
CHP investigates outbreak of acute
gastroenteritis at special school on
Lantau Island

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health is
today (May 30) investigating an outbreak of acute gastroenteritis (AGE) at a
special school on Lantau Island, and hence reminded the public and management
of institutions to maintain personal and environmental hygiene against AGE.

     The outbreak involves 18 boys aged 8 to 13 and three staff members who
have developed vomiting, diarrhoea and abdominal pain since May 19. All
sought medical attention and none required hospitalisation. They have been in
a stable condition.

     Officers of the CHP have conducted a site visit and provided health
advice to the staff of the school concerning proper and thorough
disinfection, proper disposal of vomitus, and personal and environmental
hygiene. The school has been put under medical surveillance.

     The CHP's investigations are ongoing.

     A spokesman for the CHP advised members of the public to take heed of
the following preventive measures against gastroenteritis:
 

Ensure proper personal hygiene;
Wash hands thoroughly before handling food and eating, after using the
toilet or after changing diapers;
Wear gloves when disposing of vomitus or faecal matter, and wash hands
afterwards;
Clean and disinfect contaminated areas or items promptly and thoroughly
with diluted household bleach (by adding one part of bleach containing
5.25 per cent sodium hypochlorite to 49 parts of water). Wash hands
thoroughly afterwards;
Maintain good indoor ventilation;
Pay attention to food hygiene;
Use separate utensils to handle raw and cooked food;
Avoid food that is not thoroughly cooked;
Drink boiled water; and
Do not patronise unlicensed food premises or food stalls.

     The public may visit the CHP's website (www.chp.gov.hk) or call the
Health Education Hotline (2833 0111) for more information.
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DH receives WHO’s World No Tobacco Day
Award for accomplishments in tobacco
control (with photos)

     The Director of Health, Dr Constance Chan, today (May 30) received the
World No Tobacco Day Award from the World Health Organization (WHO) on behalf
of the Department of Health (DH). Speaking at the award presentation ceremony
in Hong Kong, Dr Chan said that the DH has consistently accorded high
priority to tobacco control and will continue to work with its partners to
address the challenges ahead to protect the future generation from the harm
of tobacco.
 
â€‹     The Secretary for Food and Health, Professor Sophia Chan, witnessed
the award presentation ceremony, in which Dr Chan accepted the award from
Senior Policy Adviser to the WHO Professor Judith Mackay.
       
â€‹     The WHO marks May 31 as World No Tobacco Day annually to raise
awareness on the harmful and deadly effects of tobacco use and second-hand
smoke exposure, and to discourage the use of tobacco in any form. Every year,
the WHO presents the World No Tobacco Day Award to individuals or
organisations in each of the six WHO Regions in recognition of their
accomplishments in tobacco control.
 
     In her remarks at the presentation ceremony, Dr Chan said, "It is my
great honour to receive, on behalf of the DH, the World No Tobacco Day Award
2019 from the WHO. We thank the WHO for this encouraging award in recognition
of our tobacco control efforts. I must share this honour with all those who
have joined hands with us in the fight against tobacco." Dr Chan also
expressed her gratitude to allies from academia, the medical and healthcare
professions, the education sector, the community and many government
departments for their strong support over the years."
 
     Dr Chan added, "Tobacco control is a persistent battle in public health.
Smoking prevalence in Hong Kong has reduced from 23 per cent in the 1980s to
10 per cent in 2017. It is the result of over three decades of tobacco
control measures, implemented in a comprehensive and sustained manner, with
the help of many tobacco control pioneers and partners from various sectors
of the community.
 
â€‹     "This year marks the 30th anniversary of the DH. Under the leadership
of my predecessors including the late Professor S H Lee, Dr Margaret Chan and
Dr P Y Lam, and with the support from our policy bureau, the DH has
consistently accorded high priority to tobacco control.
 
     "While we celebrate our success of achieving a low smoking prevalence of
10 per cent in Hong Kong, challenges lie ahead. Smoking remains the leading
cause of preventable deaths in our population. New smoking products threaten

http://www.government-world.com/dh-receives-whos-world-no-tobacco-day-award-for-accomplishments-in-tobacco-control-with-photos/
http://www.government-world.com/dh-receives-whos-world-no-tobacco-day-award-for-accomplishments-in-tobacco-control-with-photos/
http://www.government-world.com/dh-receives-whos-world-no-tobacco-day-award-for-accomplishments-in-tobacco-control-with-photos/


to undermine decades of tobacco control efforts. The introduction of the
Smoking (Public Health) (Amendment) Bill 2019 to propose a ban on the import,
manufacture, distribution, sale and advertisement of alternative smoking
products is a testament to the political commitment of the Government, and
the collective will of the society, to protect our future generations from
the harm of tobacco, which damages our health and pollutes the environment."
 
     Professor Mackay said, "The award gives due recognition to the work of
the DH on tobacco control over many decades. Since the 1970s, the Hong Kong
Government has taken firm, progressive and multi-pronged tobacco control
measures. Hong Kong has been an exemplar in the WHO's Western Pacific Region
from health education (since the 1970s), tobacco control legislation (1982),
the ban on smokeless tobacco (1980s), bans on overt advertising (1980s and
1990s), the creation of smoke-free public and work areas (2007) and the
increase in the graphic pack warning size to 85 per cent (2017) to the
current proposal to ban electronic cigarettes and other new tobacco products.
 
