Update on dengue fever

The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health today
(July 12) reported the latest number of dengue fever (DF) cases, and urged
the public to maintain strict environmental hygiene, mosquito control and
personal protective measures both locally and during travel.

From July 5 to yesterday (July 11), the CHP recorded two imported DF
cases. One of the patients had been to Thailand while the other had been to
Laos and Singapore during the incubation period.

As of yesterday, 36 cases of DF, including 33 imported and three local
cases, had been recorded in 2024. In 2023, 62 imported cases of DF were
recorded.

According to the World Health Organization, the global incidence of DF
has markedly increased over the past two decades, posing a substantial public
health challenge. In 2023, ongoing transmission, combined with an unexpected
spike in DF cases, had resulted in close to a historic high of over 6.5
million cases and more than 7 300 dengue-related deaths reported in over 80
countries/territories. The latest surveillance data shows that there is an
increase in DF cases noted in some places in Asia (such as Indonesia,
Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand) compared to the same period last year.
Since the beginning of 2024, the Americas, including Brazil, Argentina and
Peru, have recorded over 10 million cases, a record number. Detailed
information on the latest DF situation in Hong Kong, as well as neighbouring
and overseas countries and areas, has been uploaded to the CHP website
(www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/df imported cases and overseas figures eng.pdf).

"Apart from general measures, travellers returning from areas affected
by DF should apply insect repellent for 14 days upon arrival in Hong Kong. If
feeling unwell, seek medical advice promptly and provide travel details to a
doctor," a spokesman for the CHP said.

The public should take heed of the following advice on mosquito control:

e Thoroughly check all gully traps, roof gutters, surface channels and
drains to prevent blockage;

e Scrub and clean drains and surface channels with an alkaline detergent
compound at least once a week to remove any deposited mosquito eggs;

e Properly dispose of refuse, such as soft drink cans, empty bottles and
boxes, in covered litter containers;

e Completely change the water of flowers and plants at least once a week.
The use of saucers should be avoided if possible;

e Level irregular ground surfaces before the rainy season;

e Avoid staying in shrubby areas; and

e Take personal protective measures such as wearing light-coloured long-
sleeved clothes and trousers, and apply insect repellent containing DEET
to clothing or uncovered areas of the body when doing outdoor
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activities.

a€<DEET-containing insect repellents are effective and the public should
take heed of the tips below:

e Read the label instructions carefully first;

e Apply right before entering an area with risk of mosquito bites;

e Apply on exposed skin and clothing;

e Use DEET of up to 30 per cent for pregnant women and up to 10 per cent
for children¥*;

e Apply sunscreen first, then insect repellent; and

e Reapply only when needed and follow the instructions.

* For children who travel to countries or areas where mosquito-borne diseases
are endemic or epidemic and where exposure is likely, those aged 2 months or
above can use DEET-containing insect repellents with a DEET concentration of
up to 30 per cent.

a€<«The public should call 1823 in case of mosquito problems and may
visit the following pages for more information: the DF page of the CHP and
the Travel Health Service, the latest Travel Health News, tips for using
insect repellents, and the CHP Facebook Page and YouTube Channel.

HAD opens temporary heat shelters

The Home Affairs Department will continue to open 19 community
halls/community centres as temporary heat shelters today (July 12).

The temporary heat shelters will remain open for people to take refuge
from the heat when the Very Hot Weather Warning is in force. From 10.30pm to
8am the next day, the temporary heat shelters will also provide bedding and a
sleeping place for people in need. The shelters are manned by duty
attendants.

For further information, please call the department's hotline before
midnight on 2572 8427.

The heat shelters are located at:
Hong Kong Island:
Central and Western —

Sai Ying Pun Community Complex Community Hall
3/F, Sai Ying Pun Community Complex
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2 High Street, Sai Ying Pun

Eastern —
Causeway Bay Community Centre
3/F, 7 Fook Yum Road, Causeway Bay

Southern —
Lei Tung Community Hall
Lei Tung Estate, Ap Lei Chau

Wan Chai -
Wan Chai Activities Centre
LG/F, Wan Chai Market, 258 Queen's Road East, Wan Chai

Kowloon Districts:

Kowloon City —

Hung Hom Community Hall

1/F, Kowloon City Government Offices
42 Bailey Street, Hung Hom

Kwun Tong —
Lam Tin (West) Estate Community Centre
71 Kai Tin Road, Lam Tin

Sham Shui Po —
Shek Kip Mei Community Hall
G/F, Block 42, Shek Kip Mei Estate, Sham Shui Po

Wong Tai Sin -
Tsz Wan Shan (South) Estate Community Centre
45 Wan Wah Street, Tsz Wan Shan

Yau Tsim Mong —
Henry G Leong Yaumatei Community Centre
60 Public Square Street, Yau Ma Tei

