
Casement must now be delivered – Ní
Chuilín

Commenting today following the decision to recommend planning approval for
the new Casement Park stadium, Communities Minister Carál Ní Chuilín has said
she is determined the project now progresses without further delay.

Applications invited for the Northern
Ireland Building Regulations Advisory
Committee

The Department of Finance has launched a public appointment competition to
recruit six members to the Northern Ireland Building Regulations Advisory
Committee (NIBRAC).

Statement in response to NIAO report
on generating electricity from
renewable sources

Renewable electricity has been the major success story in Northern Ireland in
our efforts to address climate change. The NI Renewables Obligation (NIRO)
has been the support mechanism behind this achievement. The majority of the
NIRO related issues identified in the Northern Ireland Audit Office (NIAO)
report focus on a subset of two technologies which represent a small
proportion of the renewable electricity generation supported by the scheme.

Minister Ní Chuilín announces design
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work on new public realm scheme for
Derry

Communities Minister Carál Ní Chuilín has announced that design work is to
get underway on a new public realm scheme for Harbour Square in Derry that
will also incorporate new artwork celebrating factory workers.

Free parking in West End of Dundee car
parks must be extended #dundeewestend

As reported recently in the Courier (see below), I have called for the City
Council to extend its free parking period in Dundee’s West End car parks
given that the coronavirus health emergency situation continues.

The council took the sensible decision during the lockdown in the spring to
make all its car parks free to use to assist key workers in the city centre
and also people working from home in other car parks that charge across the
city including in the West End.

However, it now intends to bring back car parking charges into seven West End
car parks next Monday – 19th October – at a time when many local workers are
still working from home and may well continue to be doing for weeks to come. 
   

The point about the West End car parks is that they all cover residential
areas and so the council is charging people to park near their own homes when
they are being encouraged by Scottish Government to work from home.   That is
a  totally  ridiculous  situation  and  contrary  to  the  Scottish  Government
message to work from home where possible during the health emergency.

I therefore wrote to the Director of City Development at Dundee City Council
asking for an extension to take place and received the following reply :

“As you are aware, the original aim of the introduction of charges was, as
well as generating income, to prevent abuse of the car-parks by commuters and
to promote turnover of spaces to support local shops.

As charges in the rest of the city have been reintroduced, I do not think we
could justify further suspension of charges in the West End. We did extend
the moratorium on charging until the University started back.

I have reviewed and whilst I understand the issues that you raise, we have a
committee remit to introduce charges, and now require to discharge that
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remit.”

I think at a time when the Scottish Government is trying to encourage people
to work from home where it is possible, the City Council charging people for
the privilege of parking near their homes in the West End is not responsible
and sending the wrong message.    

These are car parks in residential areas and I think that would be a common
sense and helpful thing to continue the parking charges moratorium at this
time.
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