
Government completes enforcement
action on compulsory testing notice at
building in Ngau Tau Kok

     The Innovation, Technology and Industry Bureau and its departments
together with the Sau Mau Ping Police District and the Department of Health
conducted an enforcement operation today (August 13) at a building in Ngau
Tau Kok, which was included in a compulsory testing notice earlier. The
operation started at 8am and ended at 10.30am today.

     Starting from 8am today, persons subject to compulsory testing of Block
B, Amoy Gardens, Ngau Tau Kok, were requested to provide the SMS notification
received through a mobile phone or related certification containing the
results of COVID-19 tests, to show that they had taken such tests as required
pursuant to the compulsory testing notice of the building within the
specified period issued by the Government earlier on. The Government arranged
for staff to verify the testing certifications of the persons subject to
compulsory testing at the entrances/exits of the building, to verify whether
persons subject to compulsory testing had undergone testing in compliance
with the requirement.

     During the operation, 253 persons were checked. Among them, 29 persons
were found to have violated the compulsory testing notice. The Government has
issued compulsory testing orders to them, requiring them to undergo testing
within a specified period. Fixed penalty notices of $10,000 each were also
issued to four of them.

     The Government wishes to thank the many residents who had complied with
the compulsory testing notice for their co-operation to fight against the
virus together. The Government will continue to enforce the law strictly. All
persons subject to compulsory testing should comply with the compulsory
testing notice. Any person who fails to comply with the compulsory testing
notices commits an offence and may be fined a fixed penalty of $10,000. The
person would also be issued with a compulsory testing order requiring him or
her to undergo testing within a specified time frame. Failure to comply with
the compulsory testing order is an offence and the offender would be liable
to a fine at level 5 ($50,000) and imprisonment for six months.

     The Innovation, Technology and Industry Bureau and its departments are
grateful for the support and co-operation of the residents and relevant
organisations. The Government understands that the enforcement process may
cause some inconvenience to the residents, but hopes that the residents can
understand.
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Sheung Shui Swimming Pool temporarily
closed

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible and repeat it at regular
intervals:

     Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (August 13)
that Sheung Shui Swimming Pool in North District has been temporarily closed
for cleaning and superchlorination following the discovery of a small amount
of vomit in the pool.

     It will be reopened at 1pm today.

     The department appeals to swimmers to be considerate and to keep the
swimming pools clean. They are advised not to swim after a full meal and
should use the toilet facilities if necessary before swimming.

Government finishes exercise on
“restriction-testing declaration” in
respect of specified “restricted area”
in Heng Chui House, Tin Heng Estate,
Yuen Long, and enforcement operation
for breaches of compulsory testing
notice

     The Government yesterday (August 12) exercised the power under the
Prevention and Control of Disease (Compulsory Testing for Certain Persons)
Regulation (Cap. 599J) to make a "restriction-testing declaration" with
effect from 5pm yesterday, under which people (hereafter referred to as
"persons subject to compulsory testing") within the specified "restricted
area" in Yuen Long (i.e. Heng Chui House, Tin Heng Estate, Yuen Long) were
required to stay in their premises and undergo compulsory testing. Persons
subject to compulsory testing were required to stay in their premises until
all such persons identified in the "restricted area" had undergone testing
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and the test results were mostly ascertained.
 
     In addition, the Government issued a compulsory testing notice
yesterday, requiring any person who had been present at the above building
for more than two hours from August 6 to August 12, 2022, even if they were
not present in the "restricted area" at the time when the declaration took
effect, must undergo compulsory testing on or before August 14, 2022.
 
     The Government finished the compulsory testing exercise at around 7am
today (August 13) and carried out enforcement action in the "restricted area"
afterwards to verify that all people in the "restricted area" had undergone
compulsory testing in accordance with the requirements of the relevant
declaration and compulsory testing notice. The Government announced that the
enforcement operation ended at around 9am today.
 
     The Government provided food packs to persons subject to compulsory
testing to facilitate their meal arrangements. Anti-epidemic proprietary
Chinese medicines donated by the Central People's Government or procured with
the co-ordination of the Central People's Government and rapid test kits were
also provided to persons subject to compulsory testing to help them fight
against the virus. The Housing Department set up a hotline for people
restricted by the declaration to make enquiries and seek assistance.
 
     The Government thanks persons subject to compulsory testing for their
support and understanding. With everyone's co-operation and efforts, coupled
with the efforts of the testing contractors throughout the night, residents
have been informed about their testing results by SMS notification. After
finishing the compulsory testing exercise at around 7am today, the Government
took enforcement action in the "restricted area" immediately to verify that
all people in the "restricted area" had undergone testing according to the
requirements of the declaration and the compulsory testing notice. Persons
who could present an SMS notification containing a negative test result as
proof of having undergone the compulsory testing could leave the "restricted
area" through the designated exit after providing personal information to a
prescribed officer. The enforcement operation was completed at around 9am.
Test records of about 180 persons subject to compulsory testing were checked.
Four persons were found to have not undergone compulsory testing and
compulsory testing orders were issued to them. Taking into account the above
situation, the Secretary for Health revoked the "restriction-testing
declaration" in accordance with Cap. 599J (see attachment).
 
     The Government reminded the households who have not answered the door to
undergo a nucleic acid test as soon as possible after reading the notices put
up by the Government, in the hope of eliminating the possible risk of further
spread of the virus in the community.
 
     The Government thanks all participating government staff and the testing
agencies for their hard work. The Government is also grateful to those
subject to compulsory testing for their support and understanding, and their
full co-operation during this period in undergoing testing and waiting for
the results at home.



 
     The Government will seriously follow up on the compliance situation of
the compulsory testing notices and the "restriction-testing declaration" by
persons subject to compulsory testing. Any person who fails to comply with
the compulsory testing notices commits an offence and may be fined a fixed
penalty of $10,000. The person will also be issued with a compulsory testing
order requiring him or her to undergo testing within a specified time frame.
Failure to comply with the compulsory testing order or the "restriction
testing declaration" is an offence and the offender would be liable to a fine
at level 5 ($50,000) and imprisonment for six months.

Correctional officers stop person in
custody attacking staff

     Correctional officers at Lai Chi Kok Reception Centre stopped a male
person in custody attacking staff yesterday (August 12).

     At 7.18pm yesterday, a 43-year-old male person in custody suddenly
became emotional and attacked a correctional officer inside a cell. Officers
at the scene immediately stopped the assailant and applied OC foam to subdue
him after repeated warnings were ignored.

     During the incident, the officer sustained injury to his forehead while
the assailant sustained injuries to his face and chest. After examination and
treatment by the institution Medical Officer, they did not need to be sent to
a public hospital.

     The case has been reported to the Police for investigation.

     The assailant was sentenced to imprisonment for the offence of
assaulting police officer in execution of duty.

Red flags hoisted at Shek O Beach and
Pui O Beach

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

     Here is an item of interest to swimmers.
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     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (August 13)
that due to big waves, red flags have been hoisted at Shek O Beach in
Southern District, Hong Kong Island, and Pui O Beach in Islands District.
Beachgoers are advised not to swim at these beaches.


