
EDB to provide financial support for
frontline cleansing and security
workers of post-secondary education
institutions, non-government schools
and kindergartens

     The Education Bureau (EDB) issued letters/circular memorandum today (May
27) to inform schools and related organisations of the details about the
provision of an allowance for cleansing and security workers engaged by post-
secondary education institutions (PSEIs), non-government schools and
kindergartens (and their service contractors) under the sixth round of the
Anti-epidemic Fund (AEF 6.0). It is estimated that the above measure will
benefit around 33 000 frontline cleansing and security workers. The total
expenditure is about $334 million.
 
     A spokesman for the EDB said that the AEF 6.0, with further extension of
the coverage of the subsidy, will provide a monthly allowance of $2,000 for
five months (the eligible months for the allowance are the months of February
to June 2022) to frontline cleansing and security workers of PSEIs, non-
government schools and kindergartens, with a view to giving financial
support for their anti-epidemic efforts and recognition of their committed
services provided at this critical juncture.
 
     Under the AEF 6.0, the Cleansing and Security Service Provider Subsidy
Scheme for Non-Government Schools and Kindergartens will cover aided schools
(including special schools), schools under the Direct Subsidy Scheme, caput
schools, schools under the English Schools Foundation, international schools,
Private Independent Schools, kindergartens and private day schools offering
full and formal curriculum. Cleansing and security workers directly employed
by non-government schools and kindergartens as well as those deployed to
perform duties at schools by the cleansing/security service contractors
commissioned by schools are also eligible to apply for the allowance. The
Cleansing and Security Service Provider Subsidy Scheme for Post-secondary
Education Institutions will provide a special allowance to frontline
cleansing and security workers engaged by 36 PSEIs (including the University
Grants Committee-funded universities, the Vocational Training Council, and
self-financing institutions offering locally accredited sub-degree and/or
degree programmes) and their service contractors.
 
     In order to expedite the vetting process and provision of allowances,
the applications should be submitted through PSEIs, schools or their service
contractors. Frontline cleansing or security workers are not required to
submit applications on their own. Upon receipt of disbursement of the
allowances, PSEIs, schools and service contractors should disburse the
allowances to eligible workers as soon as possible.
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     The EDB has uploaded the letters/circular memorandum to the EDB website
(www.edb.gov.hk/en/sch-admin/admin/about-sch/diseases-prevention/special_anti
-epidemic_subsidy.html) or issued them to the relevant PSEIs, detailing the
application and disbursement arrangements for the relevant allowances.

Demand notes for Government rent
issued

     The Lands Department announced today (May 27) that demand notes for
Government rent in excess of $100 per annum for the half year ending June 24
in respect of properties subject to the Government Leases Ordinance (Cap. 40)
and certain other properties have been issued.

     Payers can settle Government rent through various electronic means
including autopay, bank automated teller machines, e-Cheque/e-Cashier's
Order, the Faster Payment System, payment by phone service (PPS), and bill
payment services provided by banks and PPS on the Internet. Payment may also
be made in person and in cash at designated convenience stores. For details,
please visit the Treasury's website at www.try.gov.hk.

     Payment may be made by sending a crossed cheque to PO Box No. 28000,
Gloucester Road Post Office, Hong Kong, or in person to any post office.
Please ensure sufficient mailing time and postage to make the delivery in
order. Underpaid mail will be rejected. For locations of post offices and
their opening hours, please call Hongkong Post's enquiry hotline at 2921 2222
or visit its website at www.hongkongpost.hk.

     Government rent payers who have not received their demand notes should
enquire at the Government Rent and Premium Unit of the Lands Department at
1/F, North Point Government Offices, 333 Java Road, North Point, Hong Kong,
or call 2231 3033.

     Purchasers of properties are strongly advised to instruct their
solicitors to ensure that Government rent has been paid to date at the time
of purchase. Enquiries on outstanding accounts can be made at 2231 3033 or by
email to landsd@landsd.gov.hk. An enquiry fee is payable for each property if
a written confirmation of accounts position is needed.
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EPD convictions in April

     Forty convictions were recorded in April 2022 for breaches of
legislation enforced by the Environmental Protection Department.
 
     Four of the convictions were under the Air Pollution Control Ordinance,
nine were under the Noise Control Ordinance, 11 were under the Public
Cleansing and Prevention of Nuisances Regulation, 14 were under the Waste
Disposal Ordinance and two were under the Water Pollution Control Ordinance.
 
     A person was fined $20,000, which was the heaviest fine in April, for
discharging waste/polluting matter into a water control zone.

Re-appointment of members to
Independent Police Complaints Council

     The Government today (May 27) announced the re-appointment of Mr Clement
Chan Kam-wing, Mr Wilson Kwong Wing-tsuen, Dr Anissa Chan Wong Lai-kuen and
Mr Roland Wong Ka-yeung as members to the Independent Police Complaints
Council (IPCC) for a term of two years with effect from June 1, 2022.
 
     The appointments are made by the Chief Executive according to section 5
of the Independent Police Complaints Council Ordinance (Cap. 604) (IPCC
Ordinance).
 
     The Secretary for Security, Mr Tang Ping-keung, said, "I am most
grateful for the relentless efforts and invaluable contributions of the IPCC
in safeguarding a fair, effective and transparent two-tier police complaints
system in Hong Kong. I am confident that the IPCC will continue to actively
discharge its independent statutory monitoring functions and ensure that
complaints from the public will be handled fairly and impartially."
 
     Mr Tang said that the Government will continue to give full support to
the IPCC in discharging its statutory monitoring functions to ensure the
effective operation of a fair and impartial police complaints system in Hong
Kong, thereby further strengthening public confidence.
 
     The IPCC, established under the IPCC Ordinance, is an independent
statutory body responsible for monitoring and reviewing the investigation of
complaints against members of the Police Force. The IPCC Ordinance provides a
statutory basis for the IPCC's role and power as well as the two-tier police
complaints system. It also imposes a statutory duty on the Police to comply
with the IPCC's requirements. The IPCC comprises a Chairman, three Vice-
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chairmen and 19 non-official members.

Red flag hoisted at Clear Water Bay
Second Beach

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

     Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (May 27)
that due to inclement weather, the red flag has been hoisted at Clear Water
Bay Second Beach in Sai Kung District. Beachgoers are advised not to swim at
the beach.
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