
Red flags hoisted at Stanley Main
Beach and Big Wave Bay Beach

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (March 23)
that due to big waves, red flags have been hoisted at Stanley Main Beach and
Big Wave Bay Beach in Southern District, Hong Kong Island.  Beach-goers are
advised not to swim at these beaches.

Red flag hoisted at Silverstrand Beach

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (March 23)
that due to big waves, red flag has been hoisted at Silverstrand Beach in Sai
Kung District.  Beach-goers are advised not to swim at the beach.

Regional flag day today

     Three charities have been issued Public Subscription Permits to hold
flag sales from 7am to 12.30pm today (March 23). They are, on Hong Kong
Island, Centre for Restoration of Human Relationships Limited; in Kowloon,
Joint Committee for the Promotion of the Basic Law of Hong Kong; and in the
New Territories, the Free Methodist Church of Hong Kong, a spokesman for the
Social Welfare Department (SWD) said.

     Arrangements have been made with the charities to help people
distinguish between the three flag-selling activities.

     Information on the three flag-selling organisations on March 23 is as
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follows:
 

Region Name of
Organisation

Colour of
Collection Bag Colour of Flag

Hong Kong Island

Centre for
Restoration of
Human
Relationships
Limited

Green Light Yellow

Kowloon

Joint Committee
for the Promotion
of the Basic Law
of Hong Kong

Green White

New Territories
The Free
Methodist Church
of Hong Kong

Yellow Yellow

     For enquiries, please call the SWD's hotline at 2343 2255, or the
designated hotline of the 1823 Call Centre at 3142 2678. Information on flag
days is available at the SWD's website
(www.swd.gov.hk/en/index/site_whatsnew) and the GovHK portal
(www.gov.hk/en/theme/fundraising/search). Permits for flag days containing
contact information of the flag-selling organisations and information on the
approved flag-selling activities have also been uploaded to the SWD's website
(www.swd.gov.hk/en/index/site_pubsvc/page_controlofc/sub_recentlyap). For
enquiries about the detailed flag-selling arrangements, please contact the
individual flag-selling organisations.

     Details of the charitable fund-raising activities covered by the Public
Subscription Permit issued by the SWD have also been uploaded to the GovHK
website (www.gov.hk/fundraising).

     In the case of suspected fraudulent flag day activities, people should
not make any donation and should immediately report the matter to the Police,
the spokesman added.

CHP investigates outbreak of measles
infection

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health is
today (March 22) investigating an outbreak of measles infection affecting
workers at the Hong Kong International Airport and hence reminded the public
again that vaccination is the most effective way to prevent measles.
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     As at 7pm today, three cases were identified. The first case involves a
22-year-old man with good past health, who developed fever on March 15 and
rash on March 19. He attended a private clinic on March 17 and 19. He sought
medical advice at Yan Chai Hospital on March 20 and was admitted for
treatment. His nasopharyngeal aspirate (NPA) tested positive for measles
virus upon laboratory testing. He is in a stable condition. The patient
reported to have received measles vaccination.

     The second case involves a 40-year-old man with good past health, who
developed cough and fever on March 9 and rash on March 14. He consulted a
private doctor on March 14. He attended Princess Margaret Hospital (PMH) on
March 16 and was admitted for treatment. His NPA tested positive for measles
virus upon laboratory testing. He is in a stable condition. The patient has
not received measles vaccination.

     The third case involves a 46-year-old woman with good past health, who
developed fever on March 13 and rash on March 19. She attended a private
clinic on March 15. She sought medical advice at PMH on March 17 and was
admitted for treatment. Her blood specimen tested positive for measles virus
upon laboratory testing. She is in a stable condition. The patient has not
received measles vaccination.

     According to the patients, all of them did not have contact with measles
patients during the incubation period. They had no travel history during the
incubation period or the communicable period. Their home contacts have
remained asymptomatic so far and have been put under medical surveillance.

      The public places the three patients visited during the communicable
period are listed in the appendix.

     "Upon notification of the cases, officers of the CHP have initiated
epidemiological investigations and relevant contact tracing immediately to
identify other possible patients as soon as possible," a spokesman for the
CHP said.

     "A health talk was conducted at the airport tonight to deliver measles-
related health advice to people working there. To prevent possible spread of
infection, measles mop-up vaccination has been given tonight to close work
contacts of the three patients," the spokesman added.

     Starting tomorrow (March 23), a vaccination station will be set up at
the airport to provide measles vaccination to other non-immune people working
there if necessary. A hotline (2125 1122) will be set up for public enquiries
and will operate from 9am to 5.45pm daily from tomorrow.

