
Update on measles cases

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
is today (April 1) investigating two additional cases of measles infection
involving workers at Hong Kong International Airport (HKIA).
 
â€‹     The first case involves a 37-year-old man with good past health, who
developed fever on March 28 and rash on March 30. He consulted a general
practitioner on March 28 and sought medical attention at the Accident and
Emergency Department at Princess Margaret Hospital on March 30 and was
admitted for treatment. A laboratory test of his respiratory specimen was
positive for measles virus. He has been in a stable condition and could not
recall measles vaccination history. He had no travel history during the
incubation period or the communicable period.
 
     The second case involves a 24-year-old woman with good past health, who
developed fever on March 26 and rash on March 29. She sought medical
attention at the Accident and Emergency Department at Yan Chai Hospital on
the same day and was admitted for treatment. A laboratory test of her
respiratory specimen was positive for measles virus. She has been in a stable
condition and had received two doses of measles vaccination. She had
travelled to Shenzhen during the incubation period but had no travel history
during the communicable period.
 
     According to the patients, both of them did not have contact with
measles patients during the incubation period. Their home contacts have
remained asymptomatic so far and have been put under medical surveillance.

â€‹     Upon notification of the cases, the CHP immediately commenced
epidemiological investigations and conducted relevant contact tracing.
Initial investigations revealed that no contact has shown measles-related
symptoms so far. The public places the patients visited during the
communicable period are listed in the appendix.
 
     The DH anticipates that the measles outbreak at the airport will not be
concluded in the near future, hence the control measures at the airport
including vaccination and blood testing services will continue for a period
of time till further notice. Detailed arrangement will depend on the latest
situations and will be announced in due course.
 
     "In view of the tight supply of measles vaccines around the globe
currently, the DH has to reserve vaccines for people who are most in need and
arrange vaccination for those who do not have sufficient immunity against
measles in a more effective and timely manner," the spokesman said.
 
     From today to April 4, the vaccination quota for the measles vaccination
stations at the airport is set at 500 doses daily. Eligible airport staff
will be limited to the following target groups:
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(1) Born in or after 1967, and have not received two doses of measles
vaccination, and have not been infected with measles before, and with
evidence of living with infants under 1-year-old or living with pregnant
women; or

(2) Have laboratory evidence of testing not positive against measles antibody
(IgG).

     Details of evidence are as follows:

(a) Supporting documents for living with infants under 1-year-old: for
example birth certificate, discharge summary or vaccination card of the
infant
(b) Supporting documents for living with pregnant women: for example,
positive pregnancy tests or antenatal follow-up cards of the pregnant women
(c) Supporting documents for laboratory evidence: for example blood results
from the DH's measles serology test or any laboratory within the past 12
months
 
     The vaccination arrangements at the airport vaccination stations are as
follows:
 

Venue:
Port Health Office Health Post (South Arrival Apron
Passenger Vehicle Lounge, Level 4, Terminal 1)
Multi-function Room, HKIA Tower (Level 5, Terminal 2)

Hours:

April 2 to 4
10am to 1pm
2pm to 5pm
6pm to 9pm

 
     A total of 144 persons received measles vaccination at the vaccination
stations as at 5pm today, bringing the cumulative number of vaccinations
given to 7 502. A hotline (2125 1122) has been set up for public enquiries
and operates from 9am to 5.45pm daily. As of 5pm today, the hotline had
received a total of 2 491 enquiries.

     The spokesman reiterated that for airport staff who do not belong to the
target groups, there is no pressing need for them to receive measles
vaccination and resources should be reserved for those in most need.
 
     In addition, the DH will continue with the provision of a measles
serology test service for airport staff belonging to target group (1) to
identify those who need measles vaccination. The DH will be able to provide
blood test service to around 100 airport staff daily tomorrow to April 4.
Fifteen blood samples have been collected today.
 
     The blood test station is located at the south side before the
Immigration Hall at Level 3 of Terminal 2 (non-restricted area). The station
will be open from 10am to 1pm and 2pm to 4pm. The DH will notify the



participants individually of the serology results by phone.

