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MOSCOW: Sudan has not pulled out of an agreement with Russia to set up a
Russian naval facility in the country, Interfax news agency reported, citing
deputy foreign minister Mikhail Bogdanov.
“I think a compromise can always be found,” Interfax quoted Bogdanov as
saying on Friday. “They have not denounced the agreement, have not withdrawn
their signature, they said some questions have emerged,” he said.
Sudan said earlier this week it was reviewing an agreement to host a Russian
naval base on its Red Sea coast, which was reached by President Omar Al-
Bashir before he was toppled by a popular uprising in 2019.
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Sudan says reviewing naval base deal with RussiaBelarus leader seeks Russian
support amid showdown with EU
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TEGUCIGALPA: Honduras will open an embassy in Jerusalem this month, the
country’s president said Thursday, in a bid to build closer ties with Israel
after decades of operating in Tel Aviv.
The central American nation previously opened a commercial office in
Jerusalem, breaking a decades-long policy of neutrality in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.
Israel is set to open a diplomatic office in Tegucigalpa, Honduras’s capital
city, in response.
“We are going to formalize what we have already carried out step by step,
which is the installation of our embassy in Jerusalem,” President Juan
Orlando Hernandez said.
He added that the move “will empower us on the agricultural side, in the
field of innovation and in the field of tourism.”
Honduras has had difficulty obtaining Covid-19 vaccines to control a pandemic
that has overwhelmed hospitals, but in February obtained 5,000 Moderna jabs
donated by Israel.
The country has the second largest Palestinian community in Latin America,
second only to Chile.
It joins a small but growing number of nations with embassies in Jerusalem,
including the United States, Kosovo, and its central American neighbor
Guatemala.
The status of the city remains one of the biggest flashpoints in the long-
running Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
The Palestinians claim east Jerusalem as the capital of their future state,
and most countries have their embassies in Tel Aviv.
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Turkish ‘sea snot’ plague prompts
cholera fears
Thu, 2021-06-03 21:52

LONDON: A mucus-like substance known as “sea snot” is blanketing the shores
near Istanbul after covering huge areas of the Marmara Sea, threatening sea
life and prompting warnings that it could bring deadly diseases in its wake.

The problem is particularly acute in the Gulf of Izmit, southeast of the
city, with fishermen unable to work because they cannot operate motors or
nets in the sludge.
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The brown, viscous substance is a mixture of fat, carbohydrates and protein
emitted by tiny phytoplankton, which multiply rapidly when chemical
pollutants and sewage are pumped into the water.

It kills sea life by blocking out vital sunlight and, as it sinks, coats the
sea floor and accelerates the decomposition of creatures.

The phytoplankton responsible grow out of control when nutrients such as
nitrogen and phosphorus are widely available in seawater. Rising sea
temperatures add to the problem.

Divers have reported large numbers of fish dying, and say that marine life
has been forced to seek refuge in small holes or other forms of aquatic
shelter.

Experts have also warned that the substance provides fertile ground for
dangerous bacteria, including cholera.

Istanbul has suffered from frequent cholera epidemics in its history. The
most recent, in 1970, left 50 people dead and thousands more infected.

Cholera usually strikes countries with poor sanitation and water hygiene
infrastructure. Victims commonly experience vomiting, diarrhea and muscle
fatigue.

Turkish Environment Minister Murat Kurum said that a 300-strong team had been
sent to tackle the “sea snot” problem.

However, the rapidly multiplying plankton quickly recovered from attempts to
sweep it away.

Muharrem Balci, a marine biology expert at Istanbul University, said: “A
short-term solution is very difficult, I would say impossible.

“The first thing to do is to reduce run-off and associated pollution, then
international cooperation is needed for the improvement and protection of
marine life in the Mediterranean and Black Sea ecosystems, which are
connected to the Marmara Sea through the Turkish straits.”
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Egypt’s local production of Sinovac
vaccine to begin by end of June
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CAIRO: Egypt’s local production of the first batch of the Chinese Sinovac
coronavirus vaccine will start by the end of June, according to Health
Minister Hala Zayed.
Khaled Mujahid, the Ministry of Health and Population’s spokesman, said once
the production of the first batch is completed, it will be sent to the
Egyptian Drug Authority for analysis.
Mujahid said Chinese experts were currently in Egypt to supervise the
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manufacturing process and transfer expertise to both the Egyptian Holding Co.
for Biological Products and Vaccines (VACSERA) and the Egyptian Drug
Authority.
He said Egypt is one of the first countries in the world to manufacture the
Sinovac vaccine following an agreement reached in April, and stressed
clinical trials had been conducted on the jab and that competitive prices
were fixed in the agreement.
Sinovac’s efficacy, he added, was 91 percent based on clinical studies
conducted in Brazil, Chile, Turkey, Indonesia, China, Hong Kong and the
Philippines. Second doses, he said, will be administered 21 days after first
doses.
The ministry has allocated more than 400 centers nationwide and urged
citizens — especially the elderly and those with chronic diseases — to
register to get the jabs.
The government has also approved 179 new facilities to provide doses for
those who work abroad and have filed requests for vaccination.
More details about their locations will be shared on the ministry’s website
to ease the process. Requests for vaccine certificates for travel are also
being addressed.
The ministry announced that mobile medical clinics will be stationed in front
of post offices in all governorates to vaccinate pensioners from the first
until the 10th of each month.
These clinics are equipped with two data entry points to electronically
register pensioners, and devices to check blood pressure and blood sugar
before administering the vaccine.
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US says expecting sixth and further
rounds of Iran nuclear talks
Thu, 2021-06-03 21:38

WASHINGTON: The United States expects to have a sixth round of indirect talks
on reviving compliance with the 2015 Iran nuclear deal and probably more,
US State Department spokesman Ned Price said on Thursday.
The European Union envoy coordinating the talks on Wednesday said he believed
a deal would be struck at the next round starting next week, but other senior
diplomats have said the most difficult decisions still lie ahead.
Price said hurdles remained after the fifth round of talks that concluded on
Wednesday and offered a more cautious outlook than the EU official, even as
he did not rule out the possibility of an agreement in the next round.
“We expect there will be a sixth. I think there’s just about every
expectation that there will be subsequent rounds beyond that,” Price told
reporters. He said the hurdles included the fact that the talks are indirect
– Iran refuses direct discussions with the United States – and the issues
complex.
“There is no lack of distrust between and among Iran and the other partners
and allies with whom we’re working on this,” he added.
Former US President Donald Trump withdrew from the deal in 2018, arguing it
gave Iran excessive sanctions relief for inadequate nuclear curbs.
US President Joe Biden wants to restore the pact’s nuclear limits and, if
possible, extend them.
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