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CAIRO: The United Arab Emirates will suspend travelers from entering the
country from Liberia, Sierra Leone and Namibia on national and foreign
flights from Monday, June 21, Emirates News Agency (WAM) said on Saturday.
WAM said the restrictions would also include transit passengers, with the
exception of transit flights traveling to the UAE and bound for those
countries.
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Israeli airstrikes on Gaza test
patience of Hamas military wings
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GAZA CITY: Gazans had hardly recovered from the sound of the explosions
during the 11-day war between Israel and the Gaza Strip when they returned
less than a month later.

The Israeli bombing of Hamas military training sites in the Gaza Strip on
Thursday night was in response to incendiary and explosive balloons launched
toward neighboring Israeli towns. There were no immediate reports of
casualties.

The helium-filled balloons are intended to set fire to farmland and bush
surrounding the Gaza enclave.

Tensions have remained high since the ceasefire on May 21.

The explosions in the Gaza Strip brought back fears of a military escalation,
especially in light of the Israeli restrictions in place since May.

Israel have kept the two crossings with the Gaza Strip, Kerem Shalom for
commerce and Erez for individuals, semi-closed, only allowing food and some
other items, as well as medical emergencies.

The closure of the two crossings severely affected the daily lives of Gazans,
stopping the flow of goods to shops of all kinds and mail between Gaza and
the West Bank and the outside world, including thousands of passports printed
in Ramallah, as well as visas, making it hard for merchants to travel.

Iman Shaheen, 33, who suffers from breast cancer, said: “I am waiting to get
my passport, the application for which I sent to Ramallah before the war, but
the mail has stopped since then, preventing me from completing the process of
traveling to Jordan for treatment. I follow the news daily and wait
impatiently for the crossing to be re-opened for mail.”

Israel also prevents construction materials from entering the Gaza Strip,
which affects the reconstruction process war, prevents fuel from entering the
power plant and blocks Qatari grants to poor families.

Hamas and Israel reached an agreement to facilitate the entry of Qatari funds
and increase the capacity of the Kerem Shalom crossing, and to allow some
materials that it classifies as dual-use in exchange for stopping the
demonstrations along the border, known as the Great Return March, which
lasted for about two years.
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Hamas spokesman Hazim Qassem tweeted that the bombing of the Gaza Strip “is a
failed attempt to stop the solidarity of our people and the resistance with
the Holy City” (Jerusalem), and to “cover up the unprecedented state of
confusion of the Zionist establishment” by organizing the so-called Flags
March.

Hamas military wings seem to have limited patience over the Israeli bombing.

Khader Habib, an Islamic Jihad official, said that “the resistance factions
informed Egypt in a message that they would respond in kind to any upcoming
military attacks, and would not allow the occupation government (Israel) to
impose its conditions on the resistance or isolate Gaza.

“The joint operations room of the resistance factions has crystallized a
final and unified position to deal with the repetition of Israeli behavior in
the coming days, and it will not hesitate to confront it, whatever the
results.

“The launching of incendiary and explosive balloons from the Gaza Strip
toward Israeli towns is linked to the occupation’s continued imposition of
the siege on the Gaza Strip and its closure of the crossings for more than a
month and a half.”

However, commentators have said that Hamas and the other factions will not be
in a hurry to return to war again.

Mukhaimar Abu Saada, a professor of political science at Al-Azhar University
in Gaza, said: “Hamas needs to restore what was destroyed in the last war,
whether at the level of its military capabilities or the reconstruction of
the Gaza Strip and use this opportunity for funds to enter the Gaza Strip.”

Husam Al-Dajani, a political analyst, said: “The resistance factions do not
want to return to military confrontation again, but if the reality remains
unchanged on the ground, things may escalate in the Gaza Strip.”

Al-Dajani believes that Hamas’ failure to respond to the Israeli bombardment
is “to give the mediators an opportunity to put pressure on Israel and
improve living conditions in the Gaza Strip.”
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fighting‘She screams when someone comes near’: Gaza children in trauma

