
CHP investigates confirmed Mpox case

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
said today (July 20) that it is investigating a confirmed Mpox (also known as
Monkeypox) case, and urged the public to heighten vigilance and avoid close
physical contact with persons suspected of contracting Mpox. Meanwhile, high-
risk target groups are advised to receive Mpox vaccination.

     The case involves a 51-year-old male patient with good past health. He
had developed a rash since July 13 and visited the Yau Ma Tei Male Social
Hygiene Clinic of the DH on July 18. The CHP's Public Health Laboratory
Services Branch confirmed that his samples tested positive for the virus last
night (July 19). Arrangements were made for him to be admitted to Princess
Margaret Hospital and he is now in stable condition.

     An initial investigation revealed that he had high-risk exposure in Hong
Kong during the incubation period. No epidemiological linkages between this
case and other confirmed cases recorded in Hong Kong earlier have been found
so far. The CHP's epidemiological investigations of the case are ongoing,
including contact tracing and infection source investigation. The CHP will
report the case to the World Health Organization.

     The CHP had earlier set up an Mpox telephone hotline (2125 2373). The
hotline operates from Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) from 9am
to 5pm, which enables those who suspect or are concerned they have had high-
risk contact with confirmed patients, in particular men who have sex with men
or those who have sexual practices with strangers, to make enquiries and
receive relevant health advice. Meanwhile, the CHP reminds the public,
especially those subject to high risks of exposure, to take precautions and
avoid close physical contact with persons or animals suspected of infection.
They should seek medical attention as soon as possible if they experience
relevant symptoms, including rashes, fever, chills, swollen lymph nodes,
exhaustion, muscle pain, and severe headaches.

     The CHP reminds members of the public that Mpox is not transmitted
through respiratory droplets or aerosols in general, and transmission would
not occur through social contact. Proper personal and hand hygiene can help
prevent getting infected via contact.

     The Government has activated the Alert level of the preparedness and
response plan for the disease in September last year and will continue to
assess the risk in view of the latest scientific evidence and situation, and
implement corresponding control measures.

     The Mpox vaccination programme for high-risk groups commenced on October
5 last year. Under the programme, the following high-risk target groups can
receive Mpox vaccination on a voluntary basis:
 

Individuals with high-risk sexual practices, e.g. having multiple sexual1.
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partners, sex workers, or having a history of sexually transmitted
infection within the past 12 months;
Healthcare workers responsible for caring of patients with confirmed2.
Mpox;
Laboratory personnel working with zoonotic pox viruses; and3.
Animal care personnel with high risk of exposure in case of Mpox4.
occurrence in animals in Hong Kong.

     Currently, high-risk target groups can receive Mpox walk-in vaccinations
at any one of the DH's six Social Hygiene Service Clinics (SocHS) (namely Wan
Chai Male SocHS, Wan Chai Female SocHS, Yau Ma Tei Male SocHS, Yung Fung Shee
SocHS, Fanling SocHS and Tuen Mun SocHS). Further information of the clinics
including their locations is available
at www.dh.gov.hk/english/tele/tele_chc/tele_chc_shcf.html and www.dh.gov.hk/e
nglish/tele/tele_chc/tele_chc_shcm.html.

     Meanwhile, the DH's Integrated Treatment Centre in Kowloon Bay, and the
Hospital Authority's Special Medical Clinics at Queen Elizabeth Hospital and
Princess Margaret Hospital will continue to provide Mpox vaccination services
for their clients.

     â€‹For more details, please visit the CHP's page on Mpox.

Appeal for information on missing man
in Tuen Mun (with photo)

     Police today (July 20) appealed to the public for information on a man
who went missing in Tuen Mun.

     Chan Kam-wing, aged 40, went missing after he was last seen at Tin King
Estate yesterday (July 19) morning. The staff of the caring centre made a
report to Police on the same day.
         
     He is about 1.67 metres tall, 58 kilograms in weight and of medium
build. He has a round face with yellow complexion and short black hair. He
was last seen wearing a green short-sleeved shirt, dark blue shorts and
slippers.

     Anyone who knows the whereabouts of the missing man or may have seen him
is urged to contact the Regional Missing Persons Unit of New Territories
North on 3661 3127 or email to rmpu-ntn-1@police.gov.hk, or contact any
police station.
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Special announcement on fire in Tai Po

Attention TV and radio duty announcers:
 
     Please broadcast the following special announcement as soon as possible,
and repeat it at suitable intervals:
      
     A fire broke out at a warehouse at Tai Po, Tung Tsz, at 4.03pm today
(July 20). The Fire Services Department is conducting a firefighting
operation. 

     Members of the public who are being affected by the smoke and an unusual
odour carried by the wind are advised to close their doors and windows and
stay calm.

Hong Kong Customs raids suspected
illicit cigarette storage centre in
Sham Shui Po (with photos)

     Hong Kong Customs yesterday (July 19) raided a suspected illicit
cigarette storage centre in Sham Shui Po and seized about 420 000 suspected
illicit cigarettes with an estimated market value of about $1.5 million and a
duty potential of about $1 million.

