
Very Hot Weather Warning issued

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

     The Hong Kong Observatory has issued the Very Hot Weather Warning.

     To prevent heat stroke, avoid prolonged activities outdoors.

     If engaged in outdoor work or activities, wear a wide-brimmed hat and
light-coloured, loose-fitting clothes. Stay in shaded areas as much as
possible.

     Drink plenty of water, and avoid beverages containing caffeine or
alcohol.

     If you feel sick, consult a doctor right away.

Person in custody rescued from suicide
dies in public hospital three weeks
later

     A 41-year-old male person in custody at Stanley Prison committed suicide
by hanging on April 27. After rescue, he was sent to a public hospital for
treatment and was subsequently certified dead today (May 17).

     At 9.57am on April 27, the person in custody committed suicide by
hanging himself with a bed cover tied to the grille bars of the observation
cell inside the institution hospital. Correctional officers provided first
aid treatment to the person in custody and called for an ambulance to send
him to a public hospital for treatment. Since being rescued, he has all along
remained unconscious and received in-patient treatment in the public
hospital. His condition suddenly deteriorated this afternoon and he was
certified dead at 6.32pm.

     The case has been reported to the Police. A death inquest will be held
by the Coroner's Court.

     The person in custody was sentenced to imprisonment for the offence of
trafficking in a dangerous drug in July 2017.
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Hong Kong Customs combats unfair trade
practices at fitness centre

     Hong Kong Customs today (May 17) further arrested two male staff members
of a fitness centre suspected of engaging in aggressive commercial practices
in the course of selling fitness service, in contravention of the Trade
Descriptions Ordinance (TDO).

     Customs earlier received information alleging that staff members of a
fitness centre in Yau Ma Tei imposed undue influence in selling fitness
services to two customers who were forced to procure fitness club membership
valued at $3,000 and $18,000 respectively.

     After investigation, Customs officers today further arrested two men,
aged 20 and 24. 

     Customs earlier arrested two male staff members and two male directors
of the fitness centre.

     Investigation is ongoing and the arrested men have been released on bail
pending further investigation.

     Customs reminds traders to comply with the requirements of the TDO and
consumers to procure services at reputable shops. Before making the purchase
decision, consumers should not easily provide their identity cards or credit
cards to a salesperson. Consumers should firmly refuse signing any sales
documents if they have no intention to purchase.

     Under the TDO, any trader commits an offence of engaging in aggressive
commercial practices if harassment, coercion or undue influence is used to
impair consumer's freedom of choice or conduct, causing the consumer to make
a transactional decision. The maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine of
$500,000 and imprisonment for five years.

     Members of the public may report any suspected violations of the TDO to
the Customs 24-hour hotline 2545 6182 or dedicated crime-reporting email
account (crimereport@customs.gov.hk).

CFS urges public not to consume a kind
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of French raw milk cheese suspected to
be contaminated with E.coli (O26)

     The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department today (May 17) urged the public not to consume a kind of raw milk
cheese imported from France and the import into and sale in Hong Kong of that
kind of cheese had also been suspended with immediate effect as the product
might have been contaminated with Escherichia coli (E. coli) (O26). The trade
should stop using or selling the product concerned immediately if they
possess it.
 
     Details of the product are as follows:
 
Product name: Fromage AOP reblochon laitier au lait cru (Reblochon raw milk
cheese AOP)
Place of origin: France
Manufacturer: FROMAGERIES CHABERT
Packing: 450g per pack
Lots: Lot numbers starting with 8CR
Sanitary mark: FR 74. 096. 050 CE – with red round casein
 
     "The CFS received a notification from the Rapid Alert System for Food
and Feed (RASFF) of the European Commission that the above-mentioned product
might have been contaminated with E. coli (O26) and is being recalled. For
the sake of prudence, the CFS has immediately suspended the import and sale
in Hong Kong of the concerned product," a spokesman for the CFS said.
 
     The spokesman said that according to information provided by the RASFF,
a local importer, Silco International Limited, had imported some of the
affected product into Hong Kong. The CFS immediately contacted the importer
concerned for follow-up. The importer confirmed that it had imported 2.4
kilograms of the affected product and all had been distributed. It has
initiated a recall according to the CFS’ advice. Enquiries about the recall
can be made to the importer’s hotline at 2764 3632 during office hours.
 
