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LONDON: The US on Thursday called for the Houthi militia in Yemen to
immediately release American embassy staff recently detained in Sanaa.

At least 25 local employees for the embassy and the US Agency for
International Development were detained in recent weeks by the Iran-backed
group, Bloomberg reported on Tuesday.

The embassy was shuttered in 2015 shortly after the Houthis seized the
capital and much of northern Yemen, sparking the conflict.

The Houthis recently raided the embassy compound and removed some of the
property.

A State Department spokesperson said most of the staff had been released but
some remained detained.

“We are concerned that Yemeni staff of the US Embassy in Sanaa continue to be
detained without explanation and we call for their immediate release,” the
spokesperson said.

The Houthis must “immediately vacate” the embassy and “return all seized
property,” they added. “The US government will continue its diplomatic
efforts to secure the release of our staff and the vacating of our compound,
including through our international partners.”
On Tuesday, State Department Spokesman Ned Price said he did not have details
on why the staff had been detained at this time.

“We are extremely concerned by reports of detentions of some of our local
Yemeni employees in Sanaa, and we call for their immediate release,” he said
during a press briefing.

The detentions emerged as Cathy Westley, the top American diplomat at the
Yemen embassy, which is now based in Saudi Arabia, visited government held
Aden on Monday.
She traveled with the US special envoy to Yemen Tim Lenderking, who was on
his first trip to the country.
They met Prime Minister Maeen Abdulmalek Saeed and several other officials
for talks on the conflict.

Lenderking has been tasked with finding a resolution to the war between the
Iran-backed Houthis and government troops supported by an Arab coalition.

https://www.arabnews.com/node/1966481/middle-east
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1966481/middle-east


Main category: 
Middle-East
Tags: 
Yemen
Tim Lenderking
Cathy Westley
Houthis

Rights watchdog condemns the killing of pregnant Yemeni journalistPrince
Khalid reviews Yemen developments with US envoy

Arab coalition warplanes hit military
locations in Houthi-held Sanaa, Saada
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Thu, 2021-11-11 22:48

AL-MUKALLA: Arab coalition warplanes on Wednesday night struck Houthi-
controlled military sites in the Yemeni capital and Saada province, as
government forces on the ground fought to push back the militia from Marib
province.
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Coalition spokesman Brig. Gen. Turki Al-Maliki said military sites were
targeted in Sanaa and Saada, where ballistic missiles, weapons and explosive-
rigged drones are stored and assembled. He vowed to launch more airstrikes if
the Houthis did not halt their cross-border attacks.

“The militia’s cross-border attacks are absurd, and we continue to exercise
restraint,” Al-Maliki said.

Sanaa residents said that large explosions rocked the city as the warplanes
hit Al- Sawad military base and other locations.

The Houthis have recently escalated missile and drones attacks on government-
controlled areas in Yemen and on Saudi Arabia.

On Wednesday, three missiles struck the western Yemeni city of Mocha as local
officials were preparing to meet the UN’s Yemen envoy.

Saudi air defenses have shot down explosive-rigged drones and ballistic
missiles fired by the Houthis toward the Kingdom.

The coalition’s aerial bombardment of Houthi targets came as troops on
Wednesday and Thursday fought in flashpoints outside the strategic central
city of Marib.

Yemen’s Defense Ministry said that army troops and allied tribesmen had
attacked Houthi military gatherings and reinforcements in contested areas
south and west of Marib city such as Al-Kasara.

Dozens of Houthis were reportedly killed or wounded during government
counterattacks as coalition warplanes struck the Houthis’ military equipment
and locations in Marib province.

In Marib, the government’s Executive Unit for IDP Camps said the number of
displaced people from Marib’s southern districts had increased to 90,000
since September, when the Houthis started attacking Abedia, Juba, Rahabah and
Hareb.

Last week, the same government body said more than 70,000 people were forced
to leave their homes and displacement camps in those districts and take
shelter in the city of Marib and Al-Wadi district.  

