
LCQ9: Isolation and quarantine
arrangements amid the epidemic

     â€‹Following is a question by Dr the Hon Dennis Lam and a written reply
by the Secretary for Food and Health, Professor Sophia Chan, in the
Legislative Council today (May 25):
 
Question:
 
     It has been reported that earlier on, a confirmed patient of the
Coronavirus Disease 2019 who was suffering from various chronic diseases died
while under isolation at a community isolation facility. Also, an 87-year-old
person died while under quarantine at a designated quarantine hotel (DQH). In
this connection, will the Government inform this Council:
 
(1) whether the Government currently requires confirmed patients to declare
their significant past medical history and medication history, and whether it
provides relevant lists to facilitate such patients to submit sufficient
information for the pre-triage assessment; if so, whether it will review if
such lists are comprehensive enough for ensuring that confirmed patients can
be triaged and sent to suitable isolation or medical facilities;
 
(2) whether it will review the triage procedure for confirmed patients, and
request healthcare personnel of the Hospital Authority to take part in the
pre-triage initial assessment for confirmed patients;
 
(3) whether it will (i) review the considerations for determining if it is
appropriate for a confirmed patient to be isolated alone, and (ii) triage
confirmed patients who are suffering from relatively serious chronic diseases
and with unstable conditions as well as those aged above 75 for sending to
hospitals for isolation and treatment;
 
(4) whether it will review the medical support to be provided to persons with
chronic diseases when they are under isolation or quarantine;
 
(5) whether it knows if DQHs have arranged dedicated staff to provide
assistance to persons under quarantine at their hotels when such persons have
urgent needs such as medical treatment, and whether the Government has issued
guidelines to the hotels in this regard; and
 
(6) given that the aforesaid two incidents were only discovered when the
family members had been unable to contact the victims and requested the
staff's assistance, whether the Government will consider requiring persons
under isolation or quarantine to regularly contact the staff concerned using
instant messaging applications (e.g. reporting body temperature), so as to
let the staff know their physical conditions?
 
Reply:
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President,
 
     In light of the fifth wave of COVID-19 epidemic, the Government will,
depending on the health risks, care needs and transmission risks in the
households of infected persons, make arrangements for them according to the
multi-tiered triage and treatment strategy for suitable treatment and
isolation. Generally, asymptomatic persons who do not require medical support
but have to be isolated at a place other than their household due to their
care needs or household environment will be admitted to the Penny's Bay
Community Isolation Facility (CIF) to reduce transmission risks. In addition,
the Government has implemented the Designated Quarantine Hotel (DQH) Scheme
since December 22, 2020, requiring all arrivals from specified places to
undergo compulsory quarantine at DQHs as a measure to further prevent the
importation of COVID-19 cases.
      
     In consultation with the Security Bureau, the Department of Health (DH)
and the Hospital Authority (HA), my reply to the various parts of the
question raised by Dr the Hon Dennis Lam is as follows:
 
(1) The DH requires individuals tested positive through the nucleic acid
tests or rapid antigen tests to submit their personal particulars and basic
epidemiological data through its online platforms (www.chp.gov.hk/cdpi and
www.chp.gov.hk/ratp/). The websites provide a questionnaire for relevant
infected persons to conduct risk assessment themselves to see if their
household environment is suitable for isolation, or if they have to be
admitted to CIFs based on relevant risk factors, including the suitability of
household environment in terms of physical and health conditions of relevant
individuals, such as self-care abilities, whether they need to be taken care
of by others, have chronic illnesses, are pregnant. 
 
(2) to (4) After reviewing the operational experience, the HA has further
enhanced the arrangements for admission to CIFs from May 4, 2022 onwards.
Chronically ill patients in more serious or unstable conditions and elderly
persons aged above 70 without accompanying family members will be arranged
for admission to the North Lantau Hospital Hong Kong Infection Control Centre
(NLTH HKICC) or other hospital facilities for isolation, so as to be provided
with more appropriate monitoring and care.
 
