
Approval for first round of
applications under Labour Importation
Scheme for Transport Sector – Aviation
Industry completed

     The approval process for the first round of applications under the
Labour Importation Scheme for the Transport Sector – Aviation Industry
(Scheme) has been completed. The Transport and Logistics Bureau (TLB) issued
letters today (August 14) to all applicants on the application results.

     The application period for the first round of applications under the
Scheme was from July 17 to 30. A total of 29 eligible companies submitted
applications within the application period, involving 2 889 labour
importation quotas covering all 10 job types under the Scheme. After
assessment by the inter-departmental liaison group comprising representatives
from the TLB, the Labour Department and the Airport Authority Hong Kong
(AAHK), the Permanent Secretary for Transport and Logistics approved the
applications from 28 companies with a total of 2 841 quotas (45 per cent of
the quota ceiling of 6 300), among which a few applications were not approved
as they failed to meet one of the following basic requirements of the Scheme:
 
i. The job for which quotas are applied must fall into one of the 10
specified job types under the Scheme;

ii. The number of quotas applied for must be within the limit under the
manning ratio requirement of full-time local staff and imported labour; and

iii. An applicant must have conducted local recruitment for the jobs for
which quotas are applied. 

     One application was not approved as the wage intended to be offered was
lower than the median wage of the corresponding job type. The results with
breakdowns by job types in the first round of applications are at the Annex.

     A stakeholder consultative group, comprising the TLB, the AAHK, industry
players and labour representatives, has earlier been set up to gauge the
views of the relevant stakeholders on the implementation of the Scheme.
During the first round of applications, the TLB and the AAHK have been
maintaining close liaison with the group, including meeting with the
representatives of trade unions this morning on the approval results. The TLB
and the AAHK will continue to maintain communication with the consultative
group and provide appropriate assistance to eligible applicants in order to
ensure their understanding of the relevant requirements of the Scheme.

     A spokesman for the TLB said, "We hope that imported labour will receive
training and work in Hong Kong soon, with a view to relieving the acute
manpower shortage in the aviation industry and supporting the continual
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recovery of the industry. The TLB and the AAHK will continue to listen to the
views of the group on matters relating to the Scheme and closely monitor its
implementation."

     The TLB will announce the details of the second round of applications
under the Scheme in due course.

     The Chief Executive in Council endorsed in June 2023 the introduction of
the Scheme to, on the prerequisite of safeguarding the employment of local
labour, suitably allow the aviation sector to apply for importation of labour
to fill vacancies for frontline non-supervisory positions under 10 specified
job types with a quota ceiling of 6 300.

Fraudulent website and social media
page related to Dah Sing Bank, Limited

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:
 
     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) wishes to alert members of the
public to a press release issued by Dah Sing Bank, Limited relating to a
fraudulent website and social media page, which have been reported to the
HKMA. A hyperlink to the press release is available on the HKMA website.
      
     The HKMA wishes to remind the public that banks will not send SMS or
emails with embedded hyperlinks which direct them to the banks' websites to
carry out transactions. They will not ask customers for sensitive personal
information, such as login passwords or one-time password, by phone, email or
SMS (including via embedded hyperlinks).
      
     Anyone who has provided his or her personal information, or who has
conducted any financial transactions, through or in response to the website
or social media page concerned, should contact the bank using the contact
information provided in the press release, and report the matter to the
Police by contacting the Crime Wing Information Centre of the Hong Kong
Police Force at 2860 5012.

Fraudulent mobile application related
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to CMB Wing Lung Bank Limited

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:

     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) wishes to alert members of the
public to a press release issued by CMB Wing Lung Bank Limited relating to a
fraudulent mobile application (App), which has been reported to the HKMA. A
hyperlink to the press releases is available on the HKMA website.
      
     The HKMA wishes to remind the public that banks will not send SMS or
emails with embedded hyperlinks which direct them to the banks' websites to
carry out transactions. They will not ask customers for sensitive personal
information, such as login passwords or one-time password, by phone, email or
SMS (including via embedded hyperlinks).
      
