
Immigration Department repatriates 61
unsubstantiated non-refoulement
claimants to their places of origin
(with photos)

     The Immigration Department (ImmD) carried out repatriation operations
from July 17 to today (July 19). A total of 61 unsubstantiated non-
refoulement claimants who were illegal immigrants and overstayers were
repatriated to their places of origin. The persons removed comprised 34 men
and 27 women. Among them were discharged prisoners who had committed criminal
offences and had been sentenced to imprisonment.
 
     The ImmD has been committed to promptly removing unsubstantiated non-
refoulement claimants from Hong Kong so as to maintain effective immigration
control and safeguard the public interest. Under the updated removal policy
effective from December 7, 2022, the ImmD may generally proceed with the
removal of a claimant whose judicial review case has been dismissed by the
Court of First Instance of the High Court, thereby enhancing the efficiency
of and efforts in removing unsubstantiated claimants. 
 
     Depending on circumstances and needs, the ImmD will remain committed to
expediting the removal process and actively maintain close liaison with
governments of major source countries of non-refoulement claimants, airline
companies and other government departments to repatriate unsubstantiated non-
refoulement claimants from Hong Kong as soon as practicable through all
appropriate measures.
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CHP announces one new confirmed
melioidosis infection case over past
week

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health today
(July 19) said that one new confirmed melioidosis infection case had been
recorded in the past week (July 12 to July 18).

     The case involves a 66-year-old male with underlying illnesses who lives
in Sham Shui Po. He developed intermittent fever and was admitted to Caritas
Medical Centre and Prince of Wales Hospital in May and June respectively. He
was discharged in late June. He developed a fever again, and a cough with
blood-stained sputum in early July and attended Prince of Wales Hospital on
July 8 due to worsening symptoms. He was admitted on the same day. He is in
stable condition. His clinical sample was confirmed positive for Burkholderia
pseudomallei upon testing.

     The CHP is investigating the infection source of the case.
Epidemiological investigations are ongoing. So far, four melioidosis
infection cases have been recorded in Hong Kong this year. In 2023, 17
melioidosis infection cases were recorded.

     A spokesman for the CHP reiterated that person-to-person transmission
and animal-to-human transmission are rare, but melioidosis bacteria can
survive in the local environment. Melioidosis is an endemic disease in Hong
Kong and melioidosis cases have been recorded in Hong Kong each year.
According to literature, infection cases are more common after typhoons or
storms. The bacterium Burkholderia pseudomallei of melioidosis in soil and
muddy water may become exposed to the ground after typhoons or storms, and
the bacteria could spread more easily with strong winds or storms. As such,
the number of melioidosis cases may increase.

     The CHP reminded members of the public that melioidosis can be spread by
contaminated soil and water during and after typhoons and storms. Where
practicable, people should stay indoors during typhoons and storms, avoid
travelling to areas with potential flooding, and do not wade in or have
contact with muddy water and soil. In addition, high-risk individuals should
avoid paths near stormwater drains where aerosols may be generated from
contaminated water.

     Members of the public should also take the following preventive measures
against infection:
 

Avoid contact with contaminated soil;
Wear appropriate protective clothing or footwear when participating in
activities with possible contact with soil or water, e.g. using gloves
and wearing boots. High-risk individuals may also consider wearing a
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surgical mask;
Wash or shower after exposure to contaminated water or soil;
Always clean any wounds as soon as possible and cover any cuts or grazes
with waterproof dressings;
Wash hands with liquid soap and water after handling soil or gardening;
Observe food hygiene and avoid drinking raw water; and
Travellers can contract the disease through outdoor water sports. Risk
of infection can be minimised by avoiding exposure to water sources
(such as rivers, ponds or lakes) that might be contaminated.

     The CHP appealed to members of the public to seek medical advice if they
develop symptoms, in particular people with diabetes or other
immunocompromised conditions, in order to receive appropriate medical
diagnosis and treatment. For more information on melioidosis, please visit
the website of the CHP at
www.chp.gov.hk/en/healthtopics/content/24/101110.html.