CE to visit Japan

     The Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam, will depart for Tokyo, Japan, on
April 7 to attend the Symposium on the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay
Area jointly organised by the governments of Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao
on April 9. The Governor of Guangdong Province, Mr Ma Xingrui, and the
Secretary for Administration and Justice of the Macao Special Administrative
Region Government, Ms Sonia Chan, will also attend the symposium.
 
     While in Japan, Mrs Lam will meet with the Prime Minister of Japan, Mr
Shinzo Abe, and the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr Taro Kono. She will also
meet with leaders of the business sector as well as organisations and
institutions in relation to innovation and technology (I&T), and visit I&T,
elderly care and medical facilities.
 
     Mrs Lam will return to Hong Kong on April 9 afternoon. During her
absence, the Chief Secretary for Administration, Mr Matthew Cheung Kin-chung,
will be the Acting Chief Executive.

Secretary for Justice visits Islands
District (with photos)

     The Secretary for Justice, Ms Teresa Cheng, SC, visited Islands District
today (April 1) to see the latest developments in the district. She also met
with young people and District Council members during her visit.

     Accompanied by the Chairman of the Islands District Council, Mr Chow
Yuk-tong, and the District Officer (Islands), Mr Anthony Li, Ms Cheng visited
the Neighbourhood Advice-Action Council Tung Chung Integrated Services
Centre. With government funding, the council set up the TOUCH – Support
Service Centre for Ethnic Minorities on-site. Cantonese lessons, interest
classes and cultural exchange activities are arranged for the ethnic
minorities in Tung Chung. In addition, the Centre provides a range of support
services and assistance to families and residents in need.

     Ms Cheng then proceeded to YMCA of Hong Kong Christian College to meet
with students. She chatted with them and listened to their views on studies
and extracurricular activities.
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     Before concluding her visit, Ms Cheng met with Islands District Council
members and exchanged views on issues of concern.

    

  

CHP investigates case of invasive
meningococcal infection

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health is
today (April 1) investigating a case of invasive meningococcal infection, a
communicable disease transmitted by direct contact with droplets from
carriers or infected persons.

     The case involves a 26-year-old woman with underlying chronic illness,
who had presented with fever, vomiting and headache since March 27. She
attended the Accident and Emergency Department at Princess Margaret Hospital
and was admitted for treatment on the same day. Her clinical diagnosis was
meningococcaemia. The patient is now in a stable condition.

     Her blood specimen tested positive for Neisseria meningitidis upon
laboratory testing.

     Initial enquiries revealed that the patient had no travel history during
the incubation period. Her home contacts have remained asymptomatic so far.
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The CHP's investigation is continuing.

     "Meningococcal infection is caused by a bacterium known as
meningococcus. It is mainly transmitted by direct contact through respiratory
secretions, including droplets from the nose and throat, from infected
persons. The incubation period varies from two to 10 days, and is commonly
three or four days," a spokesman for the CHP said.

     The clinical picture may vary. Severe illness may result when the
bacteria invade the bloodstream (meningococcaemia) or the membranes that
envelop the brain and spinal cord (meningococcal meningitis).

     Meningococcaemia is characterised by sudden onset of fever, intense
headache, purpura, shock and even death in severe cases. Meningococcal
meningitis is characterised by high fever, severe headache and stiff neck
followed by drowsiness, vomiting, fear of bright light, or a rash. It can
cause brain damage or even death. The brain damage may lead to intellectual
impairment, mental retardation, hearing loss and electrolyte imbalance.
Invasive meningococcal infections can be complicated by arthritis,
inflammation of the heart muscle, inflammation of the posterior chamber of
the eye or chest infection.

     Meningococcal infection is a serious illness. Patients should be treated
promptly with antibiotics.

