HKMA welcomes Hongkong Post’s
extension of the EPS EasyCash for
Senior Citizens service to all post
offices and mobile post offices

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:

The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) welcomes Hongkong Post's
announcement today (June 24) regarding the extension of the EPS EasyCash for
Senior Citizens service together with EPS Company to all post offices and
mobile post offices on July 2.

The Chief Executive of the HKMA, Mr Norman Chan, said, "The service
extension will further strengthen the existing cash withdrawal network for
senior citizens and offers a convenient means of cash withdrawal for senior
citizens by enabling them to withdraw small amounts of cash in their local
community. This initiative will benefit senior citizens and demonstrates the
efforts of various sectors of the community in promoting financial
inclusion."

Appeal for information on missing boy
in Hung Hom (with photo)

Police today (June 24) appealed to the public for information on a boy
who went missing in Hung Hom.

Leung Chau-long, aged 12, went missing after he left his residence on
Bulkeley Street on June 22 night. His family made a report to Police
yesterday (June 23).

He is about 1.65 metres tall, 50 kilograms in weight and of medium
build. He has a long face with yellow complexion and short straight black
hair. There is a mole on his left face. He was last seen wearing a pair of
black-rimmed glasses, a blue short-sleeved polo shirt, grey shorts, blue
sports shoes and carrying a red backpack.

Anyone who knows the whereabouts of the missing boy or may have seen him
is urged to contact the Regional Missing Person Unit of Kowloon West on 3661
8038 or 9020 6542, or email to rmpu-kw-2@police.gov.hk, or contact any police
station.
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Transcript of remarks by Secretary for
Justice at media session

Following is the transcript of remarks by the Secretary for Justice, Ms
Teresa Cheng, SC, at a media session after attending the Panel on
Administration of Justice and Legal Services meeting at the Legislative
Council today (June 24):

Reporter: If the Government is not going to look at the amendment again, why
are you insisting not to scrap the law completely? And why are you leaving
the alleged police violence to the complaint mechanism? Why are the police
immune to criminal investigation? And can you meet protesters' demand not to
prosecute those people arrested?

Secretary for Justice: First question, the Government has literally stopped
the legislative process that is before the Legislative Council in relation to
the amendments of the Fugitive Offenders Ordinance and Mutual Legal
Assistance in Criminal Matters Ordinance. There is no specific timetable.
There is no chance that the Government will out of the blue suddenly
reactivate the whole process, and we all know that next year, by July, the
term of the Legislative Council is coming to an end. If for whatever reason
the bill lapses, the Government will accept that and continue to do the best
with the rest of the work.

The second question relates to the prosecution angle, and I think the
fourth as well, and I can put it together in this way. There is no decision
one way or another as to whether the persons involved on a particular day is
or is not to be prosecuted, there simply is no decision. There is no
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presumption that people should make as to whether any prosecution will or
will not be done, because when the Department of Justice decides whether or
not to prosecute, to make the prosecutorial decisions, we look at the
relevant law, admissible evidence, the Prosecution Code, and decide whether a
reasonable prospect of conviction could be reached, and of course to consider
whether in the public interest, the particular individual in the particular
case should or should not be prosecuted. So, it is a matter of objective and
evidential based, rather than just by who calling what in the name. That is
very important.

In your third question, you seem to suggest, and that is why I think the
premise is important, that there is a favour one way or another between the
police or the protesters. It is very important to bear in mind that we are a
society, the core value of which is that of the rule of law. Everybody is
equal before the law, be they the protesters or the police. However, there
are of course a number of concerns that have been raised as to how certain
complaints are to be dealt with. The Government has heard these concerns, and
I would suggest that one very good way to start considering how to deal with
it is to use the existing mechanism in order to consider the relevant
complaints and from there to decide what to do.

Reporter: The Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal Services has just
now passed a non-binding motion, how do you prepare to respond to the demands
passed, or are you still standing firm on your stance over the need to change
the POO (Public Order Ordinance), and do you regard this as a silent protest
from the pro-establishment camp because of this outstanding extradition bill,
there is a irreconcilable differences and damage caused within the pro-
establishment camp and the Government?