23 landlords of subdivided units under
regulated tenancies convicted of
contravening relevant statutory
requirements

     Twenty-three landlords of subdivided units (SDUs), who contravened Part
IVA of the Landlord and Tenant (Consolidation) Ordinance (Cap. 7) (the
Ordinance), pleaded guilty and were fined a total of $75,900 today (July 19)
at the Eastern Magistrates' Courts. Since the Ordinance has come into force,
the Rating and Valuation Department (RVD) has successfully prosecuted 333
cases involving a total of 286 SDU landlords, with fines ranging from $400 to
$34,800, amounting to a total of $683,010.
 
     The offences of these landlords include (1) failing to submit a Notice
of Tenancy (Form AR2) to the Commissioner of Rating and Valuation within 60
days after the term of the regulated tenancy commenced; and (2) requesting
the tenant to pay money other than the types permitted under the Ordinance.
One of the landlords was fined $34,800 for having committed 36 offences under
(1) and (2) above, including requiring six tenants to pay waste disposal fees
for a few months.

     The RVD earlier discovered that the landlords failed to comply with the
relevant requirements under the Ordinance. Upon an in-depth investigation and
evidence collection, the RVD prosecuted against the landlords.
 
     A spokesman for the RVD reiterated that SDU landlords must comply with
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the relevant requirements under the Ordinance, and also reminded SDU tenants
of their rights under the Ordinance. He also stressed that the RVD will
continue to take resolute enforcement action against any contraventions of
the Ordinance. Apart from following up on reported cases, the RVD has been
adopting a multipronged approach to proactively identify, investigate and
follow up on cases concerning landlords who are suspected of contravening the
Ordinance. In particular, the RVD has been requiring landlords of regulated
tenancies to provide information and reference documents of their tenancies
for checking whether the landlords concerned have complied with the
requirements of the Ordinance. If a landlord, without reasonable excuse,
refuses to provide the relevant information or neglects the RVD's request,
the landlord commits an offence and is liable to a maximum fine at level 3
($10,000) and to imprisonment for three months. Depending on the actual
circumstances, and having regard to the information and evidence collected,
the RVD will take appropriate actions on individual cases, including
instigating prosecution against suspected contraventions of the Ordinance.
 
     To help curb illegal acts as soon as possible, members of the public
should report to the RVD promptly any suspected cases of contravening the
relevant requirements. Reporting can be made through the telephone hotline
(2150 8303), by email (enquiries@rvd.gov.hk), by fax (2116 4920), by post
(15/F, Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices, 303 Cheung Sha Wan Road, Kowloon),
or in person (visiting the Tenancy Services Section office of the RVD at Room
3816-22, 38/F, Immigration Tower, 7 Gloucester Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong, and
please call 2150 8303 to make an appointment). Furthermore, the RVD has
provided a form (Form AR4) (www.rvd.gov.hk/doc/en/forms/ar4.pdf) on its
website to facilitate SDU tenants' reporting to the RVD.
 
     The RVD reminds that pursuant to the Ordinance, a regulated cycle of
regulated tenancies is to comprise two consecutive regulated tenancies (i.e.
the first-term tenancy and second-term tenancy) for an SDU, and the term of
each regulated tenancy is two years. A tenant of a first-term tenancy for an
SDU is entitled to be granted a second-term tenancy of the regulated cycle,
thus enjoying a total of four years of security of tenure. Since the first
batch of regulated tenancies has already approached their second-term
tenancies, the RVD has started a new round of publicity and education work in
order to assist SDU landlords and tenants to understand the important matters
pertaining to the second-term tenancy, and procedures that need to be
followed about two months prior to the commencement of the purported second-
term tenancy. In addition, the RVD has started issuing letters enclosing
relevant information to the concerned landlords and tenants of regulated
tenancies in batches, according to the expiry time of their first-term
tenancies, to remind them about their respective obligations and rights under
the Ordinance.  These landlords and tenants may also visit the dedicated page
for the second-term tenancy on the RVD's website
(www.rvd.gov.hk/en/tenancy_matters/second_term_tenancy.html) for the relevant
information, including a concise guide, brochures, tutorial videos and
frequently asked questions. SDU landlords and tenants are also advised to
familiarise themselves with the relevant statutory requirements and maintain
close communication regarding the second-term tenancy for handling the
matters properly and in a timely manner according to the Ordinance.
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     For enquiries related to regulated tenancies, please call the telephone
hotline (2150 8303) or visit the RVD's webpage
(www.rvd.gov.hk/en/our_services/part_iva.html) for the relevant information.
 
