
Houthis accused of torturing prisoners
to death in Yemen
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ALEXANDRIA: The Houthis have been accused of torturing hundreds of prisoners
to death since taking power in late 2014.

Yemen’s Human Rights Ministry said that 350 prisoners, including 33 women,
had died from extreme torture and deliberate medical negligence during the
last seven years. It added that the militia was still using the same harsh
methods on prisoners in areas under their control.

Activists warned inmates were being subjected to human rights abuses in
Houthi-controlled prisons and that they could die if the international
community did not intervene.

In a statement seen by Arab News, the ministry said it had documented 1,635
cases of mental and physical torture, deprivation of life-saving medical
treatment and execution of prisoners in jails controlled by the Houthis in
Sanaa, Hajjah, Thamar and other provinces.

The Mothers of Abductees Association, an umbrella organization for female
relatives of war prisoners, said that its figures of the number of deaths
inside Houthi prisons were close to the government’s figures.

Amat Al-Salam Al-Hajj, the organization’s chairwoman, told Arab News that 319
had died from torture inside Houthi prisons.

The ministry and rights groups said the latest confirmed victim of Houthi
abuse was a prisoner called Mohsen Mohammed Al-Qadhi, who was reportedly
executed inside a Thamar prison last week.

The ministry said he was abducted from his home in Dhamar city a year ago.
Large bruises on his body indicated the physical torture he had been
subjected to.

“This crime is an extension of a series of crimes and grave violations
committed by the Houthi militia against the kidnapped and forcibly displaced
men, women and children in their detention centers, who are subjected to the
worst types of physical and psychological torture,” the ministry said.

Local and international rights groups have demanded independent
investigations into the deaths.

The Geneva-based SAM Organization for Rights and Liberties condemned the
killing of Al-Qadhi and accused the militia of violating international laws
by abusing prisoners.

It disputed the Houthis’ claims that he had died from an unintentional
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shooting.

Rights Radar, a group established in the Netherlands by Yemeni activists,
also called for an independent probe into his death.

Former prisoners and former officials at Houthi-controlled prisons told Arab
News that prisoner abuse was rife, saying they had heard stories of many
prisoners committing suicide to escape horrific treatment.

Essam Balghaith, a Yemeni journalist who was released from a Houthi jail
during a prisoner swap, said torture was widespread and that many inmates
tried to kill themselves as they could not bear torture.

“I heard about many cases of suicide attempts by prisoners due to extreme
torture,” he told Arab News. “I witnessed the death of a prisoner who was
brutally tortured and deprived of medication.”

Ahmed Arman, Yemen’s minister of human rights, urged international rights
groups to expose Houthi crimes against prisoners and pressure the rebels to
release them.

“The international community and international organizations that work in
Yemen must be transparent about Houthi violations and crimes,” he told Arab
News.
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intercepts drone launched by Houthis toward Saudi Arabia

Israel’s top court postpones making
decision on eviction of Jerusalemites
Author: 
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AMMAN: The Israeli Supreme Court has postponed a ruling on the case of four
Palestinian families who are fighting eviction orders from their homes in the
Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood.

The court held a hearing on the case of the Palestinian families facing
expulsion by Israeli settlers in annexed east Jerusalem, an issue that was
part of the start of the violent conflict in May.

Previous attempts by the court to make the families stay as protected tenants
were rejected by the Palestinians through their lawyers.

A senior Palestinian government official intimately involved in the case told
Arab News on condition of anonymity that the documents presented by the
Jordanian government in recent days were a game-changer.

“The authenticated documents presented by the government of Jordan showing
that the Palestinian homes were about to be registered when the 1967 war took
place apparently complicated the attempts by the Israeli court to rule in
favor of the Jewish settlers.

“Jordan’s latest documents were the game-changer in this case,” the source
told Arab News.

They added: “It is very difficult now for the Israeli government to justify
this ethnic cleansing of homes built by the Jordanian government in agreement
with the UN for the Palestinians of Sheikh Jarrah.”

The decision late on Monday followed day-long protests outside the west
Jerusalem court building,

Protesters raised signs in Arabic, English and Hebrew calling for “justice”
to Sheikh Jarrah, demand an “end to the Israeli apartheid regime” and stating
“we are not leaving our land.”

Jerusalem Orthodox Bishop Atallah Hanna told Arab News that the delay was
made to keep the story quiet.
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“It may take a month or two but the postponement does not mean cancellation
of the eviction order. They might surprise us with something else at a later
stage.”

Jamal Dajani, former director of communications in the office of the
Palestinian prime minister, told Arab News that the postponement is due to
the success of the daily demonstrations, international media, social media,
and political pressure.

“The concern is that the Israeli authorities are just kicking the can down
the road, waiting for the right moment … to evict the Palestinian families.
The pressure must continue and activists must remain vigilant.”

Dajani, an east Jerusalem resident, said that what is needed is a
cancellation, not postponements.  

“A fair and just ruling would be to cancel eviction orders — I’m afraid that
this is just a temporary band-aid.”