UN Yemen envoy Hans Grundberg said Thursday he had witnessed the impact of
the fighting and the Houthi blockade on civilians in the besieged city of
Taiz.

He called on the country’s warring factions to de-escalate and comply with
peace efforts.

“These visits have given me a first-hand experience of the impact of the
conflict on civilians in Taiz, including the difficulties they face moving
through their daily lives,” Grundberg said, after concluding a visit to
government-controlled areas in Taiz province. “It has also given me the
opportunity to hear directly from Yemeni men, women and young people on how a



UN-led political process can help to address the situation in Taiz as part of
a sustainable solution to the conflict in Yemen.”
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Palestinian PM hopeful that US
Consulate will reopen in Jerusalem
Thu, 2021-11-11 02:43

RAMALLAH: Palestinian Prime Minister Mohammed Shtayyeh on Wednesday said he
hopes US President Joe Biden will keep promises his administration has made
to the Palestinian people, including a pledge to reopen the American
Consulate in Jerusalem.
He also talked about the difficulties the Palestinian Authority is facing,
politically and financially. He spoke of his hope for change but presented
little in the way of practical evidence that this coming, saying only: “There
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are promises.”
Shtayyeh added: “There are American promises related to reopening the
American Consulate in Jerusalem, and we hope that they will be implemented.”
Former US President Donald Trump’s administration closed the consulate,
Washington’s diplomatic mission to the Palestinians, in 2018 when it moved
the US Embassy to Jerusalem from Tel Aviv. When he took office in January
this year, Biden said he would reopen the consulate but this has yet to
happen.
Shtayyeh rejected Israeli proposals to reopen the consulate in Ramallah
instead of Jerusalem, saying: “Ramallah is not the capital of Palestine.
Ramallah is not Jerusalem and will not be.”
Speaking during a briefing of the foreign press, attended by Arab News,
Shtayyeh also denied reports of a US initiative to form a Palestinian unity
government.
The Israeli i24 news channel had reported that the Biden administration is
planning an initiative to assemble a new government that would include
ministers from Hamas and Fatah in an attempt to heal divisions.
The prime minister also criticized a recent announcement by Israeli
authorities of plans to build more new settlement units in the West Bank, and
called on the US and European nations to help preserve the two-state solution
by putting pressure on Israel to halt its plans.
“Israel is waging three wars against us: A war against geography, through
land confiscation; a war against the population, which is represented in the
Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood; and its war against Palestinian money, through
deductions from Palestinian revenues,” he said

HIGHLIGHT

Mohammed Shtayyeh said ‘there are American promises’ to restore the mission
‘and we hope that they will be implemented.’

Shtayyeh accused Israel of illegally confiscating between 220 million ($70.6
million) and 250 million shekels a month without any independent financial
audit.

“We are bleeding, financially,” he added.

He said the Palestinian Authority is facing a financial deficit as a result
of the Israeli actions, a decline in international and Arab funding in the
past two years, and the decline in the local economy as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic. In the meantime, spending requirements remain the same
despite the lack of finance, he added.

“We are carrying out our obligations, supporting the Gaza Strip and helping
Jerusalem, as well as in different areas where the Palestinians are,” said
Shtayyeh.

Some press reports have suggested that the Palestinian government might
reduce the salaries of public-sector workers in an attempt to address the
financial crisis.



“We hope that next year will be better,” Shtayyeh said. “There are Arab
promises to resume support from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Qatar, as well as
Algeria.”

Regarding the possibility of resuming the political process for negotiations
between the Palestinians and Israelis, he said that there is no practical
progress on this front.

“There is a political vacuum,” he added. “There is no political initiative to
fill this vacuum and the US administration must abide by its promises that
were included in the phone call between President Biden and President Mahmoud
Abbas.”

Shtayyeh accused the Israeli government of refusing to engage in efforts to
achieve peace, after comments by Prime Minister Naftali Bennett dismissing
any possibility of a Palestinian state.

