
Hong Kong Customs seizes suspected
ketamine valued at $57 million (with
photo)

     Hong Kong Customs seized about 120 kilograms of suspected ketamine with
an estimated market value of about $57 million at Hong Kong International
Airport on January 18. This is a record high in quantity for a seizure of
suspected ketamine made at the airport by Customs over the past 10 years.

     Customs officers inspected air cargo arriving in Hong Kong from Malaysia
on January 18 and found the batch of suspected ketamine concealed inside 120
packs of tea bags in five boxes of goods declared as motor spare parts.

     Investigation is ongoing.

     Under the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance, trafficking in a dangerous drug is
a serious offence. The maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine of $5
million and life imprisonment.

     Members of the public may report any suspected drug trafficking
activities to Customs' 24-hour hotline 2545 6182 or its dedicated crime-
reporting email account (crimereport@customs.gov.hk).

  

Auction of personalised vehicle
registration marks this Sunday

     The Transport Department (TD) today (January 24) reminded the public
that the 131st auction of personalised vehicle registration marks (PVRMs)
will be held this Sunday (January 27) at Meeting Room S221, L2, Hong Kong
Convention and Exhibition Centre, Wan Chai.
      
     A list of 225 approved PVRMs put up for auction can be downloaded from
the department's website, www.td.gov.hk. The reserve price for all these
marks is $5,000. Applicants who have paid a deposit of $5,000 are required to
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participate in the bidding (including the first bid at the reserve price).
Otherwise, the PVRM concerned may be sold to another bidder at the reserve
price.
      
     Bidders are also reminded to bring the following documents with them for
completion of registration and payment procedures immediately after the
successful bidding:

(i) The identity document of the successful bidder;
(ii) The identity document of the purchaser if it is different from the
successful bidder;
(iii) A copy of the certificate of incorporation if the purchaser is a body
corporate; and
(iv) A crossed cheque made payable to "The Government of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region" or "The Government of the HKSAR". (For an
auctioned mark paid for by cheque, the first three working days after the
date of auction will be required for cheque clearance confirmation before
processing of the application for mark assignment can be completed.)
Successful bidders can also pay through the Easy Pay System (EPS). Payment by
post-dated cheques, cash or other methods will not be accepted.
 
     People who want to participate in the bidding at the auction should take
note of the following important points:
     
(i) The display of a PVRM on a motor vehicle should be in compliance with the
requirements stipulated in Schedule 4 to the Road Traffic (Registration and
Licensing of Vehicles) Regulations;
(ii) Any change to the arrangement of letters, numerals and blank spaces of a
PVRM, i.e. single and two rows as auctioned, will not be allowed;
(iii) Purchasers must make payment of the purchase price through EPS or by
crossed cheque and complete the Memorandum of Sale of PVRM immediately after
the bidding for the PVRM concerned. Subsequent alteration of the particulars
in the memorandum will not be permitted; and
(iv) The purchaser shall, within 12 months after the date of auction, apply
to the Commissioner for Transport for the PVRM to be assigned to a motor
vehicle registered in the name of the purchaser. If the purchaser fails to
assign the PVRM within 12 months, allocation of the PVRM will be cancelled
and arranged for re-allocation in accordance with the statutory provision
without prior notice to the purchaser.
 
     "Upon completion of the Memorandum of Sale of PVRM, the purchaser will
be issued a receipt and a Certificate of Allocation of Personalised
Registration Mark. The Certificate of Allocation will serve to prove the
holdership of the PVRM. Potential buyers of vehicles bearing a PVRM should
check the Certificate of Allocation with the sellers and pay attention to the
details therein. For transfer of vehicle ownership, this certificate together
with other required documents should be produced to the Transport Department
for processing," the spokesman said.
      
     For other auction details, please refer to the Guidance Notes – Auction
of PVRM, which is available at the department's licensing offices or can be



downloaded from its website, www.td.gov.hk.

