
Supporting the recovery of the sport
sector and addressing the COVID-19
pandemic: Council adopts conclusions

The Council conclusions recommend to member states, the Commission and the
sport movement how to address the COVID-19 pandemic in the recovery stage.

The conclusions invite member states to promote the possibilities for support
through EU programmes, funds and initiatives, such as the Erasmus+ programme,
the European Solidarity Corps, the Corona Response Investment Initiative
(CRII), and the Corona Response Investment Initiative Plus (CRII+).

The Commission is invited to regularly inform about possibilities for
flexible arrangements regarding the implementation of Erasmus+: Sport, and to
reflect on more flexibility mechanisms into future funding programmes in the
field of sport.

The conclusions also invite the sport movement to follow the guidelines from
competent international bodies and the national health authorities, regarding
the prevention and spreading of the COVID-19 virus, and explore possible
solutions for the update of the national sport calendars, while taking into
consideration the European and the international calendars.

The conclusions were adopted by written procedure.

Press release – Long-term EU budget:
MEPs slam cuts to culture and
education
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In a debate on Monday in the Culture and Education Committee with the
Commission, all MEPs referred to cuts in the revised MFF proposal (MFF:
Multiannual Financial Framework) as “unacceptable” for EU culture and
education, stressing that these sectors were particularly depleted by the
COVID-19 crisis and need increased support to recover.

While commending the “unprecedented level of financial support” in the EU
Recovery plan, tabled alongside the revised MFF, they criticised the
Commission for rowing back on its first MFF proposal in 2018.

“We do not support the Commission’s proposal”, said Committee Chair Sabine
Verheyen, at the opening of the debate. “Here is what this means for EU
programmes: the Solidarity Corps will be offering fewer opportunities to
young people – full-stop. “Creative Europe” will be supporting fewer artists
and fewer creators — full-stop. For Erasmus+, we can kiss goodbye to the aim
of reaching 12 million participants — because we are not prepared to offer
everyone lower-quality, short-term exchanges just to get the numbers up”, she
added.

Culture and Education Committee MEPs also pointed to the promise made by
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, ahead of her election, when she
pledged to support the EP’s request to triple Erasmus+ funding in the MFF
2021-2027.

Video statement by Chair Verheyen, following the debate

Re-watch the full committee debate

Next steps

After the revised MFF proposal was tabled by the Commission on 27 May 2020,
it is now up to EU member states to agree on their position. The EP needs to
approve any MFF before it can come into force.

Background
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Compared to the Commission’s initial MFF proposal (2018), the May 2020
revised proposal (when calculated in 2018 prices) presents a 20% cut to the
European Solidarity Fund, a 13% cut to Creative Europe and a 7% cut to
Erasmus+.

EU-China Summit: Defending EU
interests and values in a complex and
vital partnership – Press release by
President Michel and President von der
Leyen

The European Union and China held their 22nd bilateral Summit via
videoconference on 22 June 2020. President of the European Council, Charles
Michel, and President of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen,
accompanied by High Representative Josep Borrell, hold the Summit meeting
with Chinese Prime Minister Li Keqiang followed by exchanges with Chinese
President Xi Jinping

President Michel said: “EU-China relations have evolved in recent years. Our
economic interdependency is high, and we must work together on global
challenges like climate action, meeting the Sustainable Development Goals or
dealing with COVID-19. Engaging and cooperating with China is both an
opportunity and necessity. But, at the same time, we have to recognise that
we do not share the same values, political systems, or approach to
multilateralism. We will engage in a clear-eyed and confident way, robustly
defending EU interests and standing firm on our values.”

President von der Leyen said: “The COVID-pandemic and a number of major
bilateral and multilateral challenges show clearly the EU – China partnership
is crucial, be it in terms of trade, climate, technology, and the defence of
multilateralism. But for our relations to develop further, they must become
more rules-based and reciprocal, in order to achieve a real level playing-
field.”

The EU-China summit had a comprehensive agenda addressing bilateral
relations; regional and international issues, the COVID-19 pandemic and
economic recovery.

