
Hong Kong Customs combats claw-machine
shops offering counterfeit dolls (with
photos)

     Hong Kong Customs conducted a territory-wide operation codenamed
"Octopus" from June 5 to yesterday (June 13) to combat claw-machine shops
offering counterfeit dolls. A total of about 2 700 suspected counterfeit
dolls and other relevant items with an estimated market value of about
$300,000 were seized. 

     Customs earlier received information alleging that counterfeit
dolls were being offered at claw-machine shops in the market. Customs
officers later conducted patrols in different districts. After further
investigation with the assistance of a trademark owner, Customs officers
raided six claw-machine shops in Chai Wan, Lam Tin, Mong Kok, Tuen Mun and
Tin Shui Wai as well as a storage facility in San Po Kong during the period.
A total of about 2 700 suspected counterfeit dolls and other suspected
counterfeit goods, 15 claw machines and five token changing machines were
seized. 

     During the operation, three men and three women were arrested, including
three shop owners and three staff members, aged between 26 and 50.

     Investigation is ongoing.

     The Divisional Commander (Intellectual Property General Investigation),
Ms Peggy Tam, said at a press conference today (June 14) that Customs would
continue to step up inspection and enforcement to fight against the use of
counterfeit goods for the purpose of trade. She reminded consumers to check
with the trademark owners or their authorised agents if the authenticity of a
product is in doubt. 

     She also reminded traders to be cautious and prudent in merchandising
since the possession of counterfeit goods for any purpose of trade is a
serious crime and offenders are liable to criminal sanctions.

     Under the Trade Descriptions Ordinance, any person who sells or
possesses for the purpose of trade any goods with a forged trademark commits
an offence. The maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine of $500,000 and
imprisonment for five years.
     â€‹
     Members of the public may report any suspected infringing activities to
Customs' 24-hour hotline 2545 6182 or its dedicated crime-reporting email
account (crimereport@customs.gov.hk).
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Meetings of Legislative Council and
its Committees

The following is issued on behalf of the Legislative Council Secretariat:

     The Legislative Council (LegCo) and its Committees will hold 7 open
meetings during the week from June 17 to 22 in the LegCo Complex.  Details of
the meetings are available in the meeting schedule attached.
 
     The information in the meeting schedule is subject to change.  Please
refer to the "LegCo Calendar" on the LegCo Website (www.legco.gov.hk) for the
latest details of meetings.
 
     Members of the public are welcome to observe open meetings of LegCo and
its Committees.  Interested individuals and groups are advised to make
advance booking of seats by calling the LegCo Secretariat at 3919 3399 during
office hours.  Members of the public can also listen to or watch all open
meetings via the "Webcast" system on the LegCo Website.

STH visits Kowloon City District

     The Secretary for Transport and Housing, Mr Frank Chan Fan, visited
Kowloon City District this afternoon (June 14).

     Accompanied by the Chairman of the Kowloon City District Council, Mr Pun
Kwok-wah, and the District Officer (Kowloon City), Mr Franco Kwok, Mr Chan
first toured the Stone Houses Family Garden in Kowloon City, a project of the
Revitalising Historic Buildings Through Partnership Scheme.

     Mr Chan then proceeded to observe traffic conditions around tourist hot
spots in To Kwa Wan, where he received a briefing by an officer of the
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Transport Department on the proposed measures to strengthen the management of
the flow of tourist coaches. Afterwards, he visited the Ma Tau Kok Public
Pier and the landing steps at King Wan Street to learn about the usage of the
facilities and the relocation work of the landing steps.

     Mr Chan also viewed the works progress at the construction site of the
Central Kowloon Route.

     Before concluding his visit, Mr Chan met with members of the Kowloon
City District Council to exchange views on local transport and housing
issues.

Analytical Accounts of Exchange Fund

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority: 
 
     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) released today (June 14) the key
analytical accounts of the Exchange Fund at the end of May 2019.
 
     Foreign assets, representing the external assets of the Exchange Fund,
increased during the month by HK$9.9 billion to HK$3,602.7 billion.
 
     The Monetary Base, comprising Certificates of Indebtedness,
Governmentâ€‘issued currency notes and coins in circulation, the balance of
the banking system and Exchange Fund Bills and Notes issued, amounted to
HK$1,623.6 billion.
 
     Claims on the private sector in Hong Kong amounted to HK$247.3 billion.
 
     The analytical accounts of the Exchange Fund are released in accordance
with the International Monetary Fund's Special Data Dissemination Standard
(SDDS) and are referred to as the Analytical Accounts of the Central Bank
under SDDS (Annex).
 
*********************************************************

     At present, four press releases relating to the Exchange Fund's data are
issued by the HKMA each month.  Three of these releases are issued to
disseminate monetary data in accordance with the International Monetary
Fund's Special Data Dissemination Standard (SDDS).  The fourth press release,
on the Exchange Fund's Abridged Balance Sheet and Currency Board Account, is
made in accordance with the HKMA's policy of maintaining a high level of
transparency.  For the month of June 2019, the scheduled dates for issuing
the press releases are as follows:
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June 6
(Issued)

SDDS International Reserves
(Hong Kong's Latest Foreign Currency
Reserve Assets Figures)
 

June 14
 

SDDS Analytical Accounts of the Central
Bank (Analytical Accounts of the Exchange
Fund)
 

June 28 
 
 

SDDS Template on International Reserves
and
Foreign Currency Liquidity
 

June 28 
 

Exchange Fund Abridged Balance Sheet and
Currency Board Account
 

 

Progress in the handling of banking
complaints by HKMA

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:
 
     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) announced today (June 14) the
progress made in its handling of banking complaints received as at end-May
2019.  Banking complaints include cases concerning general banking services
and conduct-related issues.
 
     In May 2019, 187 cases were received and the handling of 191 cases was
completed.  As at end-May, the handling of 433 cases was in progress. 
 
     A table summarising the progress made in the handling of banking
complaints by the HKMA is attached.
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