     Healthcare personnel deployed to the CIF by the HA will conduct initial
assessment for infected persons arranged to undergo isolation at the Penny's
Bay CIF. To facilitate monitoring, infected persons with chronic illness but
in stable condition will be admitted to units in special blocks installed
with emergency alarm system and in close proximity to the medical post.
Moreover, outreach medical teams will visit these infected persons regularly
every day to provide them with proper care and assistance. Infected persons
assessed by healthcare personnel as having high risks (e.g. with complicated
medical conditions or with recent and serious health problems) will be
transferred to the NLTH HKICC or other hospital facilities for closer
monitoring and treatment.
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     As infected persons aged above 70 are prone to complications or sudden
deterioration of conditions, they are also categorised as having high risks
and considered unsuitable for isolation in individual units on their own.
Those without accompanying carers will be transferred to the NLTH HKICC or
other hospital facilities for enhanced monitoring. Those in relatively stable
conditions, if accompanied by carers, will be accommodated in units specially
designed for the elderly at the CIF, in which barrier-free facilities and
emergency alarm system are provided. Besides, outreach medical teams will
visit them regularly and maintain close contact with their family members to
monitor their conditions closely.
 
(5) and (6) For persons under quarantine at DQHs, the DH briefs inbound
travellers on relevant quarantine arrangements through a dedicated website
(www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/designated-hotel-returnees.html) and by
distributing a leaflet on Points to Note for Designated Hotel Quarantine for
Inbound Travellers, reminding them that for any urgent needs, medical or
otherwise, they may contact DQH staff or call the DH's 24-hour hotline centre
for persons under quarantine. In case of emergency, they may dial 999 to seek
assistance from the Police.
 
     The DH will provide training to DQH staff and request them to assist the
persons under quarantine, including:
 
(a) exercising common sense when considering whether the special requests of
persons under quarantine are reasonable, and attending to their needs. DQHs
should provide suitable assistance and fulfill the medical requests of
persons under quarantine whenever possible, such as delivering medicine to
them;
(b) ensuring sufficient manpower to handle emergencies. In case of emergency,
they should dial 999 to seek assistance from the Police;
(c) paying close attention to the condition of persons under quarantine
regularly. If they do not dispose of garbage or collect meals regularly, DQH
staff should call them to check on their conditions. If they cannot be
reached after several attempts, under an emergency or when their safety is of
concern, DQH staff may open the doors of their rooms after wearing suitable
personal protective equipment to assist as appropriate even without prior
Government approval, and report to relevant Government departments
afterwards; and
(d) assisting in contacting the persons under quarantine if their family
members request so to understand the situation.
 
     Moreover, the DH provides support to DQHs and answers medical-related or
other enquiries via a 24-hour help desk hotline.
      
     Meanwhile, to ensure that persons with special needs (such as minors or
the elderly) can receive the required care when admitted to DQHs, if the
person under quarantine requires an accompanying carer, the accompanying
carer can apply to the DH before the person's arrival to Hong Kong or after
receiving his or her Quarantine Order upon arrival. The accompanying carer
and the person under quarantine will undergo quarantine in the same DQH room
until the end of the quarantine period. 
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     A 24-hour telephone hotline manned by staff of the Civil Aid Service is
available at the Penny's Bay CIF to provide information and enquiry services
for persons under quarantine. Medical support hotline services are also
available at the community isolation hotels. Those under isolation who are in
need or feel unwell may contact the staff on duty via the hotline for
immediate assistance or medical support. If necessary, the staff on duty will
notify the healthcare personnel on-site immediately for rendering medical
support. Security staff and housekeeping assistants at the facilities will
also conduct regular inspections of the isolation units. If any person is in
need of assistance or should any unexpected incidents occur, relevant staff
will be informed immediately for taking appropriate actions.

Hong Kong 2022 International Society
for the Performing Arts Congress being
held online

     The Hong Kong 2022 International Society for the Performing Arts (ISPA)
Congress is being held from today (May 25) until May 27 (Friday) online under
the theme of "To Connect Beyond", marking Hong Kong as the first Asian city
that has won the bid for organising the ISPA Congress twice, following the
success of hosting this international event in 2006.

     Presented by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department, this ISPA
mid-year Congress gathers some 400 leaders from the arts and cultural
industry, and professionals of performing arts from over 30 regions. The
programme includes panel discussions, keynotes, performance showcases and
more as the Congress explores topics such as the connection between artists
and the community, the relationship between culture territories and
performing venues, and the inheritance of culture and art tech. In
addition, 10 innovative projects selected by the ISPA will be presented to
the delegates at the "Pitch New Works" sessions of the Congress. Among the 10
selected works, four are by Hong Kong groups including KNG Studio, City
Contemporary Dance Company, Tang Shu-wing Theatre Studio and Hong Kong Dance
Company.

