Four illegal workers jailed

Four illegal workers comprising two Bangladeshis and two Sri Lankans
were jailed by Shatin Magistrates' Courts yesterday (December 10).

During operation "Twilight" on November 1, Immigration Department (ImmD)
investigators raided a fish market in Lau Fau Shan. Two male Bangladeshi and
two male Sri Lankan illegal workers, aged 37 to 46, were arrested. When
intercepted they were working as odd-job workers. Upon identity checking,
they produced for inspection recognisance forms issued by the ImmD, which
prohibit them from taking employment. Further investigation revealed that
they were non-refoulement claimants.

The four illegal workers were charged at Shatin Magistrates' Courts
yesterday with taking employment after landing in Hong Kong unlawfully and
remaining in Hong Kong without the authority of the Director of Immigration
or while being a person in respect of whom a removal order or deportation
order was in force. They were sentenced to 15 months' imprisonment.

The spokesman warned that, as stipulated in section 38AA of the
Immigration Ordinance, illegal immigrants or people who are the subject of a
removal order or a deportation order are prohibited from taking any
employment, whether paid or unpaid, or establishing or joining in any
business. Offenders are liable upon conviction to a maximum fine of $50,000
and up to three years' imprisonment. The Court of Appeal has issued a
guideline ruling that a sentence of 15 months' imprisonment should be applied
in such cases. It is an offence to use or possess a forged Hong Kong identity
card or a Hong Kong identity card related to another person. Offenders are
liable to prosecution and a maximum penalty of a $100,000 fine and up to 10
years' imprisonment.

The spokesman reiterated that it is a serious offence to employ people
who are not lawfully employable. The maximum penalty is imprisonment for
three years and a fine of $350,000. The High Court has laid down sentencing
guidelines that the employer of an illegal worker should be given an
immediate custodial sentence. According to the court sentencing, employers
must take all practicable steps to determine whether a person is lawfully
employable prior to employment. Apart from inspecting a prospective
employee's identity card, the employer has the explicit duty to make
enquiries regarding the person and ensure that the answers would not cast any
reasonable doubt concerning the lawful employability of the person. The court
will not accept failure to do so as a defence in proceedings. It is also an
offence if an employer fails to inspect the job seeker's valid travel
document if the job seeker does not have a Hong Kong permanent identity card.
The maximum penalty for failing to inspect such a document is imprisonment
for one year and a fine of $150,000.

Under the existing mechanism, the ImmD will, as a standard procedure,
conduct initial screening of vulnerable persons, including illegal workers,
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illegal immigrants, sex workers and foreign domestic helpers, who are
arrested during any operation with a view to ascertaining whether they are
trafficking in persons (TIP) victims. When any TIP indicator is revealed in
the initial screening, the officers will conduct a full debriefing and
identification by using a standardised checklist to ascertain the presence of
TIP elements, such as threat and coercion in the recruitment phase, and the
nature of exploitation. Identified TIP victims will be provided with various
forms of support and assistance, including urgent interference, medical
services, counselling, shelter, temporary accommodation and other supporting
services. The ImmD calls on TIP victims to report crimes to the relevant
departments.

SHA commends 94 awardees for promoting
arts, sports and greening

The Secretary for Home Affairs (SHA), Mr Lau Kong-wah, today (December
11) presented commendation certificates and award pins to 94 persons for
their outstanding contributions to the promotion of arts and culture, sports
and recreation, and community greening.

Speaking at the SHA's Commendation Scheme Presentation Ceremony, Mr Lau
expressed his gratitude to the awardees for their tremendous contributions to
society in promoting the development of arts and culture, sports and
recreation, and community greening in Hong Kong over the years.

Mr Lau also praised them for sparing no effort in their respective
sectors, which helped lead to the city's remarkable achievements in arts and
sports. He said he was confident that through their concerted efforts, the
arts, cultural and sports activities in Hong Kong would become even more
popular and diverse, and would continue to occupy an important position
internationally.

The SHA's Commendation Scheme, introduced in 2002, aims to give
recognition to individuals who make outstanding achievements and
contributions to the development of sports and recreation, culture and arts,
community building and community services.