     Anyone who has provided his or her personal information, or who has
conducted any financial transactions, through or in response to the App
concerned, should contact the bank using the contact information provided in
the press release, and report the matter to the Police by contacting the
Crime Wing Information Centre of the Hong Kong Police Force at 2860 5012.
 

Update on cases of Legionnaires’
disease

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health today
(August 14) reported the latest number of cases of Legionnaires' disease
(LD), and stressed the importance of using and maintaining properly designed
man-made water systems, adding that susceptible groups should strictly
observe relevant precautions.

     From August 6 to 12, two community-acquired LD cases were reported:
 

A male patient, aged 47 with underlying illnesses, who lives in Block1.
21, Double Cove Starview, Ma On Shan; and
A female patient, aged 70 with underlying illnesses, who lives in Ha Wo2.
Hang Tsuen, Sha Tau Kok.

     "Epidemiological investigations are ongoing to identify potential
sources of infection, high-risk exposure and clusters, if any," a spokesman
for the CHP said.

     As of August 12, 65 LD cases had been reported this year. In 2022 and
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2021, there were 80 and 69 cases respectively.

     "Men, people aged over 50, smokers, alcoholics and persons with weakened
immunity are more susceptible to LD. Some situations may also increase the
risk of infection, including poor maintenance of water systems leading to
stagnant water; living in areas with old water systems, cooling towers or
fountains; using electric water heaters, whirlpools and spas or hot water
spring spas; and recent stays in hotels or vessels," the spokesman said.

     Legionellae are found in various environmental settings and grow well in
warm water (20 to 45 degrees Celsius). They can be found in aqueous
environments such as water tanks, hot and cold water systems, cooling towers,
whirlpools and spas, water fountains and home apparatus that support
breathing. People may become infected when they breathe in contaminated
droplets (aerosols) and mist generated by artificial water systems, or when
handling garden soil, compost and potting mixes.

     Immunocompromised persons should:
 

Use sterile or boiled water for drinking, tooth brushing and mouth
rinsing;
Avoid using humidifiers, or other mist- or aerosol-generating devices. A
shower may also generate small aerosols; and
If using humidifiers, or other mist- or aerosol-generating devices, fill
the water tank with only sterile or cooled freshly boiled water, and not
water directly from the tap. Also, clean and maintain
humidifiers/devices regularly according to manufacturers' instructions.
Never leave stagnant water in a humidifier/device. Empty the water tank,
wipe all surfaces dry, and change the water daily. 

     
    â€‹The public should observe the health advice below:
 

Observe personal hygiene;
Do not smoke and avoid alcohol consumption;
Strainers in water taps and shower heads should be inspected, cleaned,
descaled and disinfected regularly or at a frequency recommended by the
manufacturer;
If a fresh-water plumbing system is properly maintained, it is not
necessary to install domestic water filters. Use of water filters is not
encouraged as clogging occurs easily, which can promote growth of micro-
organisms. In case water filters are used, the pore size should be 0.2
micrometres (µm) and the filter needs to be changed periodically
according to the manufacturer's recommendations;
Drain and clean water tanks of buildings at least quarterly;
Drain or purge for at least one minute infrequently used water outlets
(e.g. water taps, shower heads and hot water outlets) and stagnant
points of the pipework weekly or before use;
Seek and follow doctors' professional advice regarding the use and
maintenance of home respiratory devices and use only sterile water (not



distilled or tap water) to clean and fill the reservoir. Clean and
maintain the device regularly according to the manufacturer's
instructions. After cleaning/disinfection, rinse the device with sterile
water, cooled freshly boiled water or water filtered with 0.2 µm
filters. Never leave stagnant water in the device. Empty the water tank,
keep all surfaces dry, and change the water daily; and
When handling garden soil, compost and potting mixes: 

Wear gloves and a face mask;1.
Water gardens and compost gently using low pressure;2.
Open composted potting mixes slowly and make sure the opening is3.
directed away from the face;
Wet the soil to reduce dust when potting plants; and4.
Avoid working in poorly ventilated places such as enclosed greenhouses.5.

    â€‹The public may visit the CHP's LD page, the Code of Practice for
Prevention of LD and the Housekeeping Guidelines for Cold and Hot Water
Systems for Building Management of the Prevention of LD Committee, and the
CHP's risk-based strategy for prevention and control of LD.