Iran votes in presidential poll tipped
in hard-liner’s favor
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DUBAI: Iranians voted Friday in a presidential election dominated by a hard-
line protege of Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei after authorities
disqualified nearly all of his strongest competition, leading to what
appeared to be a low turnout fueled by apathy and calls for a boycott.
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Opinion polling by state-linked organizations along with analysts indicated
that judiciary chief Ebrahim Raisi — who is already under US sanctions — was
the front-runner in a field of just four candidates. Former Central Bank
chief, Abdolnasser Hemmati, is running as the race’s moderate candidate but
hasn’t inspired the same support as outgoing President Hassan Rouhani, who is
term-limited from seeking the office again.
By late afternoon, turnout appeared far lower than in Iran’s last
presidential election in 2017. State television offered tight shots of
polling places, several of which seemed to have only a handful of voters in
the election’s early hours.
Those passing by several polling places in Tehran said they similarly saw few
voters. In addition to the disqualifications, voter apathy has also been fed
by the devastated state of the economy and subdued campaigning amid a
monthslong surge in coronavirus cases. In images on state TV, poll workers
wore gloves and masks, and some wiped down ballot boxes with disinfectants.
If elected, Raisi would be the first serving Iranian president sanctioned by
the US government even before entering office over his involvement in the
mass execution of political prisoners in 1988, as well as his time as the
head of Iran’s internationally criticized judiciary — one of the world’s top
executioners.
It also would put hard-liners firmly in control across the Iranian government
as negotiations in Vienna continue to try to save a tattered deal meant to
limit Iran’s nuclear program at a time when Tehran is enriching uranium at
its highest levels ever, though still remains short of weapons-grade levels.
Tensions remain high with both the US and Israel, which is believed to have
carried out a series of attacks targeting Iranian nuclear sites as well as
assassinating the scientist who created its military atomic program decades
earlier.
Whoever wins will likely serve two four-year terms and thus may be at the
helm at what could be one of the most crucial moments for the country in
decades — the death of the 82-year-old Khamenei. Already, speculation has
mounted that Raisi may be a contender for the position, along with Khamenei’s
son, Mojtaba.
Polls opened at 7 a.m. local time for the vote, which has seen widespread
public apathy after a panel overseen by Khamenei barred hundreds of
candidates, including reformists and those aligned with Rouhani. Some,
including former hard-line President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad who had been barred
from this election, urged voters to boycott the poll.
Khamenei cast the first vote from Tehran, urging the public to take part.
“Through the participation of the people the country and the Islamic ruling
system will win great points in the international arena, but the ones who
benefit first are the people themselves,” Khamenei said. “Go ahead, choose
and vote.”
Raisi, wearing a black turban that identifies him in Shiite tradition as a
direct descendant of Islam’s Prophet Muhammad, voted from a mosque in
southern Tehran, waving to those gathered to cast their own ballots. The
cleric acknowledged in comments afterward that some may be “so upset that
they don’t want to vote.”
“I beg everyone, the lovely youths, and all Iranian men and women speaking in
any accent or language from any region and with any political views, to go
and vote and cast their ballots,” Raisi said.



But few appeared to heed the call. There are more than 59 million eligible
voters in Iran, a nation home to over 80 million people. However, the state-
linked Iranian Student Polling Agency has estimated a turnout will be just 44
percent, which would be the lowest ever since the country’s 1979 Islamic
Revolution.
Fears about a low turnout have some warning Iran may be turning away from
being an Islamic Republic — a government with elected civilian leadership
overseen by a supreme leader from its Shiite clergy — to a country more
tightly governed by its supreme leader, who already has final say on all
matters of state and oversees its defense and atomic program.
“This is not acceptable,” said former President Mohammad Khatami, a reformist
who sought to change the theocracy from the inside during his eight years in
office. “How would this conform to being a republic or Islamic?”
As Hemmati voted in Tehran, he was mobbed by journalists and told them that
the Iranian people have the “right to have a peaceful and good life.”
For his part, Khamenei warned of “foreign plots” seeking to depress turnout
in a speech Wednesday. A flyer handed out Wednesday on the streets of Tehran
by hard-liners echoed that and bore the image of Revolutionary Guard Gen.
Qassem Soleimani, who was killed in a US drone strike in 2020. A polling
station was set up by Soleimani’s grave on Friday.
“If we do not vote: Sanctions will be heavier, the US and Israel will be
encouraged to attack Iran,” the leaflet warned. “Iran will be under shadow of
a Syrian-style civil war and the ground will be ready for assassination of
scientists and important figures.”
Some voters appeared to echo that call.
“We cannot leave our destiny in the hands of foreigners and let them decide
for us and create conditions that will be absolutely harmful for us,” Tehran
voter Shahla Pazouki said.
Yet the disqualification of candidates seemed aimed at preventing anyone
other than Raisi from winning the election. Also hurting a moderate like
Hemmati is the public anger aimed at Rouhani, whose signature 2015 nuclear
deal collapsed after then-President Donald Trump unilaterally withdrew
America from the accord in 2018. Iran’s already-ailing economy has suffered
since, with double-digit inflation and mass unemployment.
The vote “is set to be the least competitive election in the Islamic
Republic’s history,” wrote Torbjorn Soltvedt, an analyst at the risk
consultancy firm Verisk Maplecroft. “There will be little need for the more
overt forms of election fraud that characterized the turbulent reelection of
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in 2009.”
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PARIS/BRUSSELS: Criteria for European Union sanctions being prepared for
Lebanese politicians are likely to be corruption, obstructing efforts to form
a government, financial mishandling and human rights abuses, according to a
diplomatic note seen by Reuters.
Led by France, the EU is seeking to ramp up pressure on Lebanon’s squabbling
politicians after 11 months of a crisis that has left Lebanon facing
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financial collapse, hyperinflation, electricity blackouts, and fuel and food
shortages.
The bloc, which has been holding technical discussions on possible measures
for the last month, has yet to decide on which approach to take, but foreign
policy chief Josep Borrell is due in Lebanon this weekend and will report
back to foreign ministers on Monday.
As many senior Lebanese politicians have homes, bank accounts and investments
in the EU, and send their children to universities there, a withdrawal of
that access could help focus minds.
Paris says it has already taken measures to restrict entry for some Lebanese
officials it sees as blocking efforts to tackle the crisis, which is rooted
in decades of state corruption and debt, although it has not named anybody
publicly.
The EU first needs to set up a sanctions regime that could then see
individuals hit by travel bans and asset freezes, although it may also decide
to not list anybody immediately.
The note, which also outlines the strengths and weaknesses of taking such a
measure, focuses on four criteria. It begins with obstructing the
establishment of a government, the political process or the successful
completion of the political transition and then turns to obstructing the
implementation of urgent reforms needed to overcome the political, economic
and social crisis.
Financial mishandling, which would target people, entities or bodies believed
to be responsible for the mismanagement of public finances and the banking
sector, is also a core criteria as is the violation of human rights as a
result of the economic and social crisis.
“It might be argued that the lack of political responsibility of the
leadership in Lebanon is at the core of a massive implosion of the economy,”
the note reads, referring to the possible human rights criteria.
“This has led to significant suffering and has affected the human rights of
the population in Lebanon.”
Such diplomatic notes are common in EU policymaking, circulated among EU
diplomats and officials, although they are not made public.
The note also says an “exit strategy” proposing benchmarks for establishing
whether the sanctions regime has served its purpose as well as for renewing
or lifting individual designations should also be put in place.
How quickly sanctions could be imposed is still unclear, but with political
divisions continuing to worsen, the bloc is likely to press ahead before the
summer holiday period.
There are divisions among the 27 EU states over the wisdom of EU sanctions,
but the bloc’s two main powers, France and Germany are in favor, which is
likely to prove pivotal. A larger group of nations has yet to specify their
approach.
Hungary has publicly denounced EU efforts to pressure Lebanese politicians.
A senior European official told Reuters Paris had set its sights on
sanctioning powerful Christian politician Gebran Bassil, who is already under
US sanctions.
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Lebanon workers go on strike over escalating crisis

