
Applications invited for Sir Edward
Youde Memorial Fellowships and
Scholarships for Overseas Studies
2019/20

The following is issued on behalf of the Sir Edward Youde Memorial Fund
Council:
 
     The Sir Edward Youde Memorial Fund Council reminded interested
applicants today (September 3) that its Fellowships and Scholarships for
Overseas Studies for the academic year 2019/20 have been accepting
applications since July 3. The closing date for all applications is September
14, 2018.
 
     The fellowships and scholarships aim at encouraging outstanding students
to pursue further education in reputable institutions overseas. Successful
candidates for the awards are expected to have a strong sense of commitment
to Hong Kong and be ready to contribute significantly to the community upon
graduation. 
 
     The fellowships are for studies leading to postgraduate degrees either
by research or by coursework; the scholarships are for studies leading to
undergraduate degrees.
 
     The applicants will be responsible for fulfilling all application
procedures and admission requirements of the academic institutions of their
choice.
 
     The maximum value of a fellowship is HK$300,000 per year, tenable for up
to three years for a doctoral degree or two years for a master degree. The
maximum value of a scholarship is HK$280,000 per year, tenable for up to
three years.
 
     Application forms and information notes can be downloaded from the
website of the Student Finance Office of the Working Family and Student
Financial Assistance Agency at www.wfsfaa.gov.hk/sfo/en/forms/form.htm.
 
The documents are also available at the following offices:
 
(a)     Student Finance Office
         Working Family and Student Financial Assistance Agency
         Reception Hall, 11/F, Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices
         303 Cheung Sha Wan Road, Kowloon
         Hong Kong
 
(b)     Trust Funds and Temples Joint Secretariat
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         Reception Counter, 34/F, Wu Chung House
         213 Queen's Road East, Wan Chai
         Hong Kong
 
     For enquiries, please call (852) 2150 6097 or (852) 2150 6098.
 
     Short-listed applicants will be invited to attend interviews in person
in Hong Kong. The first round of interviews is scheduled for January 2019. If
found suitable, applicants will be invited for a final interview to be held
around February/March 2019.

Traffic smooth on first school day

     Traffic conditions were mostly smooth and public transport services were
generally adequate to meet demand this morning on the first school day today
(September 3), the Transport Department said.
 
     The department's Emergency Transport Co-ordination Centre (ETCC) has
been closely monitoring the traffic situation and public transport services
since 6.30am today. Staff were deployed to monitor the traffic and transport
situation on-site at various major public transport interchanges and school
areas. They provided updated information to the ETCC for arranging public
transport service enhancement or informing the Police for traffic regulation
when necessary.
 
     "As in previous years, students are reminded to familiarise themselves
with the public transport routes to be taken to school during the first few
days of the new school term to determine the most suitable travel patterns,"
a department spokesman said.
 
     The department will continue to closely monitor the traffic situation
and public transport services in the next few days when more schools begin to
resume their normal school hours. Close liaison with major public transport
operators and relevant government departments will also be maintained.
 
     The spokesman reminded students to allow more time for travel and pay
attention to road safety. Those living on the outlying islands or attending
schools on the outlying islands are advised to check in advance the ferry
schedules, the vessel types to be used and journey times on their intended
ferry trips. Meanwhile, in view of possible congestion in school areas,
motorists should avoid driving to these areas.
 
     Drivers of nanny vans and school buses are also reminded to drive
carefully, especially on steep roads, in narrow lanes or at locations where
driving in reverse is necessary. Overloading is prohibited and they are not
allowed to leave students unattended in the vehicles. An escort should be
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provided on board when serving kindergarten or primary school students.
 
     The road traffic, especially on major trunk roads and in some cross-
harbour tunnels, is likely to become busier as compared with the situation in
the summer holidays. Passenger demand for public transport services will also
increase sharply. Members of the public are advised to allow more time for
their trips during the morning peak hours.
 
     Members of the public should pay attention to the latest transport and
traffic news on radio and television before leaving home. For enquiries,
please call the department's hotline at 2804 2600 or the 1823 Call Centre.
 
     For enquiries on schedules of bus, ferry or railway services, please
call the following hotlines or visit the websites of the major public
transport operators:
 

Operator Hotline Website
New World First Bus 2136 8888 www.nwstbus.com.hk
Citybus 2873 0818 www.nwstbus.com.hk
Kowloon Motor Bus 2745 4466 www.kmb.hk
Long Win Bus 2261 2791 www.lwb.hk
New Lantao Bus 2984 9848 www.newlantaobus.com
New World First Ferry 2131 8181 www.nwff.com.hk
Hong Kong and Kowloon
Ferry 2815 6063 www.hkkf.com.hk

MTR Corporation Limited 2881 8888 www.mtr.com.hk

 
 

New initiative on recognition of
Professional Qualifications launched
under Hong Kong Qualifications
Framework

     To widen the scope of the Hong Kong Qualifications Framework (HKQF), the
Education Bureau announced today (September 3) the launch of an initiative
for recognition of professional qualifications under the HKQF.
      
