
Health risk category for Air Quality
Health Index may reach “Serious” level

     The Environmental Protection Department (EPD) has recorded higher than
normal air pollution levels since last weekend. It is expected that the Air
Quality Health Index (AQHI) at some monitoring stations may reach the
"Serious" health risk category later today (September 14). The air pollution
levels are expected to remain higher in the next few days.

     Under the influence of a dry continental airstream, the weather in Hong
Kong today is fine and very hot, with light to moderate north to
northwesterly winds, which is unfavourable for pollutant dispersion and
results in rising regional pollution level. The intense sunshine enhances
photochemical smog activity leading to rapid formation of ozone and fine
particulates in the Pearl River Delta region. The high ozone level also
promotes the formation of nitrogen dioxide.
 
     According to the Hong Kong Observatory, the weather will remain very hot
with light winds over the coast of Guangdong in the next few days (September
15 to 19). The EPD expects that the regional pollution level affecting Hong
Kong will remain higher than normal until the advent of stronger wind.

     With a health risk category in the "Very High" or "Serious" levels,
children, the elderly and persons with existing heart or respiratory
illnesses are advised to reduce physical exertion and outdoor activities to a
minimum or avoid such activities. The general public is advised to reduce, or
reduce to a minimum, outdoor physical exertion, and to reduce time staying
outdoors, especially in areas with heavy traffic. As health effects of air
pollutants may vary for individuals, persons who are in doubt or experience
discomfort should seek advice from health-care professionals. The public may
visit the Centre for Health Protection's website
(www.chp.gov.hk/en/healthtopics/content/460/3557.html) for more information
on health effects of air pollution and relevant health advice.

     The Education Bureau (EDB) urges all schools to visit the EDB's website
for appropriate measures to safeguard students' health and take note of
changes in the index. The relevant hyperlink is as follows:
www.edb.gov.hk/en/sch-admin/admin/about-activities/sch-activities-guidelines/
index.html.

     When the AQHI is at the "Very High" level, employers of outdoor workers
performing heavy manual work are advised to assess the risk of outdoor work
and take appropriate preventive measures to protect the health of their
employees, such as reducing outdoor physical exertion and the time of their
stay outdoors, especially in areas with heavy traffic. At the "Serious"
level, employers of all outdoor workers are advised to assess the risk of
outdoor work and take appropriate preventive measures to protect the health
of their employees.
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     Members of the public can check the current AQHI readings at the EPD's
website (www.aqhi.gov.hk/en.html) or by calling the hotline 2827 8541.

Postal services to Thailand subject to
delay

     Hongkong Post announced today (September 14) that, as advised by the
postal administration of Thailand, due to flooding, mail delivery services to
Thailand for areas with the postcodes listed below are subject to delay.
 

Postcodes
10xxx, 11xxx, 12xxx, 13xxx, 21xxx, 24xxx, 25xxx, 26xxx, 34xxx,
40xxx, 42xxx, 61xxx and 72xxx

CFS announces test results of targeted
surveillance on nutrition labelling of
prepackaged chilled/frozen dumplings
and dim sum

     The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department today (September 14) released the test results of a targeted food
surveillance project on the nutrition labelling of prepackaged chilled/frozen
dumplings and dim sum. Among 40 samples tested, 12 samples were found with
sugars, sodium, saturated fatty acids, total fat or carbohydrates content
inconsistent with the declared values on their nutrition labels, while the
remaining 28 samples passed the test. The CFS has announced the
irregularities earlier.

     "The CFS collected samples from different retail outlets for the
targeted food surveillance project. Tests were conducted to check if the
energy content and specified nutrient content (total fat, saturated fat,
trans fat, sugars, sodium, protein, carbohydrates, and more) are consistent
with the declared values on their nutrition labels. Results show that the
actual nutrient contents of 12 dumpling and dim sum samples were inconsistent
with the declared values on the nutrition labels," a spokesman for the CFS
said.
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     The CFS has announced the irregularities earlier, and the vendors
concerned have also stopped selling the relevant batch of the affected
products. Prosecution will be instituted should there be sufficient evidence.

     The Food and Drugs (Composition and Labelling) Regulations (Cap. 132W)
require all applicable prepackaged foods to list out the ingredients and the
content of energy plus seven core nutrients, namely carbohydrates, protein,
total fat, saturated fat, trans fat, sodium and sugars, and regulate any
associated nutrition claims.

     Nutrition labelling can assist consumers in making informed food
choices, encourage food manufacturers to apply sound nutrition principles in
the formulation of foods, and regulate misleading or deceptive labels and
claims. According to Section 61 of the Public Health and Municipal Services
Ordinance (Cap. 132), if any person falsely describes food or misleads as to
the nature, substance or quality of the food on a label of the food sold by
him or her, he or she shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a maximum
fine of $50,000 and six months' imprisonment upon conviction.