     "People will contract E. coli causing gastro-intestinal disease through
consumption of contaminated water or undercooked and contaminated foods.
Intestinal bleeding and serious complications such as hemolytic uraemic
syndrome may also develop in some people. Moreover, due to poor personal
hygiene, person-to-person transmission of this pathogen is possible through
the oral-faecal route. E. coli cannot survive under high temperature and can
be killed by thorough cooking," the spokesman said.
 
     The spokesman urged consumers not to consume the affected product if
they have bought any. The trade should also stop using or selling the product
concerned immediately if they possess it.
 
     The CFS has informed the French authorities concerned of the import
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suspension and will alert the trade to the incident. It will continue to
closely monitor the incident and take appropriate follow-up action.
Investigation is underway.
 
Ends

CE continues Guangzhou visit (with
photos/videos)

     The Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam, accompanied by the Secretary for
Constitutional and Mainland Affairs, Mr Patrick Nip, and the Director of the
Chief Executive's Office, Mr Chan Kwok-ki, in Guangzhou today (May 17)
continued her visit to the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Bay Area.
 
     In the morning, Mrs Lam and the other officials visited three
enterprises at the Science City of the Guangzhou Hi-tech Industrial
Development Zone engaging in regenerative medical technology, the Internet of
Things and artificial intelligence, and medical technology and rehabilitation
robots. The visits allowed them to know more about collaboration between Hong
Kong and Guangzhou enterprises in transformation of scientific and
technological achievements as well as the development of Hong Kong companies
establishing a presence in Guangzhou to gain access to the Mainland market.
Mrs Lam expressed the hope that the two cities can boost collaboration among
relevant sectors in the field of innovation and technology (I&T), and combine
government support, production, education, scientific research and practical
application in advancing the development of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Bay
Area as an international I&T centre.
 
     Mrs Lam and the other officials then met with the Secretary of the CPC
Guangdong Provincial Committee, Mr Li Xi, and the Governor of Guangdong
Province, Mr Ma Xingrui, and attended a lunch hosted by them. At the meeting,
Mrs Lam thanked the Guangdong Provincial Government for the large amount of
work it did to prepare for last month's visit by members of the Legislative
Council of Hong Kong to the Bay Area, which was well received by the
Legislative Council members. She said that this year is the 40th anniversary
of the reform and opening up of the country and in the course of the reform
and opening up, Guangdong Province was the first mover and Hong Kong also
made contributions. She expressed the hope that the Bay Area would carry on
from past successes while creating new achievements in the future, raising
Hong Kong-Guangdong co-operation to a new stage. She said that to develop a
world-class Bay Area, breakthroughs in co-operation between Hong Kong and
Guangdong in innovation are needed. She said that the instruction made
personally by President Xi Jinping days earlier introduced a major
breakthrough in the co-operation between the Mainland and Hong Kong in
scientific research with the opening up of science and technology funding of
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the Central Government for application by universities and research
institutions in Hong Kong, helping tremendously in the future development of
the Bay Area as an international I&T centre. Mrs Lam proposed to Mr Li to
continue to strengthen the work on youth exchanges and people-to-people
bonds, so that people of the two places will embrace the development of the
Bay Area.
 
     In the afternoon, Mrs Lam and the other officials toured an
entrepreneurship base of the Tianhe Hong Kong and Macau Youth Association in
Tianhe District to learn about its services and development plan. She
exchanged views with young entrepreneurs from Hong Kong at the base and was
told about their start-up experiences in Guangzhou. Established in October
2017, the base provides young people of Guangzhou, Hong Kong and Macao with
support services in entrepreneurship, internship, exchanges and living.
 
     Mrs Lam and the other officials then visited the Pazhou Internet
Innovation Cluster, which is currently being developed, to learn about its
development as an Internet technology and innovation platform. They also
toured the Qingsheng station of the Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong Express Rail
Link in the Nansha district to view the area's transportation network and the
surrounding development.
 
     Mrs Lam and the other officials returned to Hong Kong this afternoon.
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