The EU recalled the important commitments made at the 2019 EU-China Summit
and stressed the need for the implementation of these commitments in a
dynamic and result oriented manner as progress today is limited.
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The EU strongly emphasised the need to advance negotiations for an ambitious
EU-China Comprehensive Investment Agreement that addresses the current
asymmetries in market access and ensures a level playing field.. Urgent
progress is needed in particular on behaviour of State-Owned Enterprises,
transparency on subsidies and rules tackling forced transfers of technology.

On economic and trade issues, the EU recalled the joint commitment to work
constructively and expeditiously towards the resolution of a number of market
access and regulatory issues. The EU welcomed confirmation by China that the
recent China-US “phase 1” deal will be implemented in full compatibility with
World Trade Organisation (WTO) obligations and without discrimination against
EU operators. The EU recalled its expectation that European exporters
immediately benefit from trade facilitating measures in the agri-food sector.

The EU reiterated the urgent need for China to engage in future negotiations
on industrial subsidies in the WTO, and address overcapacity in traditional
sectors such as steel as well as high-tech areas.

The EU is looking forward to the signature of the EU-China Agreement on
Geographical Indications in coming weeks and entry into force in nearest
future.

The Summit was also an opportunity to discuss the importance of the digital
sector to economies and societies worldwide. The EU stressed that the
development of new digital technologies must go hand in hand with the respect
of fundamental rights and data protection. The EU also raised outstanding
issues on cybersecurity, disinformation.

Leaders had a substantive discussion on climate change. China is the EU’s
partner under the Paris Agreement, but needs to commit to decisive and
ambitious domestic action to reduce emissions in the short term and to set a
goal of climate neutrality at the earliest possible date.

The EU called on China to assume greater responsibility in dealing with
global challenges through the rules-based international system, promoting
international peace and security, and adhering to international standards to
support sustainable development, especially in Africa. 

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the EU underlined the shared
responsibility to participate in global efforts to stop the spread of the
virus, boost research on treatments and vaccines, and support a green and
inclusive global recovery. The EU stressed the need for solidarity in
addressing the consequences in developing countries, notably as regard debt
relief.  The EU also called on China to fully participate in the independent
review of lessons learned from the international health response to COVID-19,
mandated by the resolution adopted at the last World Health Assembly. The EU
also called on China to facilitate the return of EU residents in China.

On Hong Kong, the EU reiterated its grave concerns at steps taken by China to
impose national security legislation from Beijing and considers those steps
not in conformity with the Hong Kong Basic Law and China’s international
commitments, and put pressure on the fundamental rights and freedoms of the



population protected by the law and the independent justice system.

The EU raise its concerns on the deteriorating human rights situation,
including the treatment of minorities in Xinjiang and Tibet, and of human
rights defenders, as well as restrictions on fundamental freedoms. The EU
also underlined its expectation that the Human Rights Dialogue will take
place in China later in the year once the COVID-19 restrictions are eased. EU
Leaders  raised a number of individual cases, including the reports on
citizens who have disappeared after reporting/expressing their views on the
handling of the Coronavirus outbreak, as well as the continued arbitrary
detention of Swedish citizen Gui Minhai and two Canadian citizens – Michael
Kovrig and Michael Spavor.

The EU and China exchanged views on a number of regional and international
issues, including Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (the Iran nuclear deal),
Afghanistan as well as situation on the Korean Peninsula. The EU expressed
concerns about the escalation of other regional conflicts and the importance
of upholding international law in the maritime domain. We agreed to continue
contacts in the future

Visit the meeting page

ESMA publishes translations for
Guidelines on the reporting to
competent authorities under Article 37
of the MMF Regulation

22 June 2020

Guidelines and Technical standards

The European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA) has issued today the
official translations of its guidelines on standardised procedures and
messaging protocols.

National Competent Authorities (NCAs) to which these Guidelines apply must
notify ESMA whether they comply or intend to comply with the Guidelines,
within two months of the date of publication by ESMA of the Guidelines in all
EU official languages.
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Do you need to speak to the examiner
dealing with your file?

June 22, 2020 General

Do you need to speak to the examiner dealing with your file?

If you need to speak to the EUIPO examiner dealing with your file, call the
information centre on +34 965 13 9100 during business hours (8.30 to 18.30)
If our First Line staff cannot help you, they will put you through to the
examiner. Should the examiner be unavailable at the time you call, your
message will be passed on and the examiner will get back to you.

Find out more on how to contact the Office in the contact page of our
website.
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