
Government makes “restriction-testing
declarations” and issues compulsory
testing notices in respect of
specified “restricted areas” in Kwai
Chung

     The Government today (January 22) exercised the power under the
Prevention and Control of Disease (Compulsory Testing for Certain Persons)
Regulation (Cap. 599J) to make "restriction-testing declarations"
(declarations) effective from 8pm, under which people (hereafter referred to
as "persons subject to compulsory testing") within the specified "restricted
areas" in Kwai Chung (i.e. Hiu Kwai House, Yuk Kwai House and Nga Kwai House
in Kwai Chung Estate. See Annex) are required to stay in their premises and
undergo compulsory testing. Persons subject to compulsory testing are
required to stay in their premises until all such persons identified in the
"restricted areas" have undergone testing and the test results are mostly
ascertained. The Government aims at finishing these exercises at about 10am
tomorrow (January 23).
      
     A Government spokesman said, "Under Cap. 599J, the Government can,
according to the needs of infection control, make a 'restriction-testing
declaration'. As a number of cases tested preliminarily positive/positive
have been detected at Kwai Chung Estate in recent days, and the test results
involved mutant strain, the risks of infection in the relevant areas are
assessed to be likely higher, so the Government decided to make 'restriction-
testing declarations' for the relevant areas after the test results were
found to be positive."
      
     The Government has set up temporary specimen collection stations at the
"restricted areas" and requested persons subject to testing to undergo
testing before 1am tomorrow. Arrangements have been made for persons subject
to testing to undergo a nucleic acid test at specimen collection stations
where dedicated staff will collect samples through combined nasal and throat
swabs. Persons subject to testing must stay at their place of residence until
all test results are ascertained to avoid cross-infection risk. The
Government will arrange for door-to-door specimen collection for people with
impaired mobility and elderly persons.       

     The Government spokesman said, "We understand that these exercises will
cause inconvenience to the public. The Government has made arrangements to
carry out testing for all persons present in the 'restricted areas' as soon
as possible. The aim is to strive to complete testing of all identified
persons subject to compulsory testing and confirm the results, and finish the
exercises at around 10am tomorrow. The Government will make public
announcements when the declarations expire officially. In the cases in which
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employees are unable to go to work because of the declarations, the
Government hopes their employers can exercise discretion and not deduct the
salaries or benefits of the employees."
      
     If staying in the "restricted areas" will cause unreasonable hardship to
individuals who are not residents in the areas when the declarations take
effect, government officers may exercise discretion and allow that person to
leave the area after considering the individual circumstances. That person
must have followed the instructions to undergo testing and leave his/her
personal information for contact purposes.
      
     According to the compulsory testing notices to be issued today, any
person who had been present at the above buildings for more than two hours
from January 13, 2022 to January 22, 2022, even if they were not present in
the "restricted areas" at the time when the declarations took effect, must
undergo compulsory testing on or before January 24, 2022. As mutant strain is
involved, and having considered relevant infection risks, for prudence's
sake, vaccinated persons and persons who have recently been tested are also
required to undergo testing.
      
     In addition, in accordance with the latest arrangement, persons who
resided in the same building as the case tested preliminarily
positive/positive carrying variant of concern suspected to be Omicron are
required to undergo compulsory testing on days 2, 3, 4, 7, 12 and 19 counting
from the day subsequent to that when the relevant confirmed case last stayed
in that building before being admitted to hospital for treatment or leaving
Hong Kong.
      
     The Home Affairs Department has set up a hotline (Tel: 2835 1473) which
starts operation at 8pm today for residents restricted by the declarations to
make enquiries and seek assistance. The Social Welfare Department will also
provide assistance to the affected persons.
      
