first
round of auction for any stall in the same market, and will only be allowed
to bid for one stall in the second round of auction. The existing tenants
under the new three-year fixed term tenancy scheme (i.e. those persons who
became stall tenants through the market open auctions after August 2022) are
allowed to bid for a stall in the same market in the auction, but shall
deliver vacant possession of the current stall to the FEHD before the
effective date of commencement of the tenancy agreement. The terms and
conditions of the auctions have been uploaded to the FEHD website, with
details of qualifications of the bidders listed."

     The date of the auctions and the number of stalls are as follows:

Kowloon
———-
Auction date: June 17 (Monday) (am)
Number of stalls: 27

Hong Kong Island (except Aberdeen Market)
————————————————–
Auction date: June 19 (Wednesday) (am)
Number of stalls: 77
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Aberdeen Market
——————-
Auction date: June 19 (Wednesday) (pm)
Number of stalls: 15

New Territories
—————–
Auction date: June 21 (Friday)
Number of stalls: 95

     The New Territories auction will be held at Tung Cheong Street Community
Hall, 1/F, Tai Po Tung Cheong Street Leisure Building, 25 Tung Cheong Street,
Tai Po, New Territories. The remaining auctions will be held at Room 410,
4/F, Food and Environmental Hygiene Department Nam Cheong Offices and Vehicle
Depot, 87 Yen Chow Street West, Kowloon. Limited seats are available on a
first-come, first-served basis. The admission tickets will be issued 30
minutes prior to the commencement of each auction. Persons who want to attend
the auctions must wait at the waiting area of the auction venue and produce
their Hong Kong identity card or passport for registration. The registered
person will then be provided with an admission ticket for the auctions. In
addition, eligible bidders after verification will be issued with a bidding
paddle for the auction. The FEHD has also invited representatives of the
Police, the Independent Commission Against Corruption and the Competition
Commission to monitor the auctions at the auction venue in order to ensure
that the open auctions are conducted in an orderly and fair manner.

     Details of the open auctions and the public market stalls concerned
(including stalls for open auction at reduced upset prices) have been
uploaded to the FEHD website
(www.fehd.gov.hk/english/pleasant_environment/tidy_market/open_auction_coming
.html). Bidders interested in the auctions may visit the department website
or contact the respective District Environmental Hygiene Office.

Hong Kong Customs arrests supplier of
external power banks with false trade
description (with photos)

     Hong Kong Customs arrested a person-in-charge of an electronic and
computer products supplier yesterday (June 6), who was suspected of supplying
external power banks with a false trade description, in contravention of the
Trade Descriptions Ordinance (TDO).

     During a follow-up investigation of another case involving suspected
violation of the Ordinance, Customs alleged that the actual electric capacity
of three models of external power banks was inconsistent with what was
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claimed. 

     Afterwards, Customs officers sent three samples to an accredited
laboratory for testing. The results revealed that the electric capacity of
the three samples are 5250.4mAh, 5311.6mAh and 7599.2mAh, which is about 20
per cent to 30 per cent less than the claimed electric capacity.

     Customs officers then took enforcement action yesterday and arrested a
man-in-charge, aged 35, of the supplier involved in the case.

     No potential safety risks have been detected in the three samples. The
case is still under investigation. The arrested person has been released on
bail pending further investigation, and the likelihood of further arrests is
not ruled out.

     Customs reminds traders to comply with the requirements of the TDO.
Also, consumers are reminded to purchase products from reputable shops and to
have a clear knowledge of the product details before purchase.

     Under the TDO, any person who supplies goods with a false trade
description in the course of trade or business, or is in possession of any
goods for sale with a false trade description, commits an offence. The
maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine of $500,000 and imprisonment for
five years.

     Members of the public may report any suspected violation of the TDO to
Customs' 24-hour hotline 2545 6182 or its dedicated crime-reporting email
account (crimereport@customs.gov.hk) or online form
(eform.cefs.gov.hk/form/ced002).
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Phishing instant messages related to
China Construction Bank (Asia)
Corporation Limited

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:
 
     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) wishes to alert members of the
public to a press release issued by China Construction Bank (Asia)
Corporation Limited relating to phishing instant messages, which have been
reported to the HKMA. A hyperlink to the press release is available on
the HKMA website.
      