     Customs conducted anti-illicit cigarette operation in Sham Shui Po and
intercepted a woman in Apliu Street last night. A small amount of suspected
illicit cigarettes was seized inside a nylon bag carried by her. The 53-year-
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old woman who claimed to be a cleaner was subsequently arrested. Customs
officers later escorted the woman to a subdivided unit in the same district
for a search and further seized about 420 000 suspected illicit cigarettes,
successfully smashing a suspected illicit cigarette storage centre. A 55-
year-old man who was the husband of the woman was also arrested in the unit.
He claimed to be a construction worker.

     An initial investigation revealed that the illicit cigarette storage
centre involved in the case was mainly used to supply illicit cigarettes to
residents in the Sham Shui Po District.
      
     The two arrested persons will be charged with "dealing with goods to
which the Dutiable Commodities Ordinance applies".
    
     Customs will continue its risk assessment and intelligence analysis for
interception at source as well as through its multi-pronged enforcement
strategy targeting storage, distribution and peddling to spare no effort in
combating illicit cigarette activities.
      
     Customs stresses that it is an offence to buy or sell illicit
cigarettes. Under the Dutiable Commodities Ordinance, anyone involved in
dealing with, possession of, selling or buying illicit cigarettes commits an
offence. The maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine of $1 million and
imprisonment for two years.
      
     Members of the public may report any suspected illicit cigarette
activities to Customs' 24-hour hotline 2545 6182 or its dedicated crime-
reporting email account (crimereport@customs.gov.hk) or online form
(eform.cefs.gov.hk/form/ced002/).
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HAD opens temporary heat shelters

     The Home Affairs Department is opening 18 community halls/community
centres as temporary heat shelters today (July 20).
 
     The temporary heat shelters will remain open for people to take refuge
from the heat when the Very Hot Weather Warning is in force. From 10.30pm to
8am the next day, the temporary heat shelters will also provide bedding and a
sleeping place for people in need. The shelters are manned by duty
attendants.
 
     For further information, please call the department's hotline before
midnight on 2572 8427.
 
     The heat shelters are located at:
 
Hong Kong Island:
———————
 
Central and Western –
Sai Ying Pun Community Complex Community Hall
3/F, Sai Ying Pun Community Complex
2 High Street, Sai Ying Pun
 
Eastern –
Causeway Bay Community Centre
3/F, 7 Fook Yum Road, Causeway Bay
 
Southern –
Wah Kwai Community Centre
Wah Kwai Estate, Kellett Bay
 
Wan Chai –
Wan Chai Activities Centre
LG/F, Wan Chai Market, 258 Queen's Road East, Wan Chai
 
Kowloon Districts:
——————
 
Kowloon City –
Hung Hom Community Hall
1/F, Kowloon City Government Offices
42 Bailey Street, Hung Hom
 
Kwun Tong –
Lam Tin (West) Estate Community Centre
71 Kai Tin Road, Lam Tin
 
Sham Shui Po –
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Nam Cheong District Community Centre
1 Cheong San Lane, Sham Shui Po 

Wong Tai Sin –
Tsz Wan Shan (South) Estate Community Centre
45 Wan Wah Street, Tsz Wan Shan
 
Yau Tsim Mong –
Henry G Leong Yaumatei Community Centre
60 Public Square Street, Yau Ma Tei
 
New Territories Districts:
————————–
 
Islands –
Tung Chung Community Hall
G/F, Tung Chung Municipal Services Building, 39 Man Tung Road, Tung Chung
 
Kwai Tsing –
Kwai Shing Community Hall
Podium, Block 6, Kwai Shing West Estate, Kwai Chung
 
North –
Cheung Wah Community Hall
Cheung Wah Estate, Fanling
 
Sai Kung –
Hang Hau Community Hall
G/F, Sai Kung Tseung Kwan O Government Complex, 38 Pui Shing Road, Hang Hau,
Tseung Kwan O
 
Sha Tin –
Lung Hang Estate Community Centre
Lung Hang Estate, Sha Tin
 
Tai Po –
Tai Po Community Centre
2 Heung Sze Wui Street, Tai Po
 
Tsuen Wan –
Lei Muk Shue Community Hall
G/F, Hong Shue House, Lei Muk Shue Estate, Tsuen Wan
 
Tuen Mun –
Butterfly Bay Community Centre
Butterfly Estate (near Tip Sum House), Tuen Mun 

Yuen Long –
Long Ping Community Hall
Long Ping Estate, Yuen Long
 



     In addition to the above heat shelters, a number of community
halls/community centres can also be used for taking refuge from the heat
during their operating hours. For their address details, please browse the
following
document: www.had.gov.hk/file_manager/en/documents/public_services/emergency_
services/List_CH_CC_Day_E.pdf.
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