     To prevent meningococcal infection, members of the public are advised to
take heed of the following measures:
 

Wash hands with liquid soap and water properly, especially when they are
dirtied by respiratory secretions, e.g. after sneezing, and clean hands
with alcohol-based handrub when they are not visibly soiled;
Cover the nose and mouth while sneezing or coughing, hold the spit with
a tissue, dispose of nasal and mouth discharges in a lidded rubbish bin,
and wash hands immediately;
Avoid crowded places;
Avoid close contact with patients who have fever or severe headache;
Travellers to high-risk areas may consult doctors for meningococcal
vaccination; and
Travellers returning from high-risk areas should seek medical advice if
they become ill and should discuss their recent travel history with
their doctor.

    
     The public may visit the CHP's website for more information on
meningococcal infection.
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Speech by CE at award presentation
ceremony of Innovation and Technology
Scholarship Award 2019 (English only)
(with photos/video)

     Following is the speech by the Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam, at the
award presentation ceremony of the Innovation and Technology Scholarship
Award 2019 today (April 1):

Bernard (Chairman, Awardee Selection Committee of the Innovation and
Technology Scholarship Award, Mr Bernard Chan), Raymond (Group General
Manager and Chief Operating Officer, Asia Pacific, HSBC, Mr Raymond Cheng),
Andy (Executive Director, Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups, Mr Andy Ho),
students and their university representatives, ladies and gentlemen,

     Good afternoon. I am delighted to join you for the ninth annual
Innovation and Technology Scholarship Award Presentation Ceremony.
 
     This is a happy occasion for all of us. Beginning, of course, with the
25 splendid young men and women who have been selected as this year's IT
Scholarship Award winners. They are all undergraduates coming from six
universities and a wide range of programmes in science, medicine and
engineering. Their purpose, dedication and pursuit of knowledge have been
recognised, and I have no doubt that this award will mark a fresh milestone
in their quest for excellence.
 
     The universities are no less worthy of recognition. They serve the
students with a distinction driven by commitment and pride. And, clearly,
they have instilled in each of our award winners a culture of learning
steeped in innovation and technology (I&T), grounded in scientific research
and critical thinking.
 
     I am as delighted as anyone here, including of course the parents. After
all, my Government is committed to nurturing Hong Kong's rise as an
international innovation and technology hub. And we can't do that without our
world-class universities and our world-class students. My Government's role
is to help enable their success through our policies, initiatives and
resources. We help, as well, by proactively pursuing desired goals for our
economy and our community. Which is why, in my Policy Address last October, I
pledged HK$20 billion to the Research Endowment Fund under the University
Grants Committee. These funds will strengthen the research capabilities of
our universities. My Government also set in motion a scientific research
matching fund of HK$3 billion to further boost research funding through
contributions from the non-public sector.
 
     We are also setting up two world-class research clusters at the Hong
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Kong Science Park. One will be dedicated to healthcare technology, the other
to artificial intelligence and robotics. In each, internationally renowned
institutions will establish research laboratories, collaborating with our
universities and centres of research excellence.
 
     I look forward, as well, to proposals for the City I&T Grand
Challenge. As outlined in my Policy Address, my Government has allocated
HK$500 million over the next five years for this annual competition, which
seeks to encourage our people, students included, to apply I&T to tackle
issues and challenges related to our everyday lives. I'm sure many of our
students here today have some smashing thoughts and grand ideas on improving
our daily lives. Our Grand Challenge welcomes them.
 
     The bigger challenge, of course, is ensuring Hong Kong's continuing
success in the years and decades to come. An international innovation and
technology hub to be developed in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay
Area will help get us there, through supporting policies from the Central
Government and efforts of the three governments. I am confident that the 25
young men and women we are honouring today will play a vital role in
realising the promise of innovation and technology development in Hong Kong.
 
     My thanks to the Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups, the organiser of
the Innovation and Technology Scholarship Award since its inception in 2011.
I am grateful, as well, to the Scholarship's supporters – the Innovation and
Technology Commission and HSBC – and its I&T mentors and the companies
providing internships for our award-winning students. In supporting the
Scholarship, you help build Hong Kong's future.
 
     Finally, to the 25 inspiring young men and women whose lives and
horizons are about to expand, I wish you all the success in your future
endeavours. Thank you very much.
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