
Speech by CS at launch ceremony for
Future-Ready Talent Incubation
Programme (English only) (with
photos/video)

     Following is the speech by the Chief Secretary for Administration, Mr
Matthew Cheung Kin-chung, at the launch ceremony for the Future-Ready Talent
Incubation Programme today (February 25):
 
Dr Roy Chung (Chairman of Vocational Training Council), Mr Filippo Gori
(Deputy Chief Executive Officer for Asia Pacific of JP Morgan), Carrie
(Executive Director of the Vocational Training Council, Mrs Carrie Yau),
distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,
 
     It is my honour to join you all today to witness the launch of the
Future-Ready Talent Incubation Programme, a very meaningful ceremony. 
 
     I am most delighted to note that the inauguration of this important
Programme has gathered together some of the most prominent experts from the
innovation-driven and smart city technology industries, trade associations
and renowned innovation and technology institutions in Hong Kong, who will
share with us in just a moment their valuable experience and astute insights
in nurturing talents for the development of a smart city.
 
     The Future-ready Talent Incubation Program is a three-year pilot
upskilling programme sponsored by the JP Morgan Chase Foundation for Higher
Diploma students of the Vocational Training Council (VTC). It aims to address
the manpower needs across the entire value chain of vocational and
professional education and training (VPET) in targeted career streams. These
career streams, including data analytics and artificial intelligence, IT
security, cloud computing, smart/intelligence application, immersive and
digital media technologies, and financial technology, are innovation-driven
and smart city technology-related, thereby meeting the new skills and IT
competence demanded by industries of different sectors. I am most pleased to
note that the donation from the Foundation, amounting to HK$11.7 million, is
the largest grant given by the JP Morgan Chase Foundation ever in Hong Kong
and one of the largest grants in Asia Pacific.
 
     The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government is
committed to developing Hong Kong into a smart city with a view to raising
the quality of life of the community. We published the Smart City Blueprint
for Hong Kong in December 2017, which sets out more than 70 initiatives
including the three smart city infrastructure projects, namely, the eID, the
pilot Multi-functional Smart Lampposts Scheme, and the Next Generation
Government Cloud and Big Data Analytics Platform. We will invest over HK$900
million to propel these three projects forward. 
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     Indeed, over the past three years since the establishment of the
Innovation and Technology Bureau, the Government has invested over HK$100
billion into innovation and technology to propel Hong Kong’s smart city
development forward.
 
     For all these initiatives to come to fruition, it is of paramount
importance that our manpower development efforts can keep up with the growing
demand for top talents. The HKSAR Government accords high priority to
education through heavy investment in education manpower, funding schemes and
hardware improvement. In the 2018-19 financial year, the estimated total
recurrent expenditure on education amounts to HK$84.6 billion, which accounts
for about 21 per cent of the Government’s total recurrent expenditure and
takes up the lion share among all policy areas.
 
     Above all, we see Vocational and Professional Education and Training, or
VPET in short, as an indispensable player in maintaining a versatile talent
pool for the sustainable social and economic development of Hong Kong, and in
keeping us ahead of other economies in the smart city development. VPET
focuses not only on technical education and practical training, but also
whole person development, skills development and international exposure. It
seeks to equip students with the capabilities to rise to challenges in
pursuit of their goals and to live up to the expectation of becoming young
leaders in their chosen fields. 
 
     To create the best possible learning environment for VPET students and
pave the way for their future career development, the VTC has launched a
number of flagship projects over the years. The HKSAR Government will
continue to support the Council’s efforts including providing VPET students
with state-of-the-art learning facilities, such as the plan for a new multi-
disciplinary campus in Cha Kwo Ling that features world-class hardware that
is made-to-measure for the purposes of manpower development. We have also
introduced the "Earn and Learn" schemes to provide paid workplace attachments
for VPET students in industries which require specialised skills to allow
them to apply the knowledge learned and help them gain real life experience
while receiving a reasonable monthly subsidy.
 
     Ladies and gentlemen, we need support from all sectors across the
community to shape our young people to become smart city dwellers. The
generous support from the JP Morgan Chase Foundation to make this meaningful
programme possible is indeed a shining example of corporate social
responsibility. I would like to extend once again my warmest appreciation to
JP Morgan Chase Foundation. I would also like to thank the Vocational
Training Council for their tireless efforts in nurturing our future
generations. No less important, I wish the Future-Ready Talent Incubation
Programme a resounding success and every one of you a fruitful discussion
today.
 
