
SWD to invite applications for IT
schemes for persons with disabilities

     The Social Welfare Department (SWD) will invite application from
tomorrow (October 29) until December 7 from eligible individuals and
organisations for the Jockey Club IT Scheme for People with Visual Impairment
(27th Round) and the Central Fund for Personal Computers (39th Round).
 
     The objectives of the Jockey Club IT Scheme for People with Visual
Impairment are to support non-governmental and non-profit-making
organisations providing services or schooling for persons with visual
impairment (PVIs) to acquire advanced Chinese screen readers, Braille
displays and accessories to help PVIs to surf on the Internet, and to
subsidise individual PVIs in need to purchase these devices for the purpose
of studying or employment. Previous beneficiaries of the Scheme may re-apply
if there are proven genuine financial difficulties or study needs or
requirements for employment purposes.
 
     The items supported under the scheme are advanced Chinese screen
readers, Braille displays of 40 cells and accessories/portable devices.
      
     Successful organisation applicants will be supported in full for
purchasing  high-performance Chinese screen readers (capped at $9,800) and/or
Braille displays (capped at $36,000) and/or accessories (capped at $66,300)
on the reference list under the Scheme. Successful individual applicants will
be sponsored to purchase a high-performance Chinese screen reader with an
amount not more than $9,800 and/or accessories/portable devices not more than
$49,600 in value and/or Braille display on the same reference list not more
than $32,400 in value.
      
     Eligible organisations may lodge their applications by completing the
designated forms. For individual applications, nomination from subvented non-
governmental rehabilitation organisations, the student affairs offices of
local tertiary institutions, principals of local secondary/primary schools,
or the Selective Placement Division of the Labour Department (LD) is
required, and application should be submitted through the nominating
organisation on the designated form together with the quotations for the
items concerned. Invitation letters have been sent to the relevant
organisations to invite nominations.
      
     As for the Central Fund for Personal Computers, the Fund aims to
assisting eligible persons with disabilities in acquiring the required
computer facilities for self-employment or receiving supported employment
services at home with guidance and follow-up services to be provided by the
referral rehabilitation organisations or the Selective Placement Division of
the LD. Applicants must:
 
(a) be users of rehabilitation services of and nominated by rehabilitation
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service organisations or the Selective Placement Division of the LD;
(b) have difficulty in engaging in open employment;
(c) provide a viable business plan which has to use computer facilities;
(d) have financial difficulty in acquiring the required computer facilities;
(e) be capable of using a computer to carry out the business plan; and
(f) have the consent of the nominating organisations or the LD to provide
guidance and follow-up services after the applicants’ acquisition of the
computer facilities.
 
     For enquiries, please contact the Rehabilitation and Medical Social
Services Branch of the SWD at 3586 3594, through email to eoimc@swd.gov.hk or
by fax to 2834 7046.
      
     Details of the above schemes are available on the SWD website
(www.swd.gov.hk) and CyberAble.net (www.CyberAble.net). Information notes and
application forms can be downloaded from the websites.

Liquor Licensing Board to meet on
Tuesday

The following is issued on behalf of the Liquor Licensing Board:

     The Liquor Licensing Board will meet on Tuesday (October 30) to consider
seven applications for renewal, transfer or amendment of liquor licences.

     The applications are (not in order of discussion):
 
Hong Kong:
——–
"Mei Mei Yuen" in Sai Ying Pun
Bibo in Central
Ferry Bar in Wanchai
 
Kowloon:
——–
CALIENTE AND HANABI in Tsim Sha Tsui
STAGE ONE BAR and METAL BAR in Prince Edward
 
New Territories:
——–
BAR PACIFIC in Tuen Mun
 
     The meeting will be held at 9.45am in the conference room, Room 102,
1/F, 258 Queen's Road East, Wan Chai. Members of the public are welcome to
attend, except during the private session on confidential items.
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HK cheongsams to be showcased in Japan

     The traditional cheongsam is a powerful cultural icon in contemporary
Chinese society and one of the most internationally well-known intangible
cultural heritage entities. The Sewing Techniques of Hong Kong-style
Cheongsam is on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Hong Kong.

     To showcase the city's unique arts and culture, and to promote its
creative industry, the Hong Kong Arts Centre will host "The Chic of
Hybridity: A Collection of Contemporary Cheongsam" exhibition in early
November in Japan. It is part of Hong Kong Week in Tokyo and will feature 10
different styles of cheongsams by Hong Kong designers.

     News.gov.hk spoke to three of the designers whose cheongsams will be
featured in the exhibition to find out the inspiration behind their garments.