Asked about a reported sharp decline in the popularity of the Palestinian
Authority among Palestinians, he said: “The failure to achieve any political
result on the ground as a result of Israeli policies is undoubtedly limiting
popularity.

“We know what tickles the sentiments of the general public but we are not
looking for popularity; we have a national political vision that we are
striving for.”
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‘No magic wand’ to resolve Lebanon’s
economic crisis
Thu, 2021-11-11 02:37

BEIRUT: The Lebanese government does not have a “magic wand” to resolve the
country’s economic crisis, Prime Minister Najib Mikati said Wednesday, as he
expressed sympathy for people’s hardships.
He made the remarks after visiting the Greek Orthodox Metropolitan Bishop of
Beirut Elias Audi, also speaking about the problems dogging the probe into
last year’s deadly port explosion.
There are demands from Hezbollah and the Amal Movement for Judge Tarek Bitar
to be removed from the blast investigation, with both boycotting Cabinet
sessions until he is dropped. The prime minister has replaced Cabinet
sessions with mini-ministerial meetings to address vital issues.   
“We have no magic wand,” Mikati said, answering calls to activate the
government’s role in saving Lebanon from the economic crisis. “We feel the
citizens’ concerns and we seek to alleviate some burdens, especially the
living conditions.”
He added that the Lebanese judiciary needed to assume its role fairly and
adopt unified laws so that a result could be reached. “We support keeping
Bitar in charge and we do not interfere in the judiciary.”
On Tuesday, a group of female activists stormed the Justice Palace in Beirut
and sealed the office of Judge Habib Mezher in protest against his “illegal
attempt to remove Bitar from the case and take over the confidential
investigations.”
The Lebanese Judges Club urged politicians to stop interfering in the
judiciary for the country’s sake, so that the judicial process could take its
course without any abuse. “Otherwise, history will not be merciful,” it said.
Lebanon is also dealing with the ongoing diplomatic fallout resulting from
the information minister’s comments about the war in Yemen.
The Arab League’s attempt to mend fences between Lebanon and Saudi Arabia has
failed, after the body’s assistant secretary-general Hossam Zaki tried to
mediate.

We have no magic wand. We feel the citizens’ concerns and we seek
to alleviate some burdens, especially the living conditions.

Najib Mikati

Hezbollah insists that Information Minister George Kordahi should not resign
over the remarks.
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Mikati reiterated that the brotherly ties between Lebanon and the Gulf states
were a priority and he once again called on the minister to resign, stressing
that “supreme national interest, in political affairs and in international
relations, must prevail over factional and personal interests.”
He met Lebanon’s ambassadors to Saudi Arabia and Bahrain, Fawzi Kabbara and
Miled Nammour, on Wednesday. They returned to Lebanon after the two Gulf
countries ordered them to leave.
The two ambassadors expressed their fear of this crisis affecting the future
of bilateral relations with the Gulf states and its repercussions on the
interests of Lebanese expat communities.
They told Mikati that, upon their departure, Saudi and Bahraini officials had
assured them of their deep concern for the close ties with Lebanon and for
the solid friendship that bound them to the Lebanese people.
Both stressed it would be harder to restore ties the more time that passed.
Al-Qabas newspaper, quoting a Kuwaiti security source on Wednesday, reported:
“The Kuwaiti Ministry of Interior has stopped issuing all kinds of visas to
the Lebanese, until further notice, against the backdrop of the recent
diplomatic crisis between the Gulf Cooperation Council countries and
Lebanon.”
The source told the newspaper: “Lebanese with Kuwaiti residency are not
included in the decision, and they have the right to return to the country.
Visitor visas for families, tourists, businessmen and government officials,
as well as work visas, will no longer be granted.”
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Lebanon is crowned

Houthi missiles hit Mocha as UN Yemen
envoy visits city
Thu, 2021-11-11 02:31

AL-MUKALLA: Three missiles fired by the Iran-backed Houthis on Wednesday
struck Yemen’s Red Sea port city of Mocha during a visit by the UN’s special
envoy to the country.