 

12 persons arrested during anti-
illegal worker operations (with photo)

      The Immigration Department (ImmD) mounted a series of territory-wide
anti-illegal worker operations codenamed "Twilight", and joint operations
with the Hong Kong Police Force codenamed "Champion" and "Windsand", for four
consecutive days from July 15 to yesterday (June 18). A total of nine
suspected illegal workers and three suspected employers were arrested.

     During the anti-illegal worker operations, ImmD Task Force officers
raided nine target locations including premises under renovation and
restaurants. Five suspected illegal workers and one suspected employer were
arrested. The arrested suspected illegal workers comprised two men and three
women, aged 24 to 46. Among them, one man and one woman were holders of
recognisance forms, which prohibit them from taking any employment. In
addition, one man and one woman were suspected of using and being in
possession of a forged Hong Kong identity card respectively. One man, aged
28, who was suspected of employing the illegal workers, was also arrested.

     During operation "Champion", enforcement officers raided 55 target
locations in Central district, including massage parlours and restaurants.
Four suspected illegal workers and two suspected employers were arrested. The
arrested suspected illegal workers comprised two men and two women, aged 37
to 49. Among them, one woman was a holder of recognisance form, which
prohibits her from taking any employment. In addition, one woman was
suspected of using and being in possession of a forged Hong Kong identity
card. Furthermore, two men, aged 47 and 63, were suspected of employing the
illegal workers and were also arrested. Among them, three suspected illegal
workers and one suspected employer were handled by the ImmD.

     An ImmD spokesman said, "Any person who contravenes a condition of stay
in force in respect of him or her shall be guilty of an offence. Also,
visitors are not allowed to take employment in Hong Kong, whether paid or
unpaid, without the permission of the Director of Immigration. Offenders are
liable to prosecution and upon conviction face a maximum fine of $50,000 and
up to two years' imprisonment. Aiders and abettors are also liable to
prosecution and penalties."

     The spokesman warned, "As stipulated in section 38AA of the Immigration
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Ordinance, an illegal immigrant, a person who is the subject of a removal
order or a deportation order, an overstayer or a person who was refused
permission to land is prohibited from taking any employment, whether paid or
unpaid, or establishing or joining in any business. Offenders are liable upon
conviction to a maximum fine of $50,000 and up to three years' imprisonment.
Under the prevailing laws, it is an offence to use or possess a forged Hong
Kong identity card or a Hong Kong identity card related to another person.
Offenders are liable to prosecution and upon conviction face a maximum fine
of $100,000 and up to 10 years' imprisonment."

     The spokesman reiterated that it is a serious offence to employ people
who are not lawfully employable. Under the Immigration Ordinance, the maximum
penalty for an employer employing a person who is not lawfully employable,
i.e. an illegal immigrant, a person who is the subject of a removal order or
a deportation order, an overstayer or a person who was refused permission to
land, has been significantly increased from a fine of $350,000 and three
years' imprisonment to a fine of $500,000 and 10 years' imprisonment to
reflect the gravity of such offences. The director, manager, secretary,
partner, etc, of the company concerned may also bear criminal liability. The
High Court has laid down sentencing guidelines that the employer of an
illegal worker should be given an immediate custodial sentence.

     According to the court sentencing, employers must take all practicable
steps to determine whether a person is lawfully employable prior to
employment. Apart from inspecting a prospective employee's identity card, the
employer has the explicit duty to make enquiries regarding the person and
ensure that the answers would not cast any reasonable doubt concerning the
lawful employability of the person. The court will not accept failure to do
so as a defence in proceedings. It is also an offence if an employer fails to
inspect the job seeker's valid travel document if the job seeker does not
have a Hong Kong permanent identity card. Offenders are liable upon
conviction to a maximum fine of $150,000 and to imprisonment for one year. In
that connection, the spokesman reminded all employers not to defy the law by
employing illegal workers. The ImmD will continue to take resolute
enforcement action to combat such offences.

