Lady Speyer — a forgotten violinist

Lady Speyer by John Singer Sargent By Jonathan Summers, Curator of Classical
Music Leonora von Stosch was born in Washington D.C. on the 7th November
1872. Her father had been born in Germany but immigrated to the United States
as a young man where he married an English woman. Leonora..

Visual sound works from imaginary
archives (part 2)

Eva del Rey and Paul Wilson, co-curators of Listen: 140 Years of Recorded
Sound present: (Part two of a gallery of creative responses to the British
Library sound collections by students from the Graphic and Communication
Design department at Central Saint Martins, University of the Arts). Florence
Macleod views the..

Visual sound works from imaginary
archives (part 1)

Paul Wilson and Eva del Rey, co-curators of Listen: 140 Years of Recorded
Sound present: Since 2016 the British Library sound archive has been hosting
show-and-tell and listening sessions for students from the Graphic and
Communication Design department at Central Saint Martins, University of the
Arts. This year we offered..

Oral History and the Library of Ideas

How can I use oral history in creative ways?
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Recording of the Week: The Listening
Project Symphony

Paul Wilson, Curator Radio Broadcast writes:

This week’'s selection celebrates World Radio Day 2018 (13th February) and is
an example of the art of radio at its best: blending creativity with
actuality to illuminate aspects of our life and times and, in this instance,
one of the moral dilemmas of our day. It's an excerpt from the Listening
Project Symphony, a beautiful composition by Gary Carpenter for the BBC
Philharmonic Orchestra, first broadcast live from Manchester in December
2012. The piece incorporates extracts from some of the intimate and often
surprising conversations which have emerged from The Listening Project, a
collaboration between the BBC and the British Library in which family members
or friends are invited to share their stories, private thoughts and feelings
with an unseen radio audience.
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The BBC Philharmonic Orchestra at Salford Quays, 2012. Photo

courtesy of the BBC

In this extract we briefly hear voices from three separate conversations,
each poignant or moving in its own way even in this edited form. The third —
part of a conversation between a young British Muslim woman of
Indian/Pakistani descent and her India-born mother — will hold a particular
resonance for some. The daughter begins by gauging her mother's response to a
hypothetical question about marriage: how would you feel if I were to marry a
man of a different religion? She then takes the hypothetical situation a step
further — how would you feel if my partner were another woman?

The Listening Project Symphony (excerpt)

The complete Listening Project Symphony can be heard on the BBC iPlayer here
and the Listening Project’s BBC homepage is here. The complete collection of
unedited Listening Project conversations can be explored at the British
Library’s Sounds website.
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