Speech by CS at Jumpstarter (with
photos/video)

     Following is the speech by the Chief Secretary for Administration, Mr
Matthew Cheung Kin-chung, at Jumpstarter held by Alibaba Hong Kong
Entrepreneurs Fund today (January 24):
 
Joe (Executive Vice Chairman of Alibaba Group and Director of the Alibaba
Hong Kong Entrepreneurs Fund, Mr Joe Tsai), Bernard (Convenor of the Non-
official Members of the Executive Council and Director of the Alibaba Hong
Kong Entrepreneurs Fund, Mr Bernard Chan), Diana (Chief Executive (Hong Kong)
of HSBC, Ms Diana Cesar), Kenny (Executive Director and Chief Executive
Officer of Hutchison Telecommunications Hong Kong Holdings, Mr Kenny Koo),
Raymond (Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer of SUNeVision, Mr
Raymond Tong), William (Group Managing Director of Kerry Logistics, Mr
William Ma), Allan (Director of the Alibaba Hong Kong Entrepreneurs Fund, Dr
Allan Zeman), distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,
 
     Good morning. It gives me great pleasure to join you all at the
Jumpstarter 2019. First and foremost, I would like to extend my warmest
welcome to entrepreneurs and investors with us today, especially those coming
from overseas. My special thanks also go to Alibaba Hong Kong Entrepreneurs
Fund and the Chambers of Commerce for the successful launch of this
prestigious platform for showcasing quality start-ups and providing high-
impact networking opportunities.
 
     Jumpstarter aims to build, empower and boost Hong Kong's start-up
ecosystem and entrepreneurship by bringing entrepreneurs, corporates,
investors and the public together, helping to transform Hong Kong into a
leading hub for global innovation and technology (I&T). This echoes well with
the policy objective of the current-term Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region (HKSAR) Government in developing an inspiring environment conducive to
I&T, with a view to creating new industries and wealth, providing more
employment for young people, promoting upward mobility and improving people's
livelihood.
 
     Capitalising on our advantages under "one country, two systems",
strategic geographical location, established legal system, robust protection
for intellectual property, highly efficient financial platforms and world-
class universities, with four of our universities among the world's top 100,
Hong Kong has gained a solid footing in driving I&T growth. Indeed, President
Xi Jinping has openly indicated that Hong Kong has a solid science and
technology foundation and a strong pool of quality technology talent, and
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pledged to support the development of Hong Kong into an international I&T
hub.
 
     Looking forward, the development of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area and collaboration between Hong Kong and Shenzhen will
connect the upstream, midstream and downstream sectors of innovation and
technology industries, thereby developing an international I&T hub in the
Greater Bay Area. The immense synergy effects so generated will provide
powerful support for Hong Kong's I&T ecosystem to thrive. 
 
     To propel our I&T development forward, in the past three years alone,
the HKSAR Government has committed over HK$100 billion to boost research and
development (R&D), develop state-of-the-art I&T infrastructure, nurture I&T
talent pool, provide investment funding and support measures to improve the
ecosystem for startups. 
 
     A vibrant startup environment plays a pivotal role in driving I&T
development in Hong Kong. Hong Kong's start-up scene has experienced
phenomenal growth in recent years. We are ranked among the top five fastest
growing start-up ecosystems and one of the world's top 25 start-up hubs.
According to the latest survey results, there were over 2 600 start-ups in
Hong Kong in 2018, up by 18 per cent over 2017. The number of people employed
by start-ups also skyrocketed to 9 548, an increase of 51 per cent over the
previous year.
 
     The HKSAR Government is determined to transform Hong Kong into a leading
global hub for innovation and entrepreneurship where start-ups can use the
city as a lab, a showcase and a global launch pad. We have introduced a
series of measures to create a conducive ecosystem with state-of-the-art
infrastructure and supporting facilities, heavy financial support and a full
range of supporting services to nurture start-ups throughout their journey
from conceptualisation to commercialisation, thereby enabling them to develop
their ideas and create revolutionary new tech products and services.
 
     Our two flagship I&T institutions, namely the Hong Kong Science and
Technology Parks Corporation (the manager of the Hong Kong Science Park) and
Cyberport, fuel the growth of I&T startups by connecting all elements of the
value chain, from innovative thinking, research and development and creative
design to production.
 
     The Science Park offers three incubation programmes targeted for start-
ups in the fields of new technology, biomedical technology and web and mobile
technology. The HKSAR Government further provided additional allocation of
HK$7 billion to the Science Park to launch the Enhanced Incubation Programmes
last October to strengthen support for its tenants and incubatees.
 