     The Government appeals to persons subject to compulsory testing for
their full co-operation by registering and undergoing testing, and waiting
for the results patiently at home. The Government will strictly follow up on
whether the persons concerned have complied with the compulsory testing
notices and "restriction-testing declarations". Any person who fails to
comply with the compulsory testing notices commits an offence and may be
fined a fixed penalty of $5,000. The person would also be issued with a
compulsory testing order requiring him or her to undergo testing within a
specified time frame. Failure to comply with the compulsory testing order or
the "restriction-testing declaration" is an offence and the offender would be
liable to a fine at level 4 ($25,000) and imprisonment for six months.     



Appeal for information on missing man
in Sham Shui Po (with photo)

     Police today (January 22) appealed to the public for information on a
man who went missing in Sham Shui Po.

     Chow Kwok-ming, aged 47, went missing after he left his residence on Lai
Chi Kok Road on January 20 evening. His family made a report to Police
yesterday (January 21).

     He is about 1.68 metres tall, 75 kilograms in weight and of medium
build. He has a square face with yellow complexion and short greyish white
hair. He was last seen wearing a black and red jacket, a dark-coloured
sweater, dark-coloured shorts and slippers.

     Anyone who knows the whereabouts of the missing man or may have seen him
is urged to contact the Regional Missing Person Unit of Kowloon West on 3661
8038 or 9020 6542 or email to rmpu-kw@police.gov.hk, or contact any police
station.

 

  

Appeal for information on missing
woman in Western District (with photo)

     Police today (January 22) appealed to the public for information on a
woman who went missing in Western District.

     Nurul Hidayani Bt Sahiran, aged 40, went missing after she was last seen
on Second Street on January 16. Her employer made a report to Police on the
next day.
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     She is about 1.53 metres tall, 49 kilograms in weight and of medium
build. She has a pointed face with yellow complexion and long black hair. She
was last seen wearing a red jacket, yellow shirt, grey trousers, white shoes
and a black coloured scarf on her head.
      
     Anyone who knows the whereabouts of the missing woman or may have seen
her is urged to contact the Regional Missing Person Unit of Hong Kong Island
on 2860 1040 or 9886 0034 or email to rmpu-hki@police.gov.hk, or contact any
police station.

 

  

Missing man in Sha Tin located

     A man who went missing in Sha Tin has been located.

     Lam Chi-hung, aged 47, went missing after he left his residence in Fung
Wo Estate at night on January 16. His relatives made a report to Police on
the same day.

     The man was located today (January 22). He sustained no injuries and no
suspicious circumstances were detected.
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Government tightens boarding and
quarantine requirements for places
with Omicron cases detected

     The Government announced today (January 22) that in view of the latest
global developments of the COVID-19 pandemic situation, Turks and Caicos
Islands will be specified as a Group A specified place from 0.00am on January
25 to tighten the boarding and quarantine requirements for relevant inbound
travellers.
 
     To manage and prevent the importation risks posed by Omicron cases, the
Government continues to employ the most stringent measures to guard against
importation of cases. Overseas places where Omicron cases have been detected
that may lead to local transmission and exportation of cases will be
specified as Group A specified places. Noting that the detection of Omicron
cases was confirmed in Turks and Caicos Islands, the Government will specify
it as a Group A specified place from 0.00am on January 25. Non-Hong Kong
residents who have stayed there within 21 days will not be allowed to enter
Hong Kong. Hong Kong residents can only board a flight for Hong Kong if they
have been fully vaccinated and hold a recognised vaccination record. They
will have to undergo compulsory quarantine in a designated quarantine hotel
for 21 days upon returning to Hong Kong, with six tests to be conducted
during quarantine, followed by compulsory testing in a community testing
centre on the 26th day of arrival in Hong Kong.
 
     Details on the relevant boarding and compulsory quarantine requirements
for respective specified places can be found at
www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/inbound-travel.html.
 
     The Government will gazette the relevant updated specifications under
the Prevention and Control of Disease (Regulation of Cross-boundary
Conveyances and Travellers) Regulation (Cap. 599H) to effect the above
measures.
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