     Speakers from across the globe include conductor and composer Mr Tan
Dun; the Chief Executive Officer of West Kowloon Cultural District Authority,
Mrs Betty Fung; choreographer and art director Mr Shen Wei; Artistic Director
of the Ronald O. Perelman Performing Arts Center in the United States Mr Bill
Rauch; Artistic Director and Chief Executive of London's Sadler's Wells
Theatre Sir Alistair Spalding; the Chief Executive Officer of the National
Arts Council Singapore, Mrs Rosa Daniel, and many more.
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     Speaking at the opening of the Congress, the Acting Secretary for Home
Affairs, Mr Jack Chan, said that Hong Kong is honoured to host this important
international performance arts congress for the second time after the first
hosting in 2006. Under the National 14th Five-Year Plan, the Central People's
Government has supported Hong Kong as a hub for international arts and
cultural exchanges, and as a springboard for enhanced networks between arts
institutions and practitioners that brings new opportunities for
intercultural collaboration in the region and worldwide. 
 
     Mr Chan said with the completion or imminent opening of a number of new
or revitalised cultural projects, performance venues and facilities in Hong
Kong, including the West Kowloon Cultural District, the East Kowloon Cultural
Centre and the Tai Kwun, Hong Kong is about to turn a new page in its
cultural development, striving to become vital connector between the Mainland
and other global regions and as a hub, gathering creative inspirations and
exploring infinite possibilities.
 
     He said, "Through the many sessions of this virtual Congress, I am sure
ISPA delegates will continue to connect and navigate as a community,
enhancing mutual understanding, building a good foundation for closer
collaboration in arenas outside the Congress and beyond."

     The ISPA has established the ISPA Awards since 1975 to recognise
outstanding individuals for their contribution to the performing arts and
their communities. The 2022 award recipients were announced earlier. The
"Distinguished Artist Award" went to renowned choreographer, dancer, artist
and painter Mr Shen Wei, and the Artistic Director and Principal Conductor
for Life of the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra, Mr Yan Huichang. The Chief
Executive of the Hong Kong Arts Development Council, Ms Winsome Chow, was
awarded the "International Citation of Merit", and the "Angel Award" was
presented to veteran arts administrator Professor Tseng Sun-Man. The award
ceremony will be broadcast via the virtual platform during the Congress
period.

     Founded in 1948, the ISPA is a global association of more than 500 arts
management leaders from 56 regions, who come together with the shared goal of
strengthening and developing the arts internationally. It achieves this by
building leadership abilities, recognising and discussing field-wide trends
and new developments, and deepening global exchanges through the arts. ISPA
members include presenters, performing arts organisations, artist managers,
funders, consultants and other professionals working in the performing arts.

LCQ10: Quality Education Fund

     Following is a question by the Hon Chan Yuet-ming and a written reply by
the Secretary for Education, Mr Kevin Yeung, in the Legislative Council today
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(May 25):
 
Question:
 
     The Quality Education Fund (QEF) aims to support projects that are
innovative and capable of enriching students' learning experiences and
encouraging school-based initiatives. Regarding the QEF, will the Government
inform this Council:
 
(1) of the number of staff members in the QEF Secretariat and, among them,
the number of those who are responsible for handling applications for grants;
the total payroll expenses for staff in the QEF Secretariat last year;
 
(2) of the following information of the projects financed by the QEF in
relation to the seven priority themes for 2020-2021 (i.e. (a) STEM education,
(b) Information Technology in Education, (c) Assessment Literacy, (d) Life-
wide Learning, (e) Positive Values, (f) Students' Balanced Development and
(g) Effective Leadership and School Management): (i) number of projects, (ii)
amount of funding granted, (iii) highest per capita allocation and (iv)
lowest per capita allocation (i.e. the per capita allocation among students
directly benefitted from each project) (set out in the following table);
 

Priority theme

2020-2021 school
year

2021-2022 school year
to date Total

(i) (ii) (iii
) (iv) (i) (ii) (iii

) (iv) (i) (ii)

(a)           
…           
(g)           
Total           

 
(3) of the average time taken by the QEF to vet and approve an application
for grant in the past three years; whether it has assessed if the length of
time taken for vetting and approving applications will affect the
effectiveness of schools in enhancing the quality of education; if it has, of
the details; if not, the reasons for that;
 
(4) given that for the year ended August 31, 2021, the QEF's expenditure on
grants only amounted to about $300 million but its accumulated surplus stood
as high as about $10.5 billion, some members of the public have queried that
the resources under the QEF have not been properly utilised, and that the
Fund's objective has changed from promoting quality of education to making
investments or savings, whether the Government has examined the reasons for
the presence of a huge surplus in the QEF; if so, of the details; if not, the
reasons for that;
 
(5) of the total number of projects with national education-related themes
that were financed by the QEF in the past five years and the amount of



funding involved, and set out, by project name in a table, the name of the
applicant organisation, the year in which the funding was approved and the
amount of funding approved; and
 
(6) whether the Education Bureau will consider setting national education as
one of the yearly priority themes of the QEF, and adding under QEF funding
programmes that are related to enhancing the quality of national education;
if so, of the details; if not, the reasons for that?
 
