
Labour Department to hold occupational
health public talks

     The Labour Department (LD) will hold a public talk entitled
"Occupational Health of Office Workers Series (III) More Exercise, Smart
Work" on December 19 (Thursday). The talk will introduce the benefits of
exercise. Demonstrations and practice of workplace exercises will also be
included.
 
     The talk will be given by the LD's occupational health nurse at 6.30pm
at the Lecture Theatre of the Hong Kong Central Library, 66 Causeway Road,
Causeway Bay.
 
     The LD will hold another talk entitled "Infection Control in the
Workplace" on December 30 (Monday). The talk, designed for employees who may
come into contact with pathogenic bacteria and viruses in their workplace,
will explain how micro-organisms enter human body and affect people's health.
The concept of infection control in the workplace will also be covered.
 
     The talk will be given by the occupational health nurse at 3.30pm in the
Health Education Room, Occupational Safety and Health Centre of the LD, G/F,
Kwun Tong Community Health Centre Building, 60 Hip Wo Street, Kwun Tong.

     Both talks will be given in Cantonese. Admission is free but pre-
registration is required. Interested participants can register online
(www.oshsreg.gov.hk/en). For enquiries, please call 2852 4040.

Fraudulent websites and internet
banking login screens related to China
CITIC Bank International Limited

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:

     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) wishes to alert members of the
public to a press release issued by China CITIC Bank International Limited
relating to fraudulent websites and internet banking login screens, which
have been reported to the HKMA. A hyperlink to the press release is available
on the HKMA website.
      
     The HKMA wishes to remind the public that banks will not send SMS or
emails with embedded hyperlinks which direct them to the banks' websites to
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carry out transactions. They will not ask customers for sensitive personal
information, such as login passwords or one-time password, by phone, email or
SMS (including via embedded hyperlinks).
      
     Anyone who has provided his or her personal information, or who has
conducted any financial transactions, through or in response to the websites
or login screens concerned, should contact the bank using the contact
information provided in the press release, and report the matter to the
Police by contacting the Crime Wing Information Centre of the Hong Kong
Police Force at 2860 5012.

Red flag hoisted at Clear Water Bay
Second Beach

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

     Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (December
11) that due to big waves, the red flag has been hoisted at Clear Water Bay
Second Beach in Sai Kung District. Beachgoers are advised not to swim at the
beach.

Special traffic arrangements for race
meeting in Happy Valley

     Special traffic arrangements will be implemented in Happy Valley today
(December 11). The arrangements will last until the crowds have dispersed
after the race meeting.

A. Traffic arrangements before the commencement of the first race

     The following road closure and traffic diversions will be implemented
from 50 minutes before the start of the first race for day racing, or from
6pm onwards for night racing:

1. Road closure
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     Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Queen’s Road East and the up-ramp
outside the Hong Kong Jockey Club (HKJC) will be closed, except for vehicles
heading for Aberdeen Tunnel.

2. Traffic diversions

– Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Village Road and the up-ramp outside
the HKJC will be re-routed one way northbound;
– Traffic along eastbound Queen's Road East heading for Wan Chai and Happy
Valley will be diverted to turn left to Morrison Hill Road;
– Traffic along southbound Morrison Hill Road heading for Happy Valley will
be diverted via Sports Road and Wong Nai Chung Road;
– Traffic along Queen's Road East cannot turn right to Wong Nai Chung Road,
except for vehicles heading for Aberdeen Tunnel;
– Traffic from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Queen's Road East will be
diverted via the down-ramp leading from southbound Canal Road flyover to
Morrison Hill Road to turn right at the junction of Wong Nai Chung Road and
Queen's Road East; and
– Traffic from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Happy Valley or Racecourse
will be diverted via the down-ramp leading from southbound Canal Road flyover
to Canal Road East, southbound Morrison Hill Road, Sports Road and Wong Nai
Chung Road.

B. Traffic arrangements before the conclusion of race meeting

     The following road closure and traffic diversions will be implemented
from about 35 minutes before the start of the last race:

1. Road closure

– The up-ramp on Wong Nai Chung Road outside the HKJC leading to Aberdeen
Tunnel;
– Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Queen's Road East and the up-ramp
leading to Aberdeen Tunnel;
– Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Village Road and the Public Stands
of the HKJC;
– Westbound Leighton Road between Wong Nai Chung Road and Canal Road East;
and
– Southbound Morrison Hill Road between Leighton Road and Queen's Road East.

     In addition, southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between the up-ramp leading
to Aberdeen Tunnel and the Public Stands of the HKJC will be closed from
about 10 minutes before the start of the last race.

2. Traffic diversions

– Eastbound Queen's Road East at its junction with Morrison Hill Road will be
reduced to one-lane traffic heading for northbound Canal Road flyover;
– Traffic from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Wan Chai will be diverted via
the down-ramp leading from southbound Canal Road flyover to Canal Road East,
U-turn slip road beneath Canal Road flyover, Canal Road West and Hennessy
Road;



– Traffic from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Happy Valley will be diverted
via the down-ramp leading from southbound Canal Road flyover to Canal Road
East, eastbound Leighton Road and Wong Nai Chung Road;
– Traffic along southbound Morrison Hill Road will be diverted to turn left
to eastbound Leighton Road;
– Traffic along southbound Morrison Hill Road heading for Happy Valley will
be diverted via eastbound Leighton Road and Wong Nai Chung Road; and
– Traffic along westbound Leighton Road will be diverted to Wong Nai Chung
Road.