     "Looking to the future, it is hoped that Hong Kong will soon be one of
the first jurisdictions in the world to reach single-digit smoking
prevalence, and continue to contribute its experience to other parts of the
world."
 
     The theme of World No Tobacco Day 2019 is "Tobacco and Lung Health".
According to an earlier study, a total of 6 154 deaths (aged 35 and over) in
Hong Kong in 2011 were attributed to active smoking while 672 deaths were
attributed to second-hand smoke exposure. Evidence shows that smoking is the
primary cause for lung cancer (the leading cause of cancer in Hong Kong) and
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, claiming the lives of 3 890 people and
causing 29 000 inpatient discharges and deaths in Hong Kong in 2017
respectively. According to the WHO, over two-thirds of global lung cancer
deaths are attributed to smoking.
 
     Smoking contributes to 14 per cent of all deaths from non-communicable
diseases (NCDs). On average, tobacco users lose 15 years of life and up to
half of all tobacco users die of tobacco-related causes. With a view to
reducing the burden of NCDs, including disability and premature death, in
Hong Kong, the Government announced "Towards 2025: Strategy and Action Plan
to Prevent and Control NCDs in Hong Kong" in May last year. Among the targets
set for 2025, the Government aims to achieve a 30 per cent relative reduction
in the prevalence of current tobacco use in persons aged 15 years or above.
 
     The DH called on smokers to support World No Tobacco Day by quitting
smoking as early as possible for the health of themselves and their families
and friends. Smokers who intend to quit smoking can call the DH's Integrated
Smoking Cessation Hotline on 1833 183. The hotline is operated by registered
nurses, providing professional counselling services on smoking cessation.
Cases will be referred to smoking cessation services for follow-up when
needed.



    

    

  

DH investigates suspected illegal sale
of unregistered proprietary Chinese
medicine (with photo)

     The Department of Health (DH) is today (May 30) investigating T8 (Int'l)
Group Limited (TGL) at Comweb Plaza, Cheung Sha Wan, for suspected illegal
sale of an unregistered proprietary Chinese medicine (pCm) named Wellmune

http://gia.info.gov.hk/general/201905/30/P2019053000619_photo_1158999.jpg
http://gia.info.gov.hk/general/201905/30/P2019053000619_photo_1159000.jpg
http://gia.info.gov.hk/general/201905/30/P2019053000619_photo_1159001.jpg
http://gia.info.gov.hk/general/201905/30/P2019053000619_photo_1159002.jpg
http://gia.info.gov.hk/general/201905/30/P2019053000619_photo_1159003.jpg
http://www.government-world.com/dh-investigates-suspected-illegal-sale-of-unregistered-proprietary-chinese-medicine-with-photo/
http://www.government-world.com/dh-investigates-suspected-illegal-sale-of-unregistered-proprietary-chinese-medicine-with-photo/
http://www.government-world.com/dh-investigates-suspected-illegal-sale-of-unregistered-proprietary-chinese-medicine-with-photo/


Cordyceps Sinensis.

     Acting upon intelligence, the DH seized the above unregistered pCm from
the market and conducted a field investigation at TGL. According to the
content of the product label, the product claimed that it can strengthen the
body, moisten the lung, move qi and activate blood, and more.

     "Safety, quality and efficacy of unregistered pCms are not proven. Our
investigation is ongoing. So far, no related adverse reports have been
received," a spokesman for the DH said.

     The DH endorsed TGL to voluntarily recall the above unregistered pCm
from the market and set up a hotline (2488 2489) for related enquiries. The
DH will closely monitor the recall.

     According to section 119 of the Chinese Medicine Ordinance (Cap 549), no
person shall sell, import or possess any pCm unless it is registered. The
maximum penalty is a fine of $100,000 and two years' imprisonment. Upon
completion of the investigation, the DH will seek advice from the Department
of Justice on prosecution matters.

     Members of the public who have purchased the above unregistered pCm
should stop taking it immediately. Those who have consumed it and are feeling
unwell should seek advice from healthcare professionals. People who have the
product can submit it to the DH's Chinese Medicine Division on 16/F, AIA
Kowloon Tower, Landmark East, 100 How Ming Street, Kwun Tong, during office
hours for disposal.

     "The public should not buy or use products of doubtful composition or
from unknown sources. All registered pCms should carry a Hong Kong
registration number on the product label in the format of 'HKC-XXXXX' or
'HKP-XXXXX'. The list of registered pCms is published on the website of the
Chinese Medicine Council of Hong Kong
(www.cmchk.org.hk/pcm/eng/#main_listpcm.htm) for public reference," the
spokesman added.
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Suspected red tides sighted at some
beaches

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

     Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (May 30)
that due to suspected red tide sightings, red flags have been hoisted at
Castle Peak Beach, Cafeteria Old Beach, Cafeteria New Beach and Golden Beach
in Tuen Mun District. Beach-goers are advised not to swim at these beaches
until further notice.

One more nomination for Yuen Long
District Council by-election received

     One more nomination for the Shap Pat Heung West Constituency was
received by the Returning Officer for the by-election of the Yuen Long
District Council today (May 30). No nomination was received today for the San
Tin Constituency.

     Particulars of the nominees are available on the Electoral Affairs
Commission website (www.eac.hk/en/distco/2019yld_candidates.htm).

     The nomination period will run until June 10. If the number of validly
nominated candidates for a constituency is more than one at the by-election,
a poll will be held on July 14, 2019 (Sunday) for the by-election for that
constituency.
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