Reply:
 
President,
 
     The Quality Education Fund (QEF) was established in 1998 to fund
projects that aim to raise the quality of school education and to promote
quality school education at all levels. The Permanent Secretary for Education
Incorporated (PSEdI) holds the QEF upon trust. Being the trustee of the QEF,
the PSEdI approves funding for worthwhile projects and signs with individual
grantees an agreement setting out the terms and conditions of the funds. The
PSEdI sets up a steering committee under the QEF to set policies for the
allocation of funds, and make recommendations to the Government on all
funding applications. The steering committee is supported by a secretariat.
Since its establishment, the QEF has funded over 12 700 projects with a total
funding amount of over $6.1 billion.
 
     Our reply to the Hon Chan Yuet-ming's question is as follows:
 
(1) The QEF Secretariat, set up under the Education Bureau (EDB), has overall
management responsibility for the QEF. Besides providing secretarial support
to the steering committee, it is also responsible for various duties such as
processing applications, monitoring progress of projects, and disseminating
good practices and experiences of funded projects. Currently, there are 22
staff members of the QEF Secretariat mainly responsible for processing
applications. As the staff salary expenditure of the QEF Secretariat is
subsumed in the overall expenditure of the EDB, a breakdown is not available.
 
(2) – (4) Initiatives implemented on a school-based pilot basis in
kindergarten, primary, secondary and special education, with a view to
enabling students to attain all-round development and develop positive values
and attitudes as well as enhancing the professional capacity of teachers,
will raise the quality of education and are worthy of the QEF's funding
support. Schools, educational bodies, tertiary institutions, non-governmental
organisations as well as individuals can apply for a one-off funding from the
QEF to carry out projects that meet the needs of schools and contribute to
the improvement of the quality of school education.
 
     Starting from 2003, the QEF has introduced priority themes which address
the needs of education. The QEF reviews the priority themes from time to time
and makes adjustment on a need basis so as to meet the needs of education
development in Hong Kong. In the 2020/21 and 2021/22 school year, the QEF has
introduced seven priority themes, including STEM Education, Information



Technology in Education, Assessment Literacy, Life-wide Learning, Positive
Values, Students' Balanced Development and Effective Leadership and School
Management. The priority themes may not be exhaustive. Hence, apart from the
priority themes, the QEF also provides funding support to other quality
projects that meet the needs of schools.
 
     Besides, the QEF has also launched theme-based funding programmes in
recent years, including the Dedicated Funding Programme for Publicly-funded
Schools for schools to implement school-based curriculum design and/or
student support measures; the "My Pledge to Act" Funding Programme to
facilitate schools to nurture positive values and attitudes among students;
and the Enhanced "My Pledge to Act" Funding Programme to further support
schools to promote national education, national security education as well as
media and information literacy education, with the application procedures for
the latter two programmes being further streamlined. Schools can, with due
regard to their own context and students' needs, devise school-based project
proposals and apply to the QEF for funding. The above-mentioned theme-based
funding programmes are welcomed by the school sector. Since its launch in the
2018/19 school year, an accumulative total of over 2 000 applications under
the Dedicated Funding Programme for Publicly-funded Schools have been
received. As for the "My Pledge to Act" Funding Programme and the Enhanced
"My Pledge to Act" Funding Programme subsequently launched, more than 1 200
applications have been received in total.
 