     Under the existing mechanism, the ImmD will, as a standard procedure,
conduct an initial screening of vulnerable persons, including illegal
workers, illegal immigrants, sex workers and foreign domestic helpers, who
are arrested during any operation with a view to ascertaining whether they
are trafficking in persons (TIP) victims. When any TIP indicator is revealed
in the initial screening, the ImmD officers will conduct a full debriefing
and identification by using a standardised checklist to ascertain the
presence of TIP elements, such as threats and coercion in the recruitment
phase and the nature of exploitation. Identified TIP victims will be provided
with various forms of support and assistance, including urgent intervention,
medical services, counselling, shelter or temporary accommodation and other
supporting services. The ImmD calls on TIP victims to report crimes to the
relevant departments immediately.



  

Update on dengue fever

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health today
(July 19) reported the latest number of dengue fever (DF) cases, and urged
the public to maintain strict environmental hygiene, mosquito control and
personal protective measures both locally and during travel.

     From July 12 to yesterday (July 18), the CHP recorded one imported DF
case; the patient had been to Thailand during the incubation period.

     As of yesterday, 37 cases of DF, including 34 imported and three local
cases, had been recorded in 2024. In 2023, 62 imported cases of DF were
recorded.

     According to the World Health Organization, the global incidence of DF
has markedly increased over the past two decades, posing a substantial public
health challenge. In 2023, ongoing transmission, combined with an unexpected
spike in DF cases, had resulted in close to a historic high of over 6.5
million cases and more than 7 300 dengue-related deaths reported in over 80
countries/territories. The latest surveillance data shows that there is an
increase in DF cases noted in some places in Asia (such as Indonesia,
Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand) compared to the same period last year.
Since the beginning of 2024, the Americas, including Brazil, Argentina and
Peru, have recorded over 10 million cases, a record number. Detailed
information on the latest DF situation in Hong Kong, as well as neighbouring
and overseas countries and areas, has been uploaded to the CHP website
(www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/df_imported_cases_and_overseas_figures_eng.pdf).

     "Apart from general measures, travellers returning from areas affected
by DF should apply insect repellent for 14 days upon arrival in Hong Kong. If
feeling unwell, seek medical advice promptly and provide travel details to a
doctor," a spokesman for the CHP said.

     The public should take heed of the following advice on mosquito control:
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Thoroughly check all gully traps, roof gutters, surface channels and
drains to prevent blockage;
Scrub and clean drains and surface channels with an alkaline detergent
compound at least once a week to remove any deposited mosquito eggs;
Properly dispose of refuse, such as soft drink cans, empty bottles and
boxes, in covered litter containers;
Completely change the water of flowers and plants at least once a week.
The use of saucers should be avoided if possible;
Level irregular ground surfaces before the rainy season;
Avoid staying in shrubby areas; and
Take personal protective measures such as wearing light-coloured long-
sleeved clothes and trousers, and apply insect repellent containing DEET
to clothing or uncovered areas of the body when doing outdoor
activities.

     
     â€‹DEET-containing insect repellents are effective and the public should
take heed of the tips below:
     

Read the label instructions carefully first;
Apply right before entering an area with risk of mosquito bites;
Apply on exposed skin and clothing;
Use DEET of up to 30 per cent for pregnant women and up to 10 per cent
for children*;
Apply sunscreen first, then insect repellent; and
Reapply only when needed and follow the instructions.

* For children who travel to countries or areas where mosquito-borne diseases
are endemic or epidemic and where exposure is likely, those aged 2 months or
above can use DEET-containing insect repellents with a DEET concentration of
up to 30 per cent.

     â€‹The public should call 1823 in case of mosquito problems and may
visit the following pages for more information: the DF page of the CHP and
the Travel Health Service, the latest Travel Health News, tips for using
insect repellents, and the CHP Facebook Page and YouTube Channel.
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