Sami Abu Shehadeh, a member of the Israeli Knesset, is the head of the
Balad/Tajamu party. The member of the Israeli Parliament for the Joint List
tweeted that any decision regarding Sheikh Jarrah must take into
consideration that east Jerusalem is occupied, that settlements are war
crimes and that Israeli laws negate restitution of pre-1948 Palestinian
property.

Shehadeh, who is a Palestinian historian, said that the solution is simple:
“Respect international law, end the occupation and achieve equal rights.”
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At least 40 Houthi fighters killed in
fierce Marib fighting
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ALEXANDRIA: Dozens of Houthi fighters in Yemen have been killed in fierce
fighting with government forces during the past 24 hours in the provinces of
Marib, Lahj, Jouf and Al-Bayda, army officials and tribal leaders said on
Sunday.
At least 40 Houthis were killed on Saturday and Sunday in Rahabah district,
south of Marib city, when government troops pushed back their assault in
mountainous areas in the district, Col. Yahiya Al-Hatemi, director of Yemen
Army’s military media, told Arab News.
The Yemeni military official said that the army and allied tribesmen, backed
air support from the Arab coalition, mounted a counteroffensive in the
district and managed to seize control of a mountain and weapons left behind
by Houthi fighters.
Warplanes conducted several aid raids in Marib province, targeting military
vehicles carrying fighters and weapons heading to the battlefields.
Tribesmen reported seeing at least two military vehicles catching fire after
being hit by the warplanes in Marib province.
By expelling the Houthis from Al-Abzakh mountain, loyalists would have
control over a large swathe of land south of Marib and would effectively push
away the Houthi threat to Marib city from the south.
Despite their losses in the south, the Houthis continued to aggressively
attack government forces in areas west of Marib city, local media said.
The Houthis mounted attacks on government forces in the Al-Mashjah and Al-
Kasara regions, but failed to make any territorial gains.
Thousands of people have been killed in the province of Marib since February
when the Houthis renewed a major offensive to control the strategic city of
Marib.
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Houthis have ignored many local and international calls to cease their
offensive and comply with peace efforts to end the war in Yemen.
In the neighboring Jouf province, state media quoted Brig. Mohammed Al-Hajji,
an army commander, as saying that army troops and tribesmen on Sunday
repulsed a Houthi offensive on government-controlled locations in Al-Jadafer,
east of Jouf province, and adding that the rebels were forced to retreat
after suffering “heavy” losses.
Fighting also occurred in borders between Lahj and Al-Bayda provinces where
the Houthis attacked an area controlled by forces loyal to the Southern
Transitional Council.
Local media said that a government soldier and several Houthis were killed
during the failed Houthi attack in the Senah area of Lahj province. Tribesmen
on Sunday attacked the Houthi areas in Al-Souma district, west of Al-Bayda
province.
Coronavirus
Coronavirus cases continue to fluctuate across government-controlled
provinces in Yemen, with the Aden-based National Coronavirus Committee on
Sunday recording nine new cases and one death, compared with three new cases
and zero deaths on Saturday.
On Friday, the committee announced the recording of 16 new cases and one
death.
The total number of confirmed cases in liberated areas is 7,070, including
1,377 deaths and 4,200 recoveries. Local health officials believe that the
surging numbers of cases might represent a new wave of the pandemic.
“The epidemiological situation is worrying, as cases have begun to surge,”
Dr. Ahmed Mansour, a health official in the southern city of Taiz, told Arab
News by telephone.
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Egypt COVID-19 vaccine to begin
distribution in mid-August
Author: 
Sun, 2021-08-01 21:12

CAIRO: The first 10 million doses of Egypt’s coronavirus vaccine Vaccera
Sinovac will be distributed in mid-August to more than 500 centers
nationwide, the Ministry of Health and Population has announced.

People will be able to receive certificates proving they have been vaccinated
through 126 government offices, said Health and Population Minister Hala
Zayed.

The certificates are accredited and insured, and carry a unique QR code that
will contain the holder’s data, photo and vaccination status, she added.

The ministry is also finalizing an Egyptian Health Passport app to be used in
airports.

Zayed stressed the need to continue adhering to the required precautionary
and preventative measures, and to stay away from large gatherings.
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Five dead in ambush on Hezbollah
mourners south of Beirut
Sun, 2021-08-01 17:52

LONDON: At least five people including three Hezbollah members were killed in
Khalde, south of Beirut on Sunday when a funeral for a party member was
ambushed.
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Several people were wounded in the exchange of fire in the Khalde area
between members of the Lebanese Shiite group and Sunni residents, after a
funeral for Ali Shibli was attacked.

Shibli was killed the night before.

Sectarian tensions have long flared in Khalde between the town’s mixed
Shi’ite and Sunni residents.

 

Footage of a video broadcast on Hezbollah’s Manar TV channel showed a volley
of gunfire being fired on the convoy of mourners arriving at the home of
Shibli.

Iranian-backed Hezbollah urged the Lebanese authorities to pursue the
culprits saying the incident reflected lawlessness and bigotry.

Prime minister-designate Najib Mikati appealed for “restraint” and warned
against confessional “discord”.
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