
Big Wave Bay Beach temporarily closed

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

     Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (March 25)
that Big Wave Bay Beach in Southern District, Hong Kong Island, is
temporarily closed until further notice for maintenance of the shark
prevention net. The red flag has been hoisted at the beach. Beach-goers are
advised not to swim at the beach. The red flag was hoisted earlier due to big
waves.

Special Needs Trust to accept
application from today

     The Social Welfare Department (SWD) today (March 25) announced that the
Special Needs Trust (SNT) has started to accept application.
 
     To address some middle-income parents' concerns about the care for their
children with special needs after their passing, the Chief Executive
announced in the Policy Address in October 2017 that the Government decided
to set up a "Special Needs Trust", with the Director of Social Welfare
Incorporated (DSWI) as the trustee. This arrangement gives assurance for
parents to put their wealth under the management of the trust services for
the care of their special needs children.

     A spokesman for the SWD said that the policy intent of setting up the
SNT is to provide reliable and affordable trust services for parents with
sufficient assets for meeting the long-term daily needs of their children
after their passing.
 
     The beneficiaries under the SNT include persons with intellectual
disability (including Down's syndrome), mental disorder or autism. The
relationship between parents using the SNT service and the DSWI shall be
established through the trust deed, the related clauses in the will, the
letter of intent and the care plan. The documents also specify the content of
the care plan. The parents should appoint the carers of their children in
accordance with their wishes. Regular disbursements will be made to the
carers to implement the care plan of the beneficiaries.
 
     No entry threshold is set for the SNT. The parent is required to
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transfer a specified amount of fund, i.e. the first payment, to DSWI when
he/she sets up a trust account. This is to ensure that when the parent passes
away, the care plan can be immediately activated before the legal proceedings
for handling the estate are completed, and the living expenses of the
beneficiary can be catered for at least 12 months before the specific sum is
transferred from his/her estate to the trust account.

     The SNT is non-profit making. The SWD will only activate the trust
account after the parent's death and will charge an annual fee at a flat rate
to cover the management and administrative expenses of the trust fund
incurred by the SNT Office.

     The spokesman said that the parents should consider their individual
needs to decide whether to apply for the SNT service. As regards those
families with welfare needs, the SWD will continue to render existing
financial assistances and welfare services to meet the basic living expenses
of their special needs children.

     Detailed information on SNT service is uploaded to SWD's website
(www.swd.gov.hk/en/index/site_pubsvc/page_rehab/sub_listofserv/id_snto).
Interested parties or those intend to apply for the service could also
contact the SNT Office (Tel: 2116 5308) for more information.

Key statistics on service demand of
A&E Departments and occupancy rates in
public hospitals

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     During the winter surge, the Hospital Authority is closely monitoring
the service demand of Accident and Emergency Departments and the occupancy
rate in public hospitals. Key service statistics are being issued daily for
public information. Details are in the appended table.
 

Red flags hoisted at Big Wave Bay
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Beach and Clear Water Bay Second Beach

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (March 25)
that due to big waves, red flags have been hoisted at Big Wave Bay Beach in
Southern District, Hong Kong Island and Clear Water Bay Second Beach in Sai
Kung District. Beach-goers are advised not to swim at these beaches.

MD announcement

Attention duty announcers, radio and TV stations:

     Please broadcast the following as soon as possible and repeat it at
suitable intervals:

     The Marine Department today (March 25) reminded masters, coxswains and
persons-in-charge of vessels navigating in Hong Kong waters to proceed at a
safe speed and exercise extreme caution because restricted visibility of less
than 2 nautical miles has been reported.

     Appropriate sound signals shall be made when underway or at anchor. All
vessels must comply with the International Regulations for Preventing
Collision at Sea.

     Also, when radar is used without the benefit of adequate plotting
facilities, the information obtained from the equipment is rather limited and
should be construed accordingly.

     Visibility reports are broadcast by the Vessel Traffic Centre (VTC) on
VHF channels 02, 12, 14, 63 and 67.

     In the event of an accident, a report shall be made immediately to the
VTC at Tel: 2233 7801.
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