     The CFS will continue to conduct surveillance on other food samples to
check if their energy content and specified nutrient content are consistent
with the declared values on their nutrition labels, and the results will be
released in due course. The spokesman reminded the food trade to comply with
the law, and urged members of the public to pay attention to the information
of nutrition labels when purchasing food to make informed food choices so as
to achieve a balanced diet and stay healthy.

Suspicious website related to China
Guangfa Bank Co., Ltd.

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority: 
 
     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) wishes to alert members of the
public to a press release issued by China Guangfa Bank Co., Ltd. relating to
a suspicious website, which has been reported to the HKMA. A hyperlink to the
press release is available on the HKMA website.

     The HKMA wishes to remind the public that banks will not send SMS or e-
mails with embedded hyperlinks which direct them to the banks' websites to
carry out transactions. They will not ask customers for sensitive personal
information, such as login passwords or one-time password, by phone, email or
SMS (including via embedded hyperlinks).

     Anyone who has provided his or her personal information, or who has
conducted any financial transactions, through or in response to the website
concerned, should contact the bank using the contact information provided in
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the press release, and report the matter to the Police by contacting the
Crime Wing Information Centre of the Hong Kong Police Force at 2860 5012.

Government finishes exercise on
“restriction-testing declaration” in
respect of specified “restricted area”
in Wo Shun House, Fung Wo Estate, Sha
Tin, and enforcement operation for
breaches of compulsory testing notice

     The Government yesterday (September 13) exercised the power under the
Prevention and Control of Disease (Compulsory Testing for Certain Persons)
Regulation (Cap. 599J) to make a "restriction-testing declaration" with
effect from 5pm yesterday, under which people (hereafter referred to as
"persons subject to compulsory testing") within the specified "restricted
area" in Sha Tin (i.e. Wo Shun House, Fung Wo Estate, Sha Tin) were required
to stay in their premises and undergo compulsory testing. Persons subject to
compulsory testing were required to stay in their premises until all such
persons identified in the "restricted area" had undergone testing and the
test results were mostly ascertained.

     In addition, the Government issued a compulsory testing notice
yesterday, requiring any person who had been present at the above building
for more than two hours from September 7 to September 13, 2022, even if they
were not present in the "restricted area" at the time when the declaration
took effect, must undergo compulsory testing on or before September 15, 2022.

     The Government finished the compulsory testing exercise at around 7.15am
today (September 14) and carried out enforcement action in the "restricted
area" afterwards to verify that all people in the "restricted area" had
undergone compulsory testing in accordance with the requirements of the
relevant declaration and compulsory testing notice. The Government announced
that the enforcement operation ended at around 9.15am today.

     The Government provided food packs to persons subject to compulsory
testing to facilitate their meal arrangements. Anti-epidemic proprietary
Chinese medicines donated by the Central People's Government or procured with
the co-ordination of the Central People's Government and rapid test kits were
also provided to persons subject to compulsory testing to help them fight
against the virus. The Housing Department set up a hotline for people
restricted by the declaration to make enquiries and seek assistance.
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     The Government thanks persons subject to compulsory testing for their
support and understanding. With everyone's co-operation and efforts, coupled
with the efforts of the testing contractors throughout the night, residents
have been informed about their testing results by SMS notification. After
finishing the compulsory testing exercise at around 7.15am today, the
Government took enforcement action in the "restricted area" immediately to
verify that all people in the "restricted area" had undergone testing
according to the requirements of the declaration and the compulsory testing
notice. Persons who could present an SMS notification containing a negative
test result as proof of having undergone the compulsory testing could leave
the "restricted area" through the designated exit after providing personal
information to a prescribed officer. The enforcement operation was completed
at around 9.15am. Test records of about 300 persons subject to compulsory
testing were checked. One person was found not having undergone compulsory
testing and compulsory testing order was issued to him. Taking into account
the above situation, the Secretary for Health revoked the "restriction-
testing declaration" in accordance with Cap. 599J (see attachment).

     The Government reminded the households who have not answered the door to
undergo a nucleic acid test as soon as possible after reading the notices put
up by the Government, in the hope of eliminating the possible risk of further
spread of the virus in the community.

     The Government thanks all participating government staff and the testing
agencies for their hard work. The Government is also grateful to those
subject to compulsory testing for their support and understanding, and their
full co-operation during this period in undergoing testing and waiting for
the results at home.

     The Government will seriously follow up on the compliance situation of
the compulsory testing notices and the "restriction-testing declaration" by
persons subject to compulsory testing. Any person who fails to comply with
the compulsory testing notices commits an offence and may be fined a fixed
penalty of $10,000. The person will also be issued with a compulsory testing
order requiring him or her to undergo testing within a specified time frame.
Failure to comply with the compulsory testing order or the "restriction
testing declaration" is an offence and the offender would be liable to a fine
at level 5 ($50,000) and imprisonment for six months.