Secretary for Justice: Your first question has a premise which has not been
established, that is you said I stand firm on something. I have not stood
firm on the particular matter you talked about, so please put that into
perspective. Therefore, in answer to your question, which is the first part,
and that is, what is my response to the non-binding motion? We respect the
Legislative Council’s wishes, and it is very useful to hear their views in
forums like just now in the Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal
Services, and we will consider what is to be done about the particular
ordinance, and whether it should be dealt with by the Law Reform Commission
of Hong Kong or otherwise.

As to the second area, I think you are talking about the working
relation with the pro-establishment camp, again it has a premise which I am
not sure how I can react to, because I think the pro-establishment camp has
expressed their views, and we are grateful for their understanding and
support in the past years, and in the recent situation. They are perfectly
entitled to react in a way that they think appropriate, and I think this is a
very important matter of the Legislative Council and the executive, that is
the Government, working together for the betterment of Hong Kong.

(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript.)



Hong Kong Customs seizes suspected
methamphetamine (with photo)

Hong Kong Customs yesterday (June 23) seized about 4.3 kilograms of
suspected methamphetamine with an estimated market value of about $2.5
million at Hong Kong International Airport.

A female passenger arrived in Hong Kong from Siem Reap, Cambodia
yesterday. During Customs clearance, the batch of suspected methamphetamine
was found concealed inside a high-pressure cleaner in her luggage. The woman
was then arrested.

The arrested woman, aged 28, has been charged with one count of
trafficking in a dangerous drug. She will appear at West Kowloon Magistrates'
Courts tomorrow (June 25).

Under the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance, trafficking in a dangerous drug is
a serious offence. The maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine of $5
million and life imprisonment.

Members of the public may report any suspected drug trafficking
activities to Customs' 24-hour hotline 2545 6182 or its dedicated crime-

reporting email account (crimereport@customs.gov.hk).

Sample of prepackaged frozen swordfish
detected with mercury exceeding legal
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limit

The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department announced today (June 24) that a sample of prepackaged frozen
swordfish imported from New Zealand was found to contain a metal contaminant,
mercury, at a level exceeding the legal limit. The CFS is following up on the
case.

Product details are as follows:

Product name: FZ NZ Swordfish Steak
Place of origin: New Zealand
Distributor: South Stream Seafoods Ltd
Best-before-date: April 28, 2020

A spokesman for the CFS said, "The CFS collected the above-mentioned
sample from an online shop for testing under its routine Food Surveillance
Programme. The test result showed that it contained mercury at a level of
0.71 parts per million (ppm), exceeding the legal limit of 0.5 ppm."

The spokesman said the CFS had informed the vendor concerned of the
irregularity and had requested it to stop sale of the affected batch of
product. The Centre is tracing the source of the product concerned.

"Mercury may affect the nervous system, particularly the developing
brain. At high levels, mercury can affect foetal brain development, and
affect vision, hearing, muscle co-ordination and memory in adults.
Furthermore, as some international organisations such as the World Health
Organization have pointed out, consuming predatory fish species is the main
source of mercury intake for human beings. The report of the CFS' Total Diet
Study has also pointed out that large fish or predatory fish species may
contain high mercury levels (for example, tuna, alfonsino, shark, swordfish,
marlin, orange roughy and king mackerel). Hence, groups particularly
susceptible to the adverse effects of mercury, such as pregnant women, women
planning pregnancy and young children, should opt for fish that are smaller
in size for consumption and avoid consumption of the above-mentioned types of
fish which may contain high mercury levels to minimise the health risk posed
to the foetus, infants and young children by excessive exposure to metal
contaminants in food," he added.

According to the Food Adulteration (Metallic Contamination) Regulations
(Cap 132V), any person who sells food with metallic contamination above the
legal limit may be prosecuted and is liable upon conviction to a fine of
$50,000 and imprisonment for six months.

"People are advised to maintain a balanced and varied diet. To avoid
health risks posed by excessive intake of metallic contaminants, pregnant
women, women planning pregnancy and young children should avoid eating large
or predatory fish," the spokesman said.
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The CFS will continue to follow up on the case and take appropriate
action. Investigation is ongoing.



