
Getting things done – Colinton Place
and Saggar Street #dundeewestend

We have recently had complaints about a number of potholes in Colinton Place
and Saggar Street.
We therefore reported these to the council’s Roads Maintenance Partnership to
ensure these are repaired and received the following helpful response :
“Thank you for your report.   Repairs have been ordered.”
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Bus stop outside Dundee Rail Station
#dundeewestend
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As reported in yesterday’s Evening Telegraph, we have raised concerns with
Dundee City Council about road safety at Dundee rail station, following
constituents highlighting the lack of a proper bus bay outside the rail
station – see photo.

Residents have raised with us the fact that, as there is no bus bay for the
Stagecoach buses that drop off and pick up passengers at the station, the
very busy inside lane is blocked when a bus is stationary at the bus stop.   

This leads to drivers trying to switch lane to get past the bus and residents
have highlighted examples of near misses of vehicles as some drivers dart out
to get past the bus and back into the nearside lane.     All this could have
been avoided if the council simply supplied a bus bay at this site. 

The councillors contacted the City Council about this and were advised by the
council’s Team Leader for parking and sustainable transport as follows :

“I do recall that there was a discussion about pros and cons of a bus
lay-by (circa 2015/2016) at the station but I can’t recall the detail
of why it was rejected.   My best memory was that ultimately it was a
considered decision taken by the then Director of City Development and
based on a desire for high quality public realm in front of the
station.   

“In practice, the Stagecoach buses stopping at this location has not
caused  significant  disruption  to  traffic  and  I  am  unaware  of  any
accidents involving buses.   The sightlines are fairly good on the
approach  from  east  and  west  and  much  of  the  traffic  should  be
travelling at reduced speeds.”

We really don’t accept the “high quality public realm” argument against
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putting in a bus bay here – public safety is paramount and the space in front
of the station is really wide so a bus bay could have been accommodated
without impacting on the quality of the public realm at all.   

We did have the accident record database checked and although accepting that
any bumps to date will have been minor as there have been no more serious
accidents reported to Police Scotland since 2019, we still think it would be
common sense to provide a bus bay – not just from the safety aspect but it
would also help avoid tailbacks at this very busy stretch on road when buses
are stopped at the bus stop, particularly at rush hour.

We have asked the Director of City Development if senior officers can discuss
this request more fully.

There’s a wider issue about the disconnect between rail station and bus
station services in the city but meantime we would like to see the bus
situation right outside the rail station addressed.

NHS Tayside to considering parking
improvement at Ninewells Hospital
#dundeewestend
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As reported in the Courier and Evening Telegraph over last weekend, we
have welcomed a positive response from NHS Tayside to a suggestion to improve
the parking situation for Ninewells Hospital out-patients.

We  regularly  receive  complaints  from  constituents  about  the  difficulty
getting parked at Ninewells Hospital in our West End Ward and this is a
particular concern for people with an out-patient appointment with a specific
time.    Residents report circling round and round the hospital’s car parks
in their vehicle trying to find an available space.   

Although the challenging parking situation has always been an issue at the
hospital, people report it has worsened since parking charges have been
abolished.    We strongly supported the abolition of parking charges as these
were effectively a tax on ill-health, but it is important that spaces are
used by patients, staff and visitors to the hospital and not used as a free
‘park and ride’ facility by commuters with no connection to the hospital.

We raised the possibility of parking arrangements being reviewed to adopt the
system at Perth Royal Infirmary where the parking is also free but you must
display a tear-off slip from your appointment letter to use some of the car
parking spaces.   

The system at PRI is a good idea.   It means that there are parking spaces
specifically allocated to out patients who display a tear off strip on their
car dashboard as proof of their appointment.   This makes getting a space a
little easier and also gets round the problem of time-limited spaces too.   
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We therefore asked NHS Tayside if it would consider doing this also at
Ninewells  Hospital  and  we  are  pleased  at  a  positive  response  to  this
suggestion.

NHS Tayside Director of Facilities, John Paterson, advised us : 

“NHS Tayside offers free parking and operates one of the largest car
parks within Scotland, with 2383 spaces available within the Ninewells
Hospital  site.  Ninewells  Hospital  can  experience  significant  car
parking demands at certain peak times of the day, which is a similar
situation as experienced at most large acute hospitals. Over the years
we have introduced measures to maximise the number of parking spaces
and make best use of the physical footprint space available and to
manage car parking effectively.

