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LONDON: The Houthis do not want a political solution to the crisis in Yemen
and respond to international efforts to reach one with obstinacy, the
government’s spokesman said on Saturday.
Diplomacy has not yielded any results because of the militia’s rejection,
Rajih Badi told Al Arabiya.
Badi also said that the Iran-backed militia sees the call to de-escalate as
the “language of weakness.”
He continued by saying that the Yemeni people will not accept Iranian
interference in their country.
Badi made the comments as the Arab coalition makes advances against the
Houthis in the Marib province.
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Interview: Adel Al-Jubeir talks Yemen, Saudi-US relations, human rights and
Israel

Egyptian coronavirus vaccine to
undergo clinical trials
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CAIRO: The Egyptian Drug Authority (EDA) has approved the manufacture of the
first doses of an Egyptian coronavirus vaccine, Covi Vax, according to local
media.
The Egyptian channel DMC show “Egypt Can” showed the first pictures of the
Covi Vax packages amid plans to begin clinical trials on the vaccine.
“Egypt is moving at a steady pace and is participating in producing a
coronavirus vaccine,” the show’s host, Ahmed Fayek, said.
“The Egyptian Drug Authority granted a factory a license to produce the first
experimental samples (of the vaccine),” he added.
Fayek said that Egypt will be the first country in the Middle East to
manufacture a coronavirus vaccine with solely Egyptian efforts.
“The study and research of the Egyptian coronavirus vaccine have been
published in a specialized international scientific journal, as it has proven
its effectiveness in laboratory experiments and experiments on animals,” he
added.
Fayek said that the EDA had given approval to produce the first experimental
batch.
After obtaining approval for clinical trials, the vaccine will pass through
three stages.
The first will include a small number of people to ensure the safety of the
vaccine on humans. The second will include 100 to 500 volunteers, while the
third will be tested on up to 50,000 volunteers from different countries in
order to achieve genetic diversity.

FASTFACT

The study and research of the Egyptian coronavirus vaccine have been
published in a specialized international scientific journal, as it has proven
its effectiveness in laboratory experiments and experiments on animals.

He said the Egyptian vaccine was produced by the National Research Center in
Egypt, which is affiliated with the Ministry of Higher Education and
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Scientific Research.
“The National Research Center produced many vaccines against the bird flu,”
he said.
Fayek said that the EDA has granted a license to an Egyptian factory that
will undertake the production of the experimental sample of the Egyptian
vaccine to be used in clinical trials.
“The National Research Center has worked on the virus strain present in
Egypt, and has conducted laboratory experiments on four types of animals and
is now awaiting the permission to test the vaccine clinically,” he said.
“All of this has been published in scientific research in one of the major
medical periodicals around the world, judged by senior international
professors and scientists, who also reviewed the Egyptian COVID-19 vaccine
and said it produces antibodies.”
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Egypt receives new 300k shipment of China’s Sinopharm vaccineMarwa
Elselehdar: Egypt’s first female sea captain is riding waves of success
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sea captain is riding waves of success
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CAIRO: She enrolled in the Arab Academy for Science, Technology and Maritime
Transport in Egypt and joined the International Transport and Logistics
Department, but she was more drawn to the curriculum that was being taught to
her brother in the Department of Maritime Transport and Technology.

The department was limited to men, but she still submitted an application to
join and was eventually accepted, becoming the first Egyptian woman to study
in this department.

Elselehdar’s brother and mother supported her dream of becoming the first
female captain in Egypt. Her father, while more apprehensive because of the
difficulties in the field, did not object to her studies. She thus began the
formalities to join the department, and her unique request was submitted to
the president of the academy for consideration.

The president called for research in maritime law to verify the possibility
of issuing a captain’s license to her, since it was the first case of its
kind. After making sure that the law did not pose restrictions, examinations
began.

Elselehdar passed the physical and medical tests, as well as personal
interviews, proving her ability to be in control and manage diverse
situations, and she joined the department like any other student.

I faced difficulties in adapting, especially during the first year,
but the encouragement from those around me — and my own ability to
believe in my dream — helped me overcome these challenges.

Marwa Elselehdar

“I started my journey in the department as the only woman among 1,200
students. I faced difficulties in adapting, especially during the first year,
but the encouragement from those around me — and my own ability to believe in
my dream — helped me overcome these challenges, and I graduated in 2013,” she
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said.

After her graduation, Elselehdar joined the crew of the AIDA IV ship, with
the rank of the second officer.

At the time of the opening ceremony of the new Suez Canal, she applied to
register as part of the crew that would lead the AIDA IV in the celebrations.
Her request was accepted, and she prepared with her colleagues for the
ceremony.

On the day of the ceremony, she led the AIDA IV — the first ship to cross the
new shipping route — as the youngest and first Egyptian female captain to
cross the Suez Canal.