     Upon the implementation of various theme-based funding programmes,
schools provided with more options might not necessarily apply for funding
under the priority themes. In the 2020/21 and 2021/22 school year, the number
of priority themes projects funded by the QEF with breakdown by theme and the
respective funding amount are set out as follows:
 

Priority themes Number of projects
funded by the QEF

Amount of funding
(about $ million)

STEM Education 18 21
Information Technology in
Education 15 13

Assessment Literacy 2 2
Life-wide Learning 10 8
Positive Values 23 29
Students’ Balanced
Development 6 7

Effective Leadership and
School Management 2 2

Total 76 82

 
     The QEF launched a variety of funding programmes for applications by
various sectors of society (including school and non-school organisations as
well as individuals). Applicants can devise project details (including



funding amount sought, number and types of beneficiaries, etc) on their own
accord with due regard to the needs of schools. The QEF considers each
application according to the prevailing assessment criteria with due
consideration to its effectiveness in enhancing the quality of school
education as a whole, instead of evaluating an application merely based on
per capita allocation. Projects funded by the QEF cover diversified aspects
of school education, including learning and teaching, student support and
development, teachers' professional development, home-school co-operation. In
general, project activities are implemented by grantees using a whole school
approach and the beneficiaries, apart from students, often include different
stakeholders such as teachers and parents. Implementing project activities
funded by the QEF not only benefits students' learning and development, but
also brings positive impact on teachers' professional development, home-
school co-operation, school culture and atmosphere, etc. All these outcomes
are not quantifiable. The per capita allocation calculated based on the
funding amount and the number of student beneficiaries could neither fully
reflect the actual circumstances of project implementation nor the project
impact on school education; it might also lead to unnecessary
misinterpretation.
 
     In the past three years, the QEF had received more than 3 000
applications. Individual applications were processed in accordance with the
prevailing procedures and assessment criteria. In view of the difference in
magnitude, complexity and funding amount sought, the time required for
processing individual applications varies. In general, the processing time
for projects of a smaller scale is relatively shorter. For those schools'
applications lacking sufficient details, the QEF Secretariat would have to
follow up with the schools for clarification and supplementary information on
a need basis, leading to longer processing time. However, the related process
allows schools to further review and refine the project proposals, improve
the project design and enhance the overall effectiveness of project
implementation. Hence, there is no direct relationship between the amount of
the processing time and the effectiveness of the project on enhancing the
quality of school education.
 
     The accumulation of surplus of the fund is not a result of ineffective
use of available resources. As long as the applications submitted to the QEF
will contribute to the improvement of the quality of school education, they
will be supported by the QEF regardless of their scale. The accumulated
surplus of the QEF is mainly from the gains from investment over the years.
The Director of Accounting Services is responsible for handling the
investment of the QEF with the objective of generating a reasonable growth in
the value of the funds whilst producing recurrent income to meet funding
needs. The QEF has been adopting a prudent strategy in diversifying its
investment with proper risk management. The surplus recorded is mainly
attributed to favourable investment returns. As at August 31, 2021, the
balance of the QEF is around $10.5 billion which has to be earmarked to cover
a number of current funding programmes. Just the Dedicated Funding Programme
for Publicly-funded Schools ($3 billion earmarked), the e-Learning Funding
Programme ($1.5 billion earmarked) and the e-Learning Ancillary Facilities
Programme ($500 million earmarked) have accounted for a total of $5 billion



being set aside, not to mention other programmes requiring funding support of
the QEF including the Priority Themes Funding Programme, the "My Pledge to
Act" Funding Programme (funding cap of $200,000 for each publicly-funded
school and kindergarten joining the kindergarten education scheme), and the
Enhanced "My Pledge to Act" Funding Programme (funding cap of $300,000 for
each publicly-funded school and $150,000 for each kindergarten joining the
kindergarten education scheme). These funding programmes are currently under
implementation.
 
(5) National education being an integral part of values education includes
the understanding of Chinese culture, Chinese history, national affairs, the
Constitution, the Basic Law and the concept of national security, as well as
to cultivate students' identity with Chinese culture and the nation, and
strengthen the awareness of teachers and students of their common
responsibility to safeguard national security. In the past five years, 189
applications related to national education had been approved with total
funding amount of around $97 million. From the 2017/18 to 2021/22 school
year, the number of applications in relation to national education funded by
the QEF in each of the school year and the respective funding amount are set
out as follows:
 

School year Number of applications
funded by the QEF

Amount of funding
(about $ million)

2017/18 17 10
2018/19 22 21
2019/20 13 14
2020/21 14 22

2021/22+
123*
(497 applications are
under processing)

30*
(Applications with
total amount of
funding sought of
around $130 million
are under
processing)

Total 189* 97*

As a prevailing practice, the QEF does not disclose the names of individual
organisations to avoid labelling effect and piece-meal interpretation of
individual applications and results.
+ As at mid-May 2022
* Facilitating measures for the Enhanced "My Pledge to Act" Funding Programme
have been launched by the QEF with the application deadline extended to end
of January 2024. Hence, schools are still making applications. As at mid-May
2022, the QEF has received a total of 618 applications with total amount of
funding sought of around $150 million. According to records, over 90 per cent
of applications under the Enhanced "My Pledge to Act" Funding Programme were
approved with funding support.
 