     Thank you.



    

Appeal for information on missing man
(with photo)

     Police today (February 25) appealed to the public for information on a
missing man.

     Yip Shing, aged 71, entered Hong Kong through Lo Wu Control Point in the
afternoon of February 20 and missing since then. His family made a report to
the Police on February 22.

     He is about 1.68 metres tall, 70 kilograms in weight and of medium
build. He has a round face with yellow complexion and is bald. He was last
seen wearing a dark-coloured long-sleeved shirt, dark-coloured trousers,
black sports shoes, and carrying a black shoulder bag.

     Anyone who knows the whereabouts of the missing man or may have seen him
is urged to contact the Regional Missing Person Unit of New Territories North
on 3661 3127 or 6273 5787, or email to rmpu-ntn-1@police.gov.hk, or contact
any police station.

http://gia.info.gov.hk/general/201902/25/P2019022500684_photo_1152390.jpg
http://gia.info.gov.hk/general/201902/25/P2019022500684_photo_1152391.jpg
http://www.government-world.com/appeal-for-information-on-missing-man-with-photo-4/
http://www.government-world.com/appeal-for-information-on-missing-man-with-photo-4/


  

Tender awarded for site on Lantau
Island

     The Lands Department announced today (February 25) that the tender for a
site, Lot No. 738 in Demarcation District No. 332 at South Lantau Road,
Cheung Sha, Lantau Island, New Territories, has been awarded to the highest
tenderer, Huge Choice Group Limited (parent company: Dynamic Triumph
Limited), on a 50-year land grant at a premium of $1,130 million.

     The tenderers, other than the successful tenderer, in alphabetical
order, with the name of the parent company where provided by the tenderer in
brackets, were:

(1) Always Topluck International Limited (Goodview Peak Limited);
(2) Dragon Star H.K. Investments Limited (K. Wah International Holdings
Limited);
(3) Full Loyal Limited (Wang On Properties Limited);
(4) Happy Land Corporation Limited (Emperor International Holdings Limited);
(5) Henghao China Limited (Parkland Development Limited);
(6) Lambda Industrial (Holdings) Limited (Chuang's Consortium International
Limited);
(7) Rich Sea Limited (Asia Standard International Group Limited); and
(8) Sky Castle Limited (Sino Land Company Limited).
     
     Lot No. 738 in Demarcation District No. 332 has a site area of about 20
600 square metres and is designated for private residential purposes. The
minimum gross floor area is 4 944 sq m and the maximum gross floor area that
may be attained is 8 240 sq m.
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Import of poultry meat and products
from Huaping County of Lijiang City in
Yunnan Province suspended

     The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department announced today (February 25) that in view of a notification from
the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs about an outbreak of highly
pathogenic H5N6 sub-type avian influenza in Huaping County of Lijiang City in
Yunnan Province, it has followed the existing approach for control of highly
pathogenic avian influenza and taken recommendations from the World
Organisation for Animal Health into account to suspend the import of poultry
and poultry products, including poultry eggs, from an area within a radius of
3 kilometres from the said place for a period of 90 days, and from an area
within a radius of 13km for 21 days, with immediate effect for the protection
of public health in Hong Kong.
      
     A spokesman for the CFS said that according to information from the
General Administration of Customs, the outbreak does not affect any
registered Mainland poultry farms that export to Hong Kong. No registered
poultry meat or poultry egg processing plants are currently situated within
the import restriction zone concerned.
      
     The CFS will closely monitor the latest developments of the avian
influenza case in the province and take appropriate follow-up action as
necessary.

Phishing email related to The Hongkong
and Shanghai Banking Corporation
Limited

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:
 
     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) wishes to alert members of the
public to a press release issued by The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking
Corporation Limited on phishing email, which has been reported to the HKMA.
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Hyperlink to the press release is available on the HKMA website for ease of
reference by members of the public.
 
     Anyone who has provided his or her personal information to the email
concerned or has conducted any financial transactions through the email
should contact the bank concerned using the contact information provided in
the press release, and report to the Police or contact the Cyber Security and
Technology Crime Bureau of the Hong Kong Police Force at 2860 5012.
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