     As for Cyberport, it runs a number of programmes to boost the growth of
start-ups in Hong Kong, including the Cyberport Creative Micro Fund, the
Cyberport Incubation Programme and the Cyberport Macro Fund, among others.
Recently, Cyberport has launched the Overseas/Mainland Market Development
Support Scheme to provide financial support for Cyberport programme graduates



to explore new opportunities in markets on the Mainland and places overseas.
 
     To encourage venture capital investment in local I&T start-ups, we have
introduced the HK$2 billion Innovation and Technology Venture Fund to attract
private venture capital funds to co-invest with the HKSAR Government in local
I&T start-ups on an investment ratio of about 1:2. In just seven months since
the launch of the Fund in last July, we have already partnered with six
venture capital funds and started receiving their invitations.
 
     On pooling of technology talent, we have allocated HK$10 billion to
support the establishment of two research clusters on healthcare technologies
and on artificial intelligence and robotics technologies, to attract the
world's top scientific research institutions and technology enterprises to
Hong Kong for conducting more midstream and downstream R&D projects in
collaboration with local universities and scientific research institutions.
Such clusters will pool and nurture more technology talent in Hong Kong. 
 
     We have also launched the Technology Talent Admission Scheme last June
to fast-track the admission of overseas and Mainland talent in specific
technology areas to participate in R&D work in Hong Kong. Last August, we
further rolled out the Technology Talent Scheme to help nurture more I&T
talent in Hong Kong by heavily subsidising eligible organisations to recruit
postdoctoral talent for R&D work and training their staff in advanced
technologies
 
     Ladies and gentlemen, the Government's investment promotion agency,
Invest Hong Kong, has launched the StartmeupHK programme since 2013 to
attract innovative and scalable entrepreneurs to Hong Kong and promote Hong
Kong as a premier startup destination. It also provides a one-stop service
platform to support start-ups and help build our ecosystem to transform Hong
Kong into an attractive destination for entrepreneurs from around the world.
The annual flagship event, the StartmeupHK Festival, attracted over 6 000
participants last year. This year, the Festival is also held this week,
starting from this Monday (January 21) until 29 January 2019. Today's
Jumpstarter event for sure is a highlight and icon of this "festive week".
 
     However, Government's efforts alone are not enough. We need the support
of the industries and practitioners like Alibaba to join hands to help
cultivate a fertile ground for start-ups in Hong Kong to "jump start" and
stand amongst the world's best, I am most pleased to learn that Alibaba Hong
Kong Entrepreneurs Fund is providing enormous support to start-ups through
various schemes and incubation programmes. 

     On this note, I wish the Jumpstarter 2019 and StartmeupHK Festival a
tremendous success and, for guests coming from abroad, a pleasant stay in
Hong Kong. Thank you very much.



    

LegCo Finance Committee meeting

The following is issued on behalf of the Legislative Council Secretariat:
 
     The meeting of the Legislative Council (LegCo) Finance Committee (FC)
originally scheduled at 3pm tomorrow (January 25) in Conference Room 1 of the
LegCo Complex will start at 3.15 pm (or an earlier time between 3pm and 3.15
pm). If the preceding House Committee meeting ends before 3pm, the FC meeting
will start at 3pm.

Opening arrangements for two heritage
centres during Lunar New Year holidays

     The Antiquities and Monuments Office today (January 24) announced the
opening arrangements for the Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre (HKHDC) and
the Ping Shan Tang Clan Gallery cum Heritage Trail Visitors Centre during the
Lunar New Year holidays. Details are as follows:
      
February 4 (Lunar New Year's Eve)
—————————————
The HKHDC will close at 5pm. The Ping Shan Tang Clan Gallery cum Heritage
Trail Visitors Centre will be closed as it will be its regular closing day.
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February 5 and 6 (the first two days of the Lunar New Year)
——————————————————————-
The two heritage centres will be closed.
 
February 7 (the third day of the Lunar New Year)
——————————————————-
The two heritage centres will resume the following normal opening hours:
 
The HKHDC: 10am to 7pm
The Ping Shan Tang Clan Gallery cum Heritage Trail Visitors Centre: 10am to
5pm
 
     The two heritage centres will open as usual from the fourth day of the
Lunar New Year (February 8).