July’s monthly gravidtrap index for
Aedes albopictus drops significantly

     The Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) today (August 14)
announced that the monthly gravidtrap index for Aedes albopictus recorded a
significant decrease from 16.4 per cent in June to 9.2 per cent in July,
which was at Level 2, indicating that the distribution of Aedes albopictus in
the areas surveyed was fairly extensive but dropped to a relatively low
level.
 
     In July, among the 64 survey areas, only two areas (namely Sheung Shui,
and the area of Shau Kei Wan and Sai Wan Ho) were recorded with the area
gravidtrap index reaching the alert level of 20 per cent or above. The
gravidtraps were mostly found in the vicinity of public and private
residential areas, schools, recreational and sports facilities and public
places. The FEHD has collaborated with relevant government departments and
taken immediate action to strengthen mosquito prevention and control work in
the above-mentioned areas.
 
     Moreover, the monthly density index for Aedes albopictus in July was
1.2, which represented that an average of 1.2 Aedes albopictus adults were
found in the Aedes-positive gravidtraps, indicating that the number of adult
Aedes albopictus was not abundant in the survey areas. The gravidtrap and
density indices for Aedes albopictus in different survey areas as well as
information on mosquito prevention and control measures are available on the
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department's website at www.fehd.gov.hk.
 
     A spokesman for the FEHD said, "The Government is very concerned about
mosquito infestation. The FEHD has continued to intensify mosquito prevention
and control work with relevant government departments in areas under their
purview, including eliminating mosquito breeding places, applying larvicides,
conducting fogging operations to eradicate adult mosquitoes, and placing
mosquito trapping devices at suitable locations. The FEHD has also conducted
site inspections with relevant departments, and provided them with
professional advice and technical support to assist them in formulating and
implementing effective anti-mosquito measures swiftly. At the same time, the
FEHD has strengthened publicity and education. Under the concerted efforts
and collaboration of various parties, the index in July recorded a
significant drop. The FEHD will continue to monitor the mosquito infestation
in all districts, and will conduct prompt and effective mosquito prevention
and control work."
 
     The FEHD will conduct a three-phase Anti-mosquito Campaign this year.
The third phase of the territory-wide campaign, lasting 12 weeks, was
launched on August 7 and will run until October 27. During the period, the
district offices of the FEHD will target areas that have drawn particular
concern, such as public markets, cooked food centres and hawker bazaars,
single-block buildings, streets and back lanes, common parts of buildings,
village houses, construction sites, vacant sites and road works sites, to
remove accumulated water and carry out mosquito prevention and control work.
To further enhance the effectiveness of mosquito control, the FEHD and
relevant government departments have also carried out the second phase of the
All-out Anti-mosquito Operations since April 24 to focus on eliminating
potential mosquito breeding places, and called on property management offices
to arrange necessary repairs to their premises so as to minimise mosquito
breeding places. Furthermore, intense adult control has been conducted by
means of regular ultra-low volume fogging operations after the onset of the
rainy season.
 
     The FEHD appeals to members of the public to work together to carry out
mosquito prevention and control measures early, including inspecting their
homes and surroundings to remove potential breeding grounds, changing water
in vases and scrubbing their inner surfaces, removing water in saucers under
potted plants at least once a week, properly disposing of containers such as
soft drink cans and lunch boxes, and drilling large holes in unused tyres.
The FEHD also advises members of the public and estate management bodies to
keep drains free of blockage and level all defective ground surfaces to
prevent the accumulation of water. They should also scrub all drains and
surface sewers with an alkaline detergent at least once a week to remove any
mosquito eggs.
 
     Aedes albopictus is a kind of mosquito that can transmit dengue fever
(DF) as well as Zika virus infection. DF is commonly found in tropical and
subtropical regions of the world, and has become endemic in many countries in
Southeast Asia. The dengue activity in neighbouring areas has remained high
and Hong Kong has recorded 25 imported DF cases so far this year. Members of
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the public should stay vigilant and continue to carry out effective mosquito
prevention and control measures.