     A spokesperson for the Education Bureau said, "Before the launching of
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the initiative, qualifications recognised under the HKQF were confined to
those obtained from completion of learning programmes as well as through the
'Recognition of Prior Learning' mechanism for recognising work experiences
and competencies. Recognition of professional qualifications promotes a wider
application of the HKQF and uplifts the professional image of vocational and
professional education and training."
      
     Professional qualifications recognised under the HKQF refer to
qualifications granted by bona fide local organisations that are not
underpinned by associated learning programmes. Individuals should meet the
requisite academic qualifications and prescribed years of industry or
professional experience, as well as complete robust assessments in written or
practical formats in order to obtain the qualifications.
      
     Eligible organisations including professional and regulatory bodies may
apply to become assessment agencies for issuing professional qualifications
under the HKQF. Upon successful completion of accreditation by the Hong Kong
Council for Accreditation of Academic and Vocational Qualifications (HKCAAVQ)
and appointment by the Secretary for Education as assessment agencies, the
professional and regulatory bodies can issue qualifications which are
recognised under the HKQF and registered on the Qualifications Register.
      
     "The Education Bureau invited the Hong Kong Institute of Certified
Public Accountants (HKICPA) and the Marine Department to undergo
accreditation by HKCAAVQ for issuing professional qualifications during the
pilot phase. Both the HKICPA and the Marine Department have successfully
completed the accreditation and been appointed by the Secretary for Education
as assessment agencies for issuing Associate Level qualification and seven
types of Certificates of Competency (CoCs), namely CoCs for Deck Officer
Class 3, Class 2 and Class 1; CoCs for Marine Engineer Officer Class 3, Class
2 and Class 1; and CoC for Electro-technical Officer respectively for five
years with effect from today. These qualifications are now recognised under
the HKQF," the spokesperson added.
      
     Guidelines for organisations to become assessment agencies for issuing
professional qualifications under the HKQF can be downloaded from the HKQF
website www.hkqf.gov.hk.

Children’s Rights Education Funding
Scheme opens for application

     The Constitutional and Mainland Affairs Bureau (CMAB) is inviting
applications under the 2019 Children's Rights Education Funding Scheme (the
Scheme). The deadline for application is October 31, 2018.
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     A spokesman for the CMAB said today (September 3), "The Government is
committed to working together with community organisations to promote the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and enhance the public's
understanding of children's rights." 

     Enthusiastic support from organisations for the Scheme has been received
in every round of applications since the establishment of the Scheme in 2006.
The community activities funded under the Scheme are targeted at different
social groups, and have enhanced the public's awareness of children's
rights. So far, the Scheme has funded over 300 projects carried out by
various non-government organisations, including community organisations,
children's groups, ethnic minority groups, and secondary and primary schools.

    The Scheme in 2019 continues to offer sponsorships under the "General
Project" and "Theme Project" categories. Projects sponsored under the "Theme
Project" category shall adopt "Growing Up in a Fulfilling Childhood with Care
and Inclusion" as the theme. Through organising different types of activities
or services, applicants may encourage children with diverse backgrounds and
special needs to proactively participate in community activities together,
thereby facilitating mutual understanding and acceptance amongst
children. The Government aims to encourage and enable more community
organisations to undertake educational projects to enhance stakeholders'
understanding of the children's rights enshrined in the Convention.
  
     Application forms are available from the website of the
CMAB(www.cmab.gov.hk/en/issues/child_funding.htm). For enquiries, please
contact the Children's Rights Unit of the CMAB at 3655 4179.

CE to attend 12th Pan-Pearl River
Delta Regional Co-operation and
Development Forum and Trade Fair in
Guangzhou

     The Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam, will depart for Guangzhou in the
evening on September 4 to attend the 12th Pan-Pearl River Delta Regional Co-
operation and Development Forum and Trade Fair (PPRD Forum) to be held the
next day. The Acting Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs, Mr
Andy Chan, and the Director of the Chief Executive's Office, Mr Chan Kwok-ki,
will join the visit.

     Mrs Lam will address the opening ceremony of the PPRD Forum and join a
dialogue session to exchange views with the chief executives of Pan-Pearl
River Delta provinces/regions and guests. She will also attend a joint
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conference with the chief executives of Pan-Pearl River Delta
provinces/regions and have bilateral meetings with some of the Mainland's
provincial leaders.
 
     In addition, Mrs Lam will attend the fifth Hong Kong Legal Services
Forum in Guangzhou organised by the Department of Justice of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region Government, the Hong Kong Trade Development
Council and other organisations, and give a keynote speech at the luncheon.

     Mrs Lam will return to Hong Kong in the evening on September 5. During
her absence, the Chief Secretary for Administration, Mr Matthew Cheung Kin-
chung, will be Acting Chief Executive.