Elselehdar has been working in the field for 10 years. She explained that the
percentage of women in similar maritime positions does not exceed 2 percent
worldwide, adding that being the first Egyptian woman in this regard was a
great honor for her and noting that many girls followed her example and
entered the field after her.

In 2017, Elselehdar was honored on Women’s Day by President Abdel Fattah El-
Sisi.

She expressed her pride in this honor, seeing it not only as a form of
appreciation from the state for what she has done but also as a demonstration
of the state’s interest in empowering Egyptian women and placing them in
leadership positions. Recently, Egyptian women have started participating in
many occupations that were traditionally male-dominated.

The Encyclopedia of Arab-African Economic Integration chose Elselehdar among
the top 20 Arab women in terms of achievement.

Elselehdar said that the boat she is now working on is owned by the Egyptian



Authority for Maritime Safety, affiliated with the Egyptian government and
managed by the Arab Academy for Science, Technology and Maritime Transport.

“Unlike fast flights, cruises can be long and arduous and can take up to a
month or more. Of course, on these trips, I am the only woman among my fellow
men.

“In the beginning, it was somewhat difficult, but we later became one team,
and we split tasks equally. And because of the length of these trips, we all
become like siblings,” she added.

Now almost 30 years old, Elselehdar dreams of obtaining a master’s degree and
a Ph.D. She also hopes that marriage and having a family will not hinder her
career.
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Libyan women reach high office but
activists say long road ahead
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Sat, 2021-03-20 01:30

TRIPOLI: Libya’s new government includes five women, with two in key
portfolios — a first for the country nonetheless criticized by activists as
insufficient and as not living up to a UN commitment.
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The country descended into conflict after Libyan leader Muammar Qaddafi was
toppled and killed in a NATO-backed uprising in 2011, with an array of forces
battling to fill the void.
The transitional Government of National Unity (GNU), which took office this
week, faces daunting challenges, including unifying the country’s
institutions, ending a decade of fighting marked by international
interference and preparing for December elections.
The Cabinet comprises 26 ministers and six ministers of state, with women
assigned to five posts, including the key foreign affairs and justice
portfolios.
The US ambassador to Libya, Richard Norland, has called it a “historic time
for Libyan women,” while UN Women hailed the appointments as “a major step
for advancing women’s rights.”
Some Libyans on social media have welcomed the announcements as “a big step,”
a “leap for society” and a “promising start.”
But activists are less enthusiastic, arguing that the new executive had the
opportunity to do more.
In a statement to the UN Human Rights Council this week, Britain urged the
GNU to “work toward the full, equal and meaningful participation of women,
including in conflict resolution and decision-making.”
“Women remain under-represented in all governance institutions and processes
in Libya,” it warned.
The five women in Cabinet hail from across the country.
Activist and lawyer Najla Al-Mangoush, from the main eastern city of
Benghazi, is the country’s first female foreign minister.

BACKGROUND

• Britain urged Libya’s transitional Government of National Unity to ‘work
toward the full, equal and meaningful participation of women, including in
conflict resolution and decision-making.’

• Najla Al-Mangoush, Libya’s first female foreign minister, rose to
prominence in 2011 as part of the National Transitional Council.

Mangoush rose to prominence in 2011 as part of the National Transitional
Council, the political arm of the rebellion that brought an end to Qaddafi’s
42-year rule.
She will be working alongside jurist Halima Ibrahim Abderrahmane, from the
western town of Gharyan, who takes the justice portfolio, and Mabrouka Touki,
an academic from the southern Fezzan region, who has a degree in nuclear
physics and will head the culture ministry.
Wafaa Al-Kilani is in charge of social affairs and Houria Al-Tormal the
women’s ministry.
Interim Prime Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibah, sworn in on Monday, was selected
last month alongside a three-member presidency council as part of a UN-
sponsored process launched in November.
Activists point to his pledge when a candidate in the UN process to allocate
30 percent of ministerial positions to women.