     The spokesman said, "Those who might have had contact with the patients
during the period of communicability are urged to observe if they have
developed measles-related symptoms, and to seek medical treatment immediately
if such symptoms appear. They should also report their symptoms and prior
travel history to the healthcare workers so that appropriate infection
control measures can be implemented at the healthcare facilities to prevent
any potential spread."



     The spokesman explained that measles is a highly infectious disease
caused by the measles virus. It can be transmitted by airborne droplets
spread or direct contact with nasal or throat secretions of infected persons,
and, less commonly, by articles soiled with nose and throat secretions. A
patient can pass the disease to other persons from four days before to four
days after the appearance of skin rash.
      
     The spokesman reminded the public that the incubation period of measles
ranges from seven days to up to 21 days. Contacts who are not immune to
measles may develop relevant symptoms, such as fever, skin rash, cough, runny
nose and red eyes, in the incubation period. They should observe if they
develop such symptoms in the period. If symptoms arise, they should wear
surgical masks, stop going to work or school and avoid going to crowded
places. They should also avoid contact with non-immune persons, especially
persons with weakened immunity, pregnant women and children aged below 1.

     In Hong Kong, children are given the measles, mumps and rubella (MMR)
vaccine at 1 year old, followed by a second dose at Primary One under the
Hong Kong Childhood Immunisation Programme. The coverage of MMR vaccination
in Hong Kong is over 95 per cent at Primary One.

     "Vaccination is the most effective way to prevent measles. Members of
the public who are planning to travel to places with high incidence or
outbreaks of measles should review their vaccination history and past medical
history, especially people born outside Hong Kong who might not have received
measles vaccination during childhood. The history of measles vaccination in
Hong Kong is available in the CHP's measles thematic page. Those who have not
received two doses of measles-containing vaccines, with unknown vaccination
history or with unknown immunity against measles are urged to consult their
doctor for advice on vaccination at least two weeks before departure," the
spokesman said.

     Besides being vaccinated against measles, members of the public should
take the following measures to prevent infection:
 
• Maintain good personal and environmental hygiene;
• Maintain good indoor ventilation;
• Keep hands clean and wash hands properly;
• Wash hands when they are dirtied by respiratory secretions, such as after
sneezing;
• Cover the nose and mouth while sneezing or coughing and dispose of nasal
and mouth discharge properly;
• Clean used toys and furniture properly; and
• Persons with measles should be kept out of school till four days from the
appearance of rash to prevent spread of the infection to non-immune persons
in school.
 
     For more information on measles, the public may call the 24-hour health
education hotline 2833 0111 or visit the CHP's measles thematic page. For
outbreak news of measles outside Hong Kong or the latest travel health
advice, please visit the website of DH's Travel Health Service.



Hong Kong Customs seizes suspected
dangerous drug (with photo)

     Hong Kong Customs seized about 5 kilograms of suspected 3,4-
methylenedioxymethamphetamine (MDMA), a small quantity of suspected
methamphetamine and a batch of drug-inhaling apparatus with a total estimated
market value of about $840,000 at Hong Kong International Airport and in To
Kwa Wan on March 9 and yesterday (March 21).

     Customs officers inspected an air mail parcel from Germany on March 9
and found the batch of suspected MDMA concealed in 16 food packing boxes in
the parcel. After follow-up investigation, Customs officers yesterday (March
21) arrested a 30-year-old man suspected to be in connection with the case in
To Kwa Wan. Customs officers further seized a small quantity of suspected
methamphetamine and a batch of drug-inhaling apparatus at his residential
unit.

     Customs officers then arrested a 24-year-old woman and a 42-year-old man
suspected to be in connection with the case in the residential unit. The 42-
year-old man has been released after investigation while the 24-year-old
woman has been released on bail pending further investigation.

     The 30-year-old arrested man has been charged with one count of
trafficking in a dangerous drug, one count of possession in a dangerous drug
and one count of possession of apparatus fit and intended for the inhalation
of a dangerous drug. He will appear at Kowloon City Magistrates' Courts
tomorrow (March 23).

     Customs will maintain close contact with Hong Kong Post and the
logistics industries to step up action against drug trafficking through
postal parcel or express courier channels.

     Under the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance, trafficking in a dangerous drug is
a serious offence. The maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine of $5
million and life imprisonment.

     Members of the public may report any suspected drug trafficking
activities to Customs' 24-hour hotline 2545 6182 or its dedicated crime-
reporting email account (crimereport@customs.gov.hk).
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