Residents claimed three large explosions had rocked areas on the edge of the
city, causing damage to private properties.
“The missiles hit areas close to farms and residential areas on the city’s
outskirts. I think the missiles were aimed at a security facility in Mocha,”
an official, who wished to remain anonymous, said.
UN Special Envoy for Yemen Hans Grundberg was reportedly in Mocha meeting
with local officials, political leaders, and civil society representatives
when the aerial attacks took place on Wednesday morning.
His discussions had centered around the humanitarian crisis in the Red Sea
area, growing displacements, and the impact of Houthi attacks on peace and
public facilities. The UN ambassador also held talks with Brig. Gen. Tareq
Mohammed Saleh, nephew of former Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh, and
commander of the National Resistance in the country’s western coast, on
efforts to end the war.
In September, the Houthis launched a number of missiles and explosive-rigged
drones toward Mocha port as officials were preparing to reopen the strategic
dock. The strikes damaged parts of the newly repaired infrastructure,
disrupting traffic and the reopening ceremony.
On Tuesday, during a rare visit by a UN official to the besieged city of
Taiz, Grundberg met with the governor of Taiz and local political party
leaders.
On his trip to Taiz, the envoy said: “We see people that are having their
freedom of movement severely restricted; we see people that are affected by
the declining economic situation, the frequent interruptions in the delivery
of basic services like water and electricity, and a general state of
insecurity.”

BACKGROUND

UN Special Envoy for Yemen Hans Grundberg was reportedly in Mocha meeting
with local officials, political leaders, and civil society representatives
when the aerial attacks took place on Wednesday morning.
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The Houthi missile strikes on Mocha came hours after the group’s officials
had slammed Grundberg for visiting government-controlled areas, accusing him
of giving a morale boost to it opponents.
Abdul Kader Al-Murtadha, head of the Houthi prisoner exchange committee,
tweeted that the UN envoy had failed to broker a new prisoner swap between
the movement and the Yemeni government. “It is clear that his mission is to
conduct some visits to the mercenaries’ areas to raise their morale more than
anything else,” Al-Murtagh said.
The UN Security Council on Tuesday imposed sanctions on three Houthi military
leaders, accusing them of undermining peace and stability in Yemen and
committing humanitarian abuses.
The council’s 2140 Yemen Sanctions Committee added Saleh Mesfer Saleh Al-
Shaer, Muhammad Abd Al-Karim Al-Ghamari, and commander of the Houthi 5th
Military Region, Yusuf Al-Madani, bringing the total number of blacklisted
Yemeni figures to nine.
The three leaders were blacklisted for their alleged roles in orchestrating
systematic human rights crimes, including the arbitrary abductions of
opponents and activists, commanding military units that shelled and attacked
Yemeni cities including Marib, and smuggling weapons.
 The committee said: “As of 2021, Al-Madani was assigned to the offensive
targeting Marib. Persistent Houthi repositioning and other violations of the
ceasefire provisions of the Hodeidah Agreement have destabilized a city that
serves as a critical thoroughfare for humanitarian and essential commercial
commodities.”
Al-Shaer, Al-Ghamari, and Al-Madani are included on the Arab coalition’s list
of most wanted Houthi leaders.
Meanwhile, the killing of a pregnant journalist in the port city of Aden on
Tuesday was condemned by local Yemeni officials and foreign envoys who
demanded that the perpetrators be brought to justice.

Yemeni writer Rasha Al-Harazi and her husband Mahmoud Al-Atemi, also a
journalist, were in their car when a blast ripped through it, killing her and
critically wounding Al-Atemi.

The Yemeni Journalists Syndicate described her death as “an unprecedented
horrific crime,” and called on local authorities in Aden to launch an
immediate probe into the incident.

Yemeni Prime Minister Maeen Abdulmalik Saeed said he had ordered an
investigation by security authorities, and he vowed to put an end to
terrorism.
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