     The story appears on news.gov.hk today (October 28) in both text and
video format.

Special traffic arrangements for race
meeting in Happy Valley

     Special traffic arrangements will be implemented in Happy Valley today
(October 28). The arrangements will come into effect one and a half hours
before the start of the first race and will last until the crowds have
dispersed after the race meeting.

A. Traffic arrangements before the commencement of the first race

1. Road closure
     
     Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Queen's Road East and the up-ramp
outside Hong Kong Jockey Club (HKJC) will be closed except for vehicles
heading for Aberdeen Tunnel.

2. Traffic diversions

– Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Village Road and the up-ramp outside
HKJC will be re-routed one way northbound;
– Vehicles from eastbound Queen's Road East heading for Wan Chai and Happy
Valley will be diverted to turn left to Morrison Hill Road;
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– Traffic along southbound Morrison Hill Road heading for Happy Valley will
be diverted via Sports Road and Wong Nai Chung Road;
– Traffic along Queen's Road East cannot turn right to Wong Nai Chung Road
except for vehicles heading to Aberdeen Tunnel;
– Traffic from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Queen's Road East will be
diverted via the down-ramp leading from southbound Canal Road flyover to
Morrison Hill Road to turn right at the junction of Wong Nai Chung Road and
Queen's Road East; and
– Traffic from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Happy Valley or Racecourse
will be diverted via the down-ramp leading from southbound Canal Road flyover
to Canal Road East, southbound Morrison Hill Road, Sports Road and Wong Nai
Chung Road.

B. Traffic arrangements before the conclusion of race meeting

1. Road closure

     The following roads will be closed from 35 minutes before the start of
the last race:

– The up-ramp on Wong Nai Chung Road outside HKJC leading to Aberdeen Tunnel;
– Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Queen's Road East and the up-ramp
leading to Aberdeen Tunnel;
– Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Village Road and the Public Stands
of HKJC;
– Westbound Leighton Road between Wong Nai Chung Road and Canal Road East;
and
– Southbound Morrison Hill Road between Leighton Road and Queen's Road East.

     In addition, southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between the up-ramp leading
to Aberdeen Tunnel and the Public Stands of HKJC will be closed from about 10
minutes before the start of the last race.

2. Traffic diversions

     The following traffic arrangements will be implemented from 35 minutes
before the start of the last race:

– Eastbound Queen's Road East at its junction with Morrison Hill Road will be
reduced to one-lane traffic heading for northbound Canal Road flyover;
– Vehicles from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Wan Chai will be diverted
via the down-ramp leading from Canal Road East, U-turn slip road beneath
Canal Road flyover, Canal Road West and Hennessy Road;
– Vehicles from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Happy Valley will be
diverted via the down-ramp leading from Canal Road East, eastbound Leighton
Road and Wong Nai Chung Road;
– Traffic on southbound Morrison Hill Road will be diverted to turn left to
eastbound Leighton Road;
– Traffic along southbound Morrison Hill Road heading for Happy Valley will
be diverted via eastbound Leighton Road and Wong Nai Chung Road; and
– Traffic along westbound Leighton Road will be diverted to Wong Nai Chung
Road.



C. Learner drivers prohibition
     
     Learner drivers will be prohibited to turn left from Caroline Hill Road
to Leighton Road between one and a half hours before the start of the first
race and one hour after the last race. In addition, learner drivers will be
prohibited from accessing the following roads within the above period of
time:

– Shan Kwong Road between Yik Yam Street and Wong Nai Chung Road;
– Village Road between its upper and lower junctions with Shan Kwong Road;
– Percival Street between Hennessy Road and Leighton Road;
– Canal Road East; and
– The service road leading from Gloucester Road to Canal Road flyover.

D. Suspension of parking spaces

     Parking spaces on southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Sports Road and
Blue Pool Road will be suspended from 11am to 7pm during day racing, from
4.30pm to 11.59pm during evening racing, and from 5pm to 11.59pm during night
racing.

     Any vehicles found illegally parked within the precincts of the above
affected areas will be towed away without prior notice.

     Actual implementation of road closure and traffic diversion will be made
by the Police at the time depending on traffic conditions in the areas.
Motorists should exercise tolerance and patience, and follow the instructions
of Police on site.

 

Red fire danger warning

Attention duty announcers, radio and TV stations:

     The fire danger situation today (October 28) is red and fire risk is
extreme. The countryside is extremely vulnerable to fire. If you are planning
to spend the day in the countryside, please take pre-cooked food for a picnic
and take all measures to prevent hill fires. The penalty for lighting fires
illegally in the countryside is $25,000 and a year's imprisonment.
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