C. Learner drivers prohibition

     Learner drivers will be prohibited to turn left from Caroline Hill Road
to Leighton Road between one and a half hours before the start of the first
race and one hour after the last race. In addition, learner drivers will be
prohibited from accessing the following roads within the above period of
time:

– Shan Kwong Road between Yik Yam Street and Wong Nai Chung Road;
– Village Road between its upper and lower junctions with Shan Kwong Road;
– Percival Street between Hennessy Road and Leighton Road;
– Canal Road East; and
– The service road leading from Gloucester Road to Canal Road flyover.

D. Suspension of parking spaces

     Parking spaces on southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Sports Road and
Blue Pool Road will be suspended from 11am to 7pm for day racing, and from
5pm to 11.59pm for night racing respectively.

     All vehicles parked illegally during the implementation of the above
special traffic arrangements will be towed away without prior warning, and
may be subject to multiple ticketing.

     Actual implementation of road closure and traffic diversion will be made
by the Police at the time depending on traffic conditions in the areas.
Motorists should exercise tolerance and patience, and follow the instructions
of Police on site.

Health Bureau responds to media
enquiries on hospital development
plans and cluster delineation

     In response to media enquiries on hospital development plans and cluster
delineation, a spokesman for the Health Bureau gave the following response
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today (December 10):

     The Hospital Authority (HA) plans and develops various public healthcare
services on a cluster basis, taking into account a number of factors,
including the changes in service demand arising from population growth and
demographic changes, rising prevalence of chronic diseases, healthcare
technology advancement, healthcare manpower supply as well as service
arrangements of the clusters. At present, there are a total of 14 public
hospitals and healthcare institutions in the Hong Kong East and Hong Kong
West Clusters, with five of those hospitals treating acute or complex
illnesses, namely Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern Hospital, Ruttonjee
Hospital, Queen Mary Hospital, Grantham Hospital and St. John Hospital.

     The Health Bureau is currently working with the HA in reviewing the
prioritisation of the hospital development projects in various districts
across the city under the Second Hospital Development Plan (HDP), with
reference to fundamental factors including the city-wide future planning by
the Planning Department (including the Northern Metropolis and other
development concepts set out in the "Hong Kong 2030+: Towards a Planning
Vision and Strategy Transcending 2030"), the latest population statistics and
projection data of the Census and Statistics Department, anticipated
population distribution and demographics, and estimated healthcare services
demand, while considering the supply and status of the sites for healthcare
facilities, need and cost-effectiveness of renovation, refurbishment,
redevelopment or addition of facilities of individual hospitals, and ease of
patient in accessing the healthcare facilities, etc.
 
     Meanwhile, the HA is reviewing and planning the service provision of
hospital clusters, including the delineation of hospital clusters as well as
positioning and roles of hospitals, having regard to the anticipated changes
in population distribution and demographics. In particular, the operation of
hospitals in each cluster should be rationalised and supplementary to one
another such that the relevant hospitals can offer the community
comprehensive and complementary services in a co-ordinated manner, including
ensuring that the Accident and Emergency departments are located within a
reasonable distance from their respective service areas, while striving to
optimise the overall service arrangements. The hospital development projects
under the HDP will dovetail with long-term planning made by the HA for its
healthcare services, including strategic plans and clinical service plans. 

     In respect of the Hong Kong Island region, according to the future
population projections by the Census and Statistics Department, in spite of
an anticipated increase in the overall population by 2041, the population of
the Hong Kong Island region would drop slightly, while the proportion of
elderly persons aged 65 or above would increase in the light of an ageing
population. The Health Bureau and the HA are projecting future local service
demand in accordance with the aforementioned projections, in order to review
and plan the hospital development projects under the Second HDP in the
region. The HA is also reviewing and planning the service provisions as well
as the role delineation and distribution of various hospitals in the region
to provide a basis of reference for the HDP.



     Taking into consideration the population served by a cluster in general,
the consolidation of the services of the entire Hong Kong Island into one
cluster is one of the study directions. It is expected that, under the
consolidated cluster, the existing hospitals treating acute or complex
illnesses in the region will all be retained with their functions of treating
acute or complex illnesses maintained, thus this will not, for common
illnesses, cause citizens to travel to another district for medical
consultations or visit to patients. This option will also reduce relevant
administrative cost and facilitate service co-ordination, thereby enhancing
cost effectiveness. The HA will, having regard to estimated local needs,
optimise service distribution and suitably increase the number of beds and
relevant healthcare facilities, while the Health Bureau will work with the HA
to formulate hospital development projects under the HDP with reference to
the relevant arrangements.
 
     Upon completion of the review, the Government will announce the details
of the Second HDP in due course. 