New Territories Districts:

Islands —
Tung Chung Community Hall
G/F, Tung Chung Municipal Services Building, 39 Man Tung Road, Tung Chung

Kwai Tsing —
Kwai Shing Community Hall
Podium, Block 6, Kwai Shing West Estate, Kwai Chung

North —
Cheung Wah Community Hall
Cheung Wah Estate, Fanling



Sai Kung —

Hang Hau Community Hall

G/F, Sai Kung Tseung Kwan 0 Government Complex, 38 Pui Shing Road, Hang Hau,
Tseung Kwan 0

Sha Tin -
Lung Hang Estate Community Centre
Lung Hang Estate, Sha Tin

Tai Po —
Tai Po Community Centre
2 Heung Sze Wui Street, Tai Po

Tsuen Wan —
Lei Muk Shue Community Hall
G/F, Hong Shue House, Lei Muk Shue Estate, Tsuen Wan

Tuen Mun -
Butterfly Bay Community Centre
Butterfly Estate (near Tip Sum House), Tuen Mun

Yuen Long —
Long Ping Community Hall
Long Ping Estate, Yuen Long

Yuen Long —
Tin Yiu Community Centre
Tin Yiu Estate, Tin Shui Wai

In addition to the above heat shelters, a number of community
halls/community centres can also be used for taking refuge from the heat
during their operating hours. For their address details, please browse the
following
document: www.had.gov.hk/file manager/en/documents/public services/emergency
services/List CH CC Day E.pdf.

Analytical Accounts of the Exchange
Fund

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:

The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) released today (July 12) the key
analytical accounts of the Exchange Fund at the end of June 2024.

Foreign assets, representing the external assets of the Exchange Fund,
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decreased during the month by HK$13.3 billion to HK$3,454.7 billion.

The Monetary Base, comprising Certificates of Indebtedness,
Governmenta€‘issued currency notes and coins in circulation, the balance of
the banking system and Exchange Fund Bills and Notes issued, amounted to
HK$1,927.4 billion.

Claims on the private sector in Hong Kong amounted to HK$296.3 billion.
Foreign liabilities amounted to HK$22.2 billion.

The analytical accounts of the Exchange Fund are released in accordance
with the International Monetary Fund's Special Data Dissemination Standard
(SDDS) and are referred to as the Analytical Accounts of the Central Bank
under SDDS (Annex).
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At present, four press releases relating to the Exchange Fund's data are
issued by the HKMA each month. Three of these releases are issued to
disseminate monetary data in accordance with the International Monetary
Fund's SDDS. The fourth press release, on the Exchange Fund's Abridged
Balance Sheet and Currency Board Account, is made in accordance with the
HKMA's policy of maintaining a high level of transparency. For the month of
July 2024, the scheduled dates for issuing the press releases are as follows:

SDDS International Reserves

July 5 (Hong Kong's Latest Foreign Currency Reserve
(Issued) .
Assets Figures)
July 12 SDDS Analytical Accounts of the Central Bank
y (Analytical Accounts of the Exchange Fund)
SDDS Template on International Reserves and
July 31 . A
Foreign Currency Liquidity
July 31 Exchange Fund Abridged Balance Sheet and

Currency Board Account

Hong Kong Deposit Protection Board
Annual Report 2023-2024

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:

The Hong Kong Deposit Protection Board (the Board) today (July 12)
published its Annual Report for 2023-2024. The Report highlights the key
achievements of the Board in 2023-2024, which include the completion of the
public consultation on a package of proposals to enhance the Deposit
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Protection Scheme (DPS or the Scheme) and the issuance of conclusions to the
consultation. With the passage of the Deposit Protection Scheme (Amendment)
Bill 2024 by the Legislative Council on July 3, 2024, the enhancement
measures will be implemented in two phases on October 1, 2024, and January 1,
2025. The Report also highlights the Board's efforts in promoting public
awareness and understanding of the DPS, which contributed to a historic high
level of public awareness of the Scheme in 2023.

The Annual Report 2023-2024 is available on the Board's website
(www.dps.org.hk).

Red tide sighted

A red tide was sighted over the past week, the Inter-departmental Red
Tide Working Group reported today (July 12).

On July 10, staff of the Environmental Protection Department spotted a
red tide in Tseung Kwan 0. The red tide still persists and no associated fish
deaths have been reported as of today.

A spokesman for the working group said, "The red tide was formed by
Pseudo-nitzschia pungens, which is commonly found in Hong Kong waters and
non-toxic."

The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) urged
mariculturists at Po Toi 0 and Tung Lung Chau fish culture zones to monitor
the situation closely and increase aeration where necessary.

Red tide is a natural phenomenon. The AFCD's proactive phytoplankton
monitoring programme will continue to monitor red tide occurrences to
minimise the impact on the mariculture industry and the public.
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