(6) The EDB has been optimising the usage of the QEF to support schools'



development needs and enhance the quality of education with the priority
themes reviewed regularly and theme-based funding programmes introduced on a
timely basis. To support schools to nurture students' positive values and
attitudes, the QEF has included Positive Values encompassing national
identity as a priority theme. The QEF also launched the Enhanced "My Pledge
to Act" Funding Programme last year for schools' application for additional
funding to step up measures to promote values education, including national
education and national security education.

LCQ3: Basic Law Test for newly-
appointed teachers

     Following is a question by the Hon Cheung Kwok-kwan and a reply by the
Secretary for Education, Mr Kevin Yeung, in the Legislative Council today
(May 25):
 
Question:

     The Chief Executive announced in the 2021 Policy Address that starting
from the 2022-2023 school year, newly-appointed regular teachers in public
sector schools are required to pass the Basic Law Test (BLT) in order to be
considered for appointment. In this connection, will the Government inform
this Council:

(1) whether it will make public the number of teachers who obtained a pass in
the first round of BLT held in January this year; if so, of such number,
together with a breakdown by type of newly-appointed regular teachers (i.e.
newly-joined teachers, and in-service teachers who were changing schools or
switching to a regular teaching post), as well as the respective percentages
of that number of passed teachers in the number of teachers who sat for BLT
and in the number of teachers in public sector schools across the territory;

(2) of the number, in the second round of BLT held this month, of those
teachers who re-sat BLT as they had not obtained a pass in the first round of
BLT, and when the Government will announce the results of this round of BLT;
and

(3) as some members of the education sector have relayed that May to July
each year is the peak season for schools to conduct teachers recruitment,
whether it has assessed if the two rounds of BLT conducted so far by the
Government for teachers could meet the demand of schools; if it has assessed
and the outcome is in the negative, whether it will consider immediately
arranging additional BLT sessions and allowing teachers to submit their BLT
results later on, so as to help schools rationalise the procedure for
teachers recruitment; if so, of the details; if not, the reasons for that?
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Reply:
 
President,

     The Basic Law is the constitutional document for the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (HKSAR) which enshrines the basic policies of the
People's Republic of China regarding Hong Kong, provides a solid
constitutional basis for the implementation of the concept of "one country,
two systems" and the various systems in the HKSAR. It is closely related to
our daily lives. The Basic Law has been a key element of the school
curriculum. Students learn the related concept and its importance through
diverse learning experience within and beyond the classroom. Besides, the
words and deeds of teachers have a far-reaching impact on students' growth.
Teachers should be committed to nurturing students into quality citizens with
a sense of social responsibility and national identity, an affection for Hong
Kong as well as an international perspective. In this regard, teachers should
have a correct understanding of the Basic Law so that they could enlighten
students and help them correctly understand the constitutional status of Hong
Kong and develop positive attitudes towards the Basic Law and "one country,
two systems". We require teachers to have a clear understanding of the Basic
Law, and make it one of the entry requirements for teachers.

     Starting from the 2022/23 school year, regular teachers in public sector
schools are required to pass the designated Basic Law Tests (BLT) before they
could be considered for appointment. This requirement is applicable to newly
appointed regular teachers including newly-joined teachers, teachers changing
schools, teachers switching to a regular teaching post from a teaching post
outside the approved establishment and monthly-paid temporary teachers.
Designated BLTs include the BLTs organised by the Education Bureau (EDB) and
the Civil Service Bureau (CSB), as well as the Basic Law and National
Security Law Test (BLNST) newly introduced by the CSB in June 2022.

     Our reply to the Hon Cheung Kwok-kwan's question is as follows:
 
(1) & (2) To tie in with the above requirement, the EDB conducted two rounds
of the BLT on a pilot basis. The first round was held on January 8, 2022 with
around 5 400 applicants. Around 4 200 candidates sat for the test and the
attendance rate was about 80 per cent. Over 70 per cent of the attendees
obtained a pass result in the test, which was similar to the results of the
BLTs conducted by the CSB. The second round of the BLT, originally scheduled
to be held in late February, was postponed to May 21 in light of the severe
epidemic situation. There were around 9 100 applicants and the attendance
rate was about 80 per cent. We are now speeding up the marking and checking
processes and it is expected that the test results will be issued to
candidates starting from late May to early June.