Under the current lineup, women account for just half that amount.
“We are proud to see Libyan women named to key posts, but also unhappy that
the prime minister failed to keep his commitment,” said Ghalia Sassi,
president of the women’s association Maaha (With Her).
She vowed activists would keep up pressure on the government to adjust its
course, but said there was “a long road ahead.”
Activist Laila Ben Khalifa, who began the push for the 30 percent quota,
echoed her disappointment over the shortfall.
She alleged that ministries had been distributed according to “region rather
than competence.”
Although Libyan women played a key role during the 2011 uprising, they have
had a limited presence in previous transitional bodies and in the current
parliament.
The GNU’s predecessor, the Government of National Accord, headquartered in
western Libya and established in 2016, had just two women from some 30
portfolios.
A parallel eastern administration, not recognized by the international
community, had just one.
And while a decade of insecurity and conflict has had a profound impact on
daily life in Libya, a worrying development has been violence against rights
activists, including women.
In November, unidentified armed men gunned down lawyer and women’s activist
Hanan Al-Barassi in broad daylight in Benghazi.
Human Rights Watch urged authorities to investigate the “apparent politically
motivated killing,” while the UN mission to Libya said Barassi’s death showed
“the threats faced by Libyan women as they dare to speak out.”
Her killing came after the disappearance of lawmaker Siham Sergewa, who was
taken from her home in Benghazi in July 2019.
Her abduction came shortly after the airing of a television broadcast in
which she criticized eastern strongman Khalifa Haftar’s offensive on Tripoli,
launched months earlier. Sergewa’s whereabouts are still unknown. At the UN
Rights Council this week, Britain also expressed concern over violence
against women in Libya. “Libyan authorities must address the silencing of
women journalists and activists, and tackle sexual and gender-based
violence,” it said.
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Hezbollah reneges on Lebanese govt
pledge
Fri, 2021-03-19 23:37

BEIRUT: Hezbollah has walked away from a previous agreement to form a
Lebanese government of nonpolitical specialists, claiming that any leadership
not backed by political forces “will go down in a week or two.”

The militant party’s change of tack has shattered hopes that an 18th meeting
between President Michel Aoun and Prime Minister-designate Saad Hariri
scheduled for next Monday would end the long-running stalemate over the
formation of the government.

Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah’s comments, made in a televised address on
Thursday, also undermine French efforts launched by President Emmanuel Macron
to form a government free of political forces in order to gain the confidence
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of the international community and help Lebanon recover from its crippling
economic and health crisis.

Mustafa Alloush, a leading figure in Hariri’s Future Movement, said: “There
is a chance to agree on the formation of the government on Monday, but Hariri
has no intention of bringing back a political government because it will
inevitably fail, based on previous experience.”

Aoun remained firm in his demands for a government of 20 ministers with the
blocking third, while Hariri seeks a government of 18 specialists.

The disagreement between the two escalated on Wednesday after an exchange of
statements, with Aoun calling on Hariri to step down if is unable to form a
government.

Hariri responded by asking Aoun to set a date for early presidential
elections.

Hopes that Monday’s meeting could end the political impasse lifted the
Lebanese pound to 11,500 against the US dollar after it had earlier exceeded
15,000 on the black market.

However, the currency lost value again on Friday after Nasrallah’s address.

FASTFACT

Nasrallah’s address brought widespread anger, with a source in the Maronite
Patriarchate condemning the ‘betrayal’ of Patriarch Bechara Al-Rahi’s demand
for a neutral Lebanon.

In his speech, the Hezbollah chief criticized the International Monetary
Fund, on which Lebanon relies for assistance, and attacked calls for
Lebanon’s neutrality, saying that these were part of efforts to include the
country in the “US-Israeli axis in the region.”

Nasrallah also targeted the policies of Lebanese central bank Gov. Riad
Salameh, warning him of the need to improve the dollar exchange rate.

The Hezbollah leader called on Hassan Diab, the caretaker prime minister, to
make his government operational “as a plan B in the event that a government
is not quickly formed.”

He also condemned protesters blocking roads, saying that such actions are
“forbidden.”

Nasrallah devoted part of his speech to defending party members who receive
their salaries in dollars.

He said: “The members of the military mobilization force do not receive a
salary in the first place. A large part of those who work within the
institutions receive their salaries in Lebanese pounds. Those who are getting



paid in dollars are those whose salaries are too low to support themselves.
We asked them to take a monthly initiative to help those around them.”

The address brought widespread anger, with a source in the Maronite
Patriarchate condemning the “betrayal” of Patriarch Bechara Al-Rahi’s demand
for a neutral Lebanon.

Sami Gemayel, leader of the Kataeb Party, asked: “What kind of government
will they form if that is the speech given before its formation?”

He called on “countries to shoulder their responsibilities toward Lebanon
because the problem is not only internal but external as well.”

Gemayel also targeted Nasrallah, saying: “Lebanese citizens do not want a
civil war. You may be seeking war, but do not threaten us with a war.”

Meanwhile, after a meeting on Friday between the central bank governor and
the president’s financial adviser, Charbel Cordahi, the president’s media
office said: “Salameh announced that the central bank will start working on
its electronic platform, so that all operations are recorded and become the
main reference for the real market rate.”

The central bank’s decision includes “allowing banks to trade in currencies
from next week and to register transactions at their real price on the
platform.”
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Why Lebanon ran out of money and what it can do nowAoun and Hariri ease
tensions but fail to solve Lebanon’s political deadlock