Statistics on trade involving outward
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In the third quarter of 2018, 26.6% of Hong Kong's total exports to the
mainland of China (the Mainland) were for outward processing in the Mainland.
On the other hand, 37.4% of Hong Kong's imports from the Mainland were
related to outward processing in the Mainland, according to statistics
released today (December 11) by the Census and Statistics Department (C&SD).
Over the same period, 71.5% of Hong Kong's re-exports of Mainland origin to
other places were produced through outward processing in the Mainland.

In the third quarter of 2017, the corresponding proportions were 27.5%
for total exports to the Mainland, 38.7% for imports from the Mainland and
70.9% for re-exports of Mainland origin to other places.

In the first nine months of 2018, 26.5% of Hong Kong's total exports to
the Mainland were for outward processing in the Mainland. On the other hand,
38.9% of Hong Kong's imports from the Mainland were related to outward
processing in the Mainland. Over the same period, 69.7% of Hong Kong's re-
exports of Mainland origin to other places were produced through outward
processing in the Mainland.

The corresponding proportions in the first nine months of 2017 were
27.7% for total exports to the Mainland, 40.0% for imports from the Mainland
and 71.0% for re-exports of Mainland origin to other places.

In value terms, $165.9 billion of Hong Kong's total exports to the
Mainland in the third quarter of 2018 were for outward processing in the
Mainland, representing an increase of 7.6% compared with the third quarter of
2017. On the other hand, the value of imports from the Mainland related to
outward processing in the Mainland increased by 6.0% compared with the third
quarter of 2017 to $219.9 billion. Meanwhile, $261.3 billion of Hong Kong's
re-exports of Mainland origin to other places were produced through outward
processing in the Mainland, representing an increase of 6.6% compared with
the third quarter of 2017.

In the first nine months of 2018, $450.8 billion of Hong Kong's total
exports to the Mainland were for outward processing in the Mainland,
representing an increase of 6.8% compared with the first nine months of 2017.
On the other hand, the value of imports from the Mainland related to outward
processing in the Mainland increased by 5.8% compared with the first nine
months of 2017 to $620.8 billion. Meanwhile, $713.0 billion of Hong Kong's
re-exports of Mainland origin to other places were produced through outward
processing in the Mainland, representing an increase of 5.6% compared with
the first nine months of 2017.

The statistics for the third quarter and first nine months of 2018 are
given in the attached tables.
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Information on trade involving outward processing in the Mainland is
collected in a sample survey conducted by the C&SD. For the purpose of the
survey, exports to the Mainland for outward processing refer to raw materials
or semi-manufactures exported from or through Hong Kong to the Mainland for
processing with a contractual arrangement for subsequent re-importation of
the processed goods into Hong Kong.

Imports from the Mainland related to outward processing refer to
processed goods imported from the Mainland, of which all or part of the raw
materials or semi-manufactures have been under contractual arrangement
exported from or through Hong Kong to the Mainland for processing.

Re-exports of Mainland origin to other places involving outward
processing in the Mainland refer to processed goods re-exported through Hong
Kong, of which all or part of the raw materials or semi-manufactures have
been exported from or through Hong Kong to the Mainland for processing with a
contractual arrangement for subsequent re-importation of the processed goods
into Hong Kong.

In interpreting the statistics, it should be noted that all imports
and exports of goods (not including transhipments and goods-in-transit) are
recorded as external trade, irrespective of whether the goods are associated
with outward processing or not. Moreover, the value and proportion of imports
from the Mainland and re-exports of Mainland origin to other places involving
outward processing in the Mainland refer to those of the entire goods instead
of just the value added contributed by outward processing in the Mainland.

A sample of import/export declarations in respect of Hong Kong's trade
with the Mainland and Hong Kong's re-exports originated in the Mainland to
other places is selected for enumeration to obtain the required information
from the establishments concerned. The findings of the survey facilitate a
more informed analysis of the nature of Hong Kong's trade with the Mainland.
In this respect, the survey results are a useful supplement to the regular
trade statistics.