     The objective of organising the two rounds of the BLT is to help
teachers who plan to join a school and those changing schools in the public
school sector in the 2022/23 school year to fulfil the relevant requirement.
The test results will be recognised regardless of which rounds of the BLT the
candidates joined or whether they joined the second round after failing to
obtain a pass result in the first round. Therefore, relevant data analyses on



candidates of these two rounds of test are not conducted.

     Persons who join the above BLTs are required to possess a bachelor's
degree or are to-be graduates with equivalent qualifications. However, there
is no requirement that they must be newly-joined teachers or teachers
changing schools. In fact, we do not have data on whether they will apply for
joining a school or changing schools, or whether they have successfully
joined a school or changed schools. Firstly, most schools have not started
their recruitment exercise for the 2022/23 school year. More importantly, it
is not meaningful to provide such data as whether candidates of the BLT will
apply for joining a school or changing schools and whether their applications
are successful depend on a number of factors. Currently, the BLT requirement
is only applicable to newly-appointed teachers within the approved
establishment in public sector schools. As candidates who obtain a pass
result may not necessarily join a school or change schools, it is not
appropriate to compare the number of candidates passing the test with the
number of teachers in all public sector schools in Hong Kong.

     The EDB will consolidate the experience gained from the pilot tests,
review in detail the relevant arrangements, including the mode of the test
and the content of the test, and draw up the arrangements for the 2023/24
school year and thereafter.
 
(3) The EDB issued a circular to schools and a press release to the public on
November 11, 2021 announcing the above BLT requirement and relevant
arrangements. The arrangements for the second round test were also announced
through press releases on January 20, February 10 and April 11, 2022. The
above documents are also uploaded onto the EDB webpage. When announcing the
details of the second round test, we have clearly specified that it would be
the last round of BLT organised by the EDB in this school year. As the test
was postponed to May 21 due to the epidemic, application was reopened. For
each round of application, while it was specified that the number of places
was limited, we have arranged more test centres to provide more places to
meet the needs of all the teachers. In the end, all applications were
accepted. In other words, the EDB has announced clearly the test arrangements
on many occasions and provided sufficient opportunities and places for
interested applicants. Teachers who wish to change their working environment
have been provided with amble opportunities to thoroughly consider if they
would take the test. The two rounds of the test accepted a total of around 14
500 applications and the number of attendees is about 11 480. In addition, if
persons who wish to join a public sector school or to change school have
obtained a pass result in a BLT (Degree/Professional Grades) conducted by the
CSB or the BLNST (Degree/Professional Grades) it organised from June 2022
will be considered to have met the relevant requirement. We expect that
schools should not have recruitment difficulties due to the BLT requirement.
If there are special situations of individual schools, we will consider on a
case-by-case basis.

     Thank you, President.



LCQ2: Regulation of online fundraising
activities

     Following is a question by the Hon Joephy Chan and a reply by the
Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury, Mr Christopher Hui, in the
Legislative Council today (May 25):

Question:

     There are comments pointing out that currently, offline fundraising
activities (e.g. flag sales and lottery ticket sales) may only be carried out
after the applications have been vetted and approved by the relevant
government departments. However, there is no dedicated legislation and
government departments that regulate fundraising activities carried out
online, resulting in a situation that fundraising activities are regulated if
they are conducted offline but are not regulated if conducted online. It has
been reported that during the riots in 2019, there were even people who
conducted online fundraising for organising illegal activities that
endangered national security. In this connection, will the Government inform
this Council:

(1) whether it has compiled statistics on the number of online fundraising
activities allegedly carried out for Hong Kong affairs in each of the past
three years and, among such activities, the respective numbers of those
launched via crowdfunding platforms and the social media accounts of
individuals/organisations; of the total amount of funds raised in such
fundraising activities, and the number of activities the organisers of which
had made public the amounts of funds raised and their accounts on expenses;

(2) whether the Government will consider establishing a standardised
regulatory mechanism for various types of online and offline fundraising
activities; if so, when the Government plans to submit the relevant proposals
to this Council; and

(3) as it is learnt that some people carried out public fundraising under the
guise of selling things (e.g. meal vouchers and gifts), how the Government
prevents those fundraising activities which evade regulation by adopting this
approach (especially those adopting an online approach)?