UN human rights office demands end to
Houthi offensive in Marib
Fri, 2021-06-18 18:25

LONDON: The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNCHR) has demanded an end
to the Iran-backed Houthis’ assault on Marib in Yemen and criticized their
cross-border missile and drone attacks on Saudi Arabia.

“We are seriously concerned at the continuing impact of fighting on civilians
and the targeting of civilian objects in Marib Governorate in Yemen,” UNCHR
spokesperson Liz Throssell told Arab News in a human rights briefing on
Friday.

https://www.arabnews.com/middleeast
https://www.arabnews.com/tags/eu
https://www.arabnews.com/category/tags/france
https://www.arabnews.com/tags/lebanese-sanctions
https://www.arabnews.com/tags/gerban-bassil
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1879061/middle-east
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1879061/middle-east


“Houthi forces, also known as Ansar Allah, have been trying to seize from the
Yemeni government for several months.”

She highlighted a recent missile and drone attack on a compound, which housed
civilian infrastructure and a mosque. The attack left eight dead and injured
30 more. Ambulances were also targeted during the attack as first responders
were among the injured.

Throssell also pointed to another Houthi atrocity in Marib — the June 5
missile attack on a petrol station — which killed 21 people, including two
children under the age of 13.

“Victims of arbitrary killings, including those amounting to war crimes, have
a right to justice, and perpetrators of such acts, regardless of affiliation,
must be held accountable,” Throssell said.

“We call on all parties in the conflict to respect their obligations under
international humanitarian law, including their obligation to respect the
principles of distinction. It prohibits the targeting of civilians and
civilian objects and infrastructure, as well as the principles of
proportionality and precautions in attack.”

The UN representative also addressed the Houthis’ sustained assault on
neighboring Saudi Arabia.

“Cross-border attacks by Ansar Allah into the territory of Saudi Arabia have
also been continuing,” Throssell said.

“To date, since January, Ansar Allah has launched some 128 drone strikes and
31 ballistic missiles into Saudi Arabia. While the majority of the targets
have been of a military nature, civilian infrastructure, including civilian
airports and industrial facilities, have been hit.”

Yemen, the poorest country in the Arab world, has been embroiled in a bitter
civil war since the Iran-backed Houthi rebels seized power in a 2014 coup. A
Saudi-led coalition then intervened in the conflict on behalf of the UN-
recognized government.

The Kingdom proposed a comprehensive peace plan, which is backed by its
regional and Western partners. The coalition sees an end to the fighting,
supports the delivery of humanitarian aid, and the implementation of a
political solution to the conflict.

However, the Houthis have flouted the agreement and pushed forward in an
attempt to capture the government-held city of Marib — an assault that has
claimed the lives of many civilians.

“We urge all parties in the conflict to go back to the negotiating table and
agree on a nationwide ceasefire,” Throssell said. “As has been repeated time
and again, only a political solution can end this conflict.”
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Houthis fired 55 Iranian-made ballistic missiles at Marib since start of
2021: Yemen information minister8 killed, 27 wounded after Houthis launch
missile, drone strikes on Marib
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