The above survey results will be included in the December 2018 issue of
the "Hong Kong External Merchandise Trade". The publication will be available
in February 2019. Users can download this publication free of charge from the
website of the C&SD
(www. censtatd.gov.hk/hkstat/sub/sp230.jsp?productCode=B1020005).

Enquiries on the survey results may be directed to the Outward
Processing and Shipping Statistics Section of the C&SD (Tel: 2582 2126 or
email: ops@censtatd.gov.hk).
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The total gross value of construction works performed by main
contractors in the third quarter of 2018 decreased by 1.1% in nominal terms
over a year earlier to $60.3 billion, according to the provisional results of
the Quarterly Survey of Construction Output released today (December 11) by
the Census and Statistics Department (C&SD).

After discounting the effect of price changes, the provisional results
showed that the total gross value of construction works performed by main
contractors decreased by 4.5% in real terms over the same period.

Gross value of construction works in real terms is derived by deflating
the corresponding nominal value with an appropriate price index to the price
level in the base period of 2000.

Analysed by type of construction works, the gross value of construction
works performed at private sector sites totalled $17.3 billion in the third
quarter of 2018, down by 3.3% in nominal terms over a year earlier. In real
terms, it decreased by 5.0%.

The gross value of construction works performed at public sector sites
decreased by 18.7% in nominal terms over a year earlier to $17.0 billion in
the third quarter of 2018. In real terms, it decreased by 22.7%.

The gross value of construction works performed by main contractors at
locations other than construction sites amounted to $26.0 billion in the
third quarter of 2018, up by 17.5% in nominal terms compared with a year
earlier. In real terms, it increased by 14.8%. Construction works at
locations other than construction sites included minor new construction
activities and decoration, repair and maintenance for buildings; and
electrical equipment installation and maintenance works at locations other
than construction sites.

Analysed by major end-use group, the gross value of construction works
performed at construction sites in respect of residential buildings projects
amounted to $15.2 billion in the third quarter of 2018, down by 6.5% in
nominal terms over a year earlier. Over the same period, the gross value of
construction works performed at construction sites in respect of transport
projects went down 25.0% in nominal terms to $8.7 billion in the third
quarter of 2018.

On a seasonally adjusted quarter-to-quarter basis, the gross value of
construction works performed by main contractors decreased by 0.7% in nominal
terms and decreased by 1.0% in real terms in the third quarter of 2018
compared with the second quarter of 2018.

Table 1 shows the provisional figures on the gross value of construction
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works performed by main contractors in the third quarter of 2018. Table 2
shows the revised figures for the second quarter of 2018.

Owing to the widespread sub-contracting practices in the construction
industry, a construction establishment can be a main contractor for one
contract and a sub-contractor for another contract at the same time. The
gross value of construction works performed by main contractors covers only
those projects in which the construction establishment takes the role of a
main contractor, but not projects in which it takes only the role of a sub-
contractor. However, sub-contractors' contribution to projects should have
been included in the gross value of construction works performed by main
contractors for whom they worked.

The classification of construction establishments follows the Hong Kong
Standard Industrial Classification Version 2.0, which is used in various
economic surveys for classifying economic units into different industry
classes.

More detailed statistics are given in "Report on the Quarterly Survey of
Construction Output, 3rd Quarter 2018". Users can download this publication
free of charge at the website of the C&SD
(www. censtatd.gov.hk/hkstat/sub/sp330.jsp?productCode=B1090002) .

For enquiries about the survey results, please contact the Construction
and Miscellaneous Services Statistics Section of the C&SD (Tel: 3903 6965 or
email: building@censtatd.gov.hk).

Special traffic arrangements on Hong
Kong Island

Police will implement special traffic arrangements this Thursday
(December 13) to facilitate a public event to be held on Hong Kong Island.

The slow lane and lay-by of eastbound Tung Hei Road (Island Eastern
Corridor bound) outside the Hong Kong Museum of Coastal Defence will be
intermittently closed from 7.30am to 10.30am, until the crowd is dispersed.

Actual implementation of the traffic arrangements will be made depending
on traffic and crowd conditions in the area. Motorists are advised to
exercise tolerance and patience and take heed of instructions of the Police
on site.
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