Reply:

President,

     First, I thank the Hon Joephy Chan for raising this question, giving us
an opportunity to explain the approach of the Government in regulating
crowdfunding activities.
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     Any funds raised, transferred and used, whether through internet or
physical means, must abide by the law. If any person or entity engages in
illegal acts, such as money laundering, fraud, theft, acts and activities
that endanger national security, or incite, aid, abet or provide pecuniary or
other financial assistance or property for other persons to commit offences
endangering national security, he or she would be subject to criminal
liability, including fine and imprisonment, in accordance with the Organized
and Serious Crimes Ordinance (Cap. 455), the Drug Trafficking (Recovery of
Proceeds) Ordinance (Cap. 405), the Theft Ordinance (Cap. 210), the Crimes
Ordinance (Cap. 200) and the Hong Kong National Security Law. In addition,
financial services-related activities involving an offer to the public for
purchase of securities or money lending are regulated respectively by the
Securities and Futures Ordinance (Cap. 571), the Companies (Winding Up and
Miscellaneous Provisions) Ordinance (Cap. 32) and the Money Lenders Ordinance
(Cap. 163).

     We however note that many online crowdfunding activities of diverse
purposes and nature have emerged in Hong Kong in recent years, as mentioned
by the Hon Joephy Chan. While we have the law specified above, we do not have
a dedicated legislation or government department or regulatory authority to
deal specifically with the various kinds of online crowdfunding activities.

     In this connection, I remarked last month that the Government has been
reviewing the regulation of crowdfunding in order to provide clearer
regulatory requirements, and to strengthen the transparency and
accountability of crowdfunding activities, with a view to preventing illegal
acts and protecting public interests. We plan to conduct a public
consultation within this year which will cover the specific contents of the
future regulatory framework, including the scope of crowdfunding activities
to be regulated, regulatory requirements applicable to different types of
crowdfunding activities such as whether application, registration, disclosure
and account auditing, is required for the platform and fundraiser of
crowdfunding activities, as well as the corresponding legislative work,
regulatory agencies and enforcement arrangement.

     Regarding the Hon Joephy Chan's question, in consultation with the
Security Bureau, my reply is as follows:

(1) As it is now not always necessary to make prior application before the
conduct of online crowdfunding activities, the Government does not possess a
complete set of data in this aspect. However, the law enforcement agencies,
in light of the actual circumstances, have constantly been monitoring the
situation for any illicit fundraising activities and taking appropriate
enforcement actions. For example, in the past three years, the Police have
investigated and made arrests for those who were suspected of using funds
gathered from online crowdfunding for illegal activities such as money
laundering and fraud. In these cases, the arrested persons were suspected of
using the proceeds raised from online crowdfunding for purposes different
from the proclaimed purposes, and instead for personal consumption,
investment and entertainment; or raising funds by impersonating social
welfare and educational institutions. The Government will continue to combat
the illegal use of proceeds raised from online crowdfunding.



(2) At present, physical fundraising activities are subject to certain
regulations. For instance, a permit must be obtained from the Director of
Social Welfare or the Secretary for Home Affairs, depending on whether the
fundraising activity is charitable or non-charitable in nature, in accordance
with section 4(17) of the Summary Offences Ordinance (Cap. 228). In addition,
the Government has implemented a series of administrative measures over the
years to enhance the transparency of charitable fundraising activities,
safeguard the interests of donors, etc.

     When formulating our proposal on the regulatory framework for online
crowdfunding activities, we will make appropriate reference to the above
existing measures, and consider the relationship between the regulatory
arrangements for fundraising and crowdfunding activities conducted in
different modes and the consistency of the measures, and protect the public
interest. The public consultation we plan to conduct this year will cover
these issues.

(3) There are four common types of crowdfunding activities. In addition to
the financial-related ones such as equity crowdfunding and peer-to-peer
lending, there are also crowdfunding activities which the Hon Joephy Chan are
concerned about, including donation-based crowdfunding, whereby funds are
raised for making donations to charitable activities or other causes such as
making donations for political activities; and reward or pre-sale-based
crowdfunding, whereby fundraisers provide goods or services in return for
funds provided by contributors. The above four types of online crowdfunding
activities fall under the scope of our review, and we will put forward
corresponding regulatory recommendations in the public consultation later
this year to avoid any person making use of fraudulent crowdfunding
activities for potentially illegal purposes.

     Thank you President.