Within the grounds of Ninewells Hospital there are strict parking
arrangements in place that support an effective and safe environment
for patients, visitors and staff. Signage is present in all areas
outlining the parking arrangements on the Ninewells site, with clear
notification of penalties should a member of staff or visitor fail to
comply with these arrangements.

There are dedicated short-stay parking specifically for patients and
visitors adjacent to the entrances of the hospital, found within Car
Parks 5, 6, 7, East Block car park and the Renal Unit car park. To
support this initiative we have ‘Collect and Display’ ticket machines
within these car parks. Long-stay parking is also available for staff,
patients and visitors within Car Parks 1, 2, 9 and the multi-storey
(Car Park 8).

I can confirm that we are exploring the opportunity for our outpatient
services to adopt the tear off slip on the letters from our clinical
colleagues to be consistently implemented across Tayside.

It is really worth noting that this system does not guarantee patients
a parking space. However, whilst parking in a time restricted area, no
patient will receive a parking charge notice.” 

We appreciate that parking will always be a challenge at such a large
hospital and know from constituents that many use public transport to get to
Ninewells Hospital as it is well-served by bus services, but that’s not an
option for every out-patient and having the tear-off slip system would, in
our view, improve matters for out-patients so we really do hope NHS Tayside
rolls out this system already in place at PRI to Ninewells Hospital as soon
as possible.



Weekly Road Report – West End Ward
#dundeewestend

DUNDEE CITY COUNCIL – WEEKLY ROAD REPORT

REPORT FOR THE WEST END WARD – WEEK COMMENCING MONDAY 16 JANUARY 2023

Glamis Drive – closed eastbound in 2 phases for 3 weeks for Scotland Gas
Networks work. Phase 1: Hazel Avenue to Glamis Road. Phase 2: Invergowrie
Drive to Hazel Avenue.

Perth Road (at Pennycook Lane) – temporary traffic lights from Tuesday 10
January to Wednesday 18 January for bus shelter relocation.

West Marketgait (Northbound) at Greenmarket (new BT development) – off‑peak
(9.30am – 3.30pm) lane closure for 5 no water service connections commencing
16 January for 2 weeks.

Blackness Road (at Blackness Avenue) – off‑peak temporary traffic lights on
Thursday 19 and Friday 20 January for sign installation.

Forthcoming Roadworks

Riverside Drive (at Bridgeview Café) – temporary traffic lights on Monday 23
January (9.00am to 6.00am) for Scottish Water ironwork repair.

South Marketgait (at Railway Station) – off‑side westbound lane closure on
Monday 23 January for Scottish Water ironwork repair.

Riverside Drive (Tesco roundabout to Barnetts Garage) – closed overnight
(10.00pm to 6.00am) on Saturday 28 and Sunday 29 January for Network Rail
bridge safety inspection.

Session Street – closed from Monday 30 January for 2 weeks for Scottish Water
work.

Blackness Road (at Annfield Road) – overnight (7:00pm to 6:00am) temporary
traffic lights Monday 13 February for Scottish Water investigation work.
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Lochee Road (at Blinshall Steet) – overnight (7:00pm to 6:00am) temporary
traffic lights Monday 13 February for Scottish Water investigation work.

Glamis Drive – road closure on Monday 13 February for CityFibre works.

Dunmore  Drive/Gardens  –  closed  Thursday  23  February  for  5  days  for
carriageway  resurfacing.*

* On this work in Dunmore Drive/Gardens postponed from late 2022, we sought assurances from the City
Council that the work will take place in early 2023. We have been advised as follows from the Senior
Engineer – Roads Maintenance Partnership :

“At present all being well, the works are currently programmed for the last week in February, first
week in March.

The only sticking point is with the increases in the Bitumen prices there may be a possibility that
the works may be postponed until after March. I am currently working out the likely outturns for the
works on site now against the budget so should have a better idea by the end of (this) week.

Once this has been completed I will let you know.”

Swing dancing taster class
#dundeewestend

Dundee University Swing Dance is continuing the academic year with a new
semester of classes and share the joy of swing dancing with you.

This class will be a taster of swing dance, perfectly suited to those new to
swing or even new to dancing. 
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It is also a great chance for the more experienced dancers among us to brush
up on the basics and get back into the ‘swing’ of things!
 

All welcome – and find out more at www.facebook.com/DUSwingDance

http://www.facebook.com/DUSwingDance