     The HKMA wishes to remind the public that banks will not send SMS or
emails with embedded hyperlinks which direct them to the banks' websites to
carry out transactions. They will not ask customers for sensitive personal
information, such as login passwords or one-time password, by phone, email or
SMS (including via embedded hyperlinks).
      
     Anyone who has provided his or her personal information, or who has
conducted any financial transactions, through or in response to the instant
messages concerned, should contact the bank using the contact information
provided in the press release, and report the matter to the Police by
contacting the Crime Wing Information Centre of the Hong Kong Police Force at
2860 5012.
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Fraudulent website and internet
banking login screen related to China
CITIC Bank International Limited

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:
 
     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) wishes to alert members of the
public to a press release issued by China CITIC Bank International Limited
relating to a fraudulent website and an internet banking login screen, which
have been reported to the HKMA. A hyperlink to the press release is available
on the HKMA website.

     The HKMA wishes to remind the public that banks will not send SMS or
emails with embedded hyperlinks which direct them to the banks' websites to
carry out transactions. They will not ask customers for sensitive personal
information, such as login passwords or one-time password, by phone, email or
SMS (including via embedded hyperlinks).

     Anyone who has provided his or her personal information, or who has
conducted any financial transactions, through or in response to the website
or login screen concerned, should contact the bank using the contact
information provided in the press release, and report the matter to the
Police by contacting the Crime Wing Information Centre of the Hong Kong
Police Force at 2860 5012.

CHP announces one new confirmed
melioidosis infection case over past
week

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health today
(June 7) said that one new confirmed melioidosis infection case had been
recorded in the past week (May 31 to June 6).

     The case involves a 65-year-old female with underlying illnesses who
lives in Sham Shui Po. She started coughing since mid-May and attended the
Caritas Medical Centre on May 28 due to worsening symptoms and a fever. She
was admitted on the same day. She is in stable condition. Her clinical sample
was confirmed positive for Burkholderia pseudomallei upon testing.
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     The CHP is investigating the infection source of the case.
Epidemiological investigations are ongoing. So far, three melioidosis
infection cases have been recorded in Hong Kong this year. In 2023, 17
melioidosis infection cases were recorded.

     A spokesman for the CHP reiterated that person-to-person transmission
and animal-to-human transmission are rare, but melioidosis bacteria can
survive in the local environment. Melioidosis is an endemic disease in Hong
Kong and melioidosis cases have been recorded in Hong Kong each year.
According to literature, infection cases are more common after typhoons or
storms. The bacterium Burkholderia pseudomallei of melioidosis in soil and
muddy water may become exposed to the ground after typhoons or storms, and
the bacteria could spread more easily with strong winds or storms. As such,
the number of melioidosis cases may increase.

     The CHP reminded members of the public that melioidosis can be spread by
contaminated soil and water during and after typhoons and storms. Where
practicable, people should stay indoors during typhoons and storms, avoid
travelling to areas with potential flooding, and do not wade in or have
contact with muddy water and soil. In addition, high-risk individuals should
avoid paths near stormwater drains where aerosols may be generated from
contaminated water.

     Members of the public should also take the following preventive measures
against infection:
 

Avoid contact with contaminated soil;
Wear appropriate protective clothing or footwear when participating in
activities with possible contact with soil or water, e.g. using gloves
and wearing boots. High-risk individuals may also consider wearing a
surgical mask;
Wash or shower after exposure to contaminated water or soil;
Always clean any wounds as soon as possible and cover any cuts or grazes
with waterproof dressings;
Wash hands with liquid soap and water after handling soil or gardening;
Observe food hygiene and avoid drinking raw water; and
Travellers can contract the disease through outdoor water sports. Risk
of infection can be minimised by avoiding exposure to water sources
(such as rivers, ponds or lakes) that might be contaminated.

     â€‹The CHP appealed to members of the public to seek medical advice if
they develop symptoms, in particular people with diabetes or other
immunocompromised conditions, in order to receive appropriate medical
diagnosis and treatment. For more information on melioidosis, please visit
the website of the CHP
at www.chp.gov.hk/en/healthtopics/content/24/101110.html.
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