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CAIRO: A third of the people in the 420-million-strong Arab world do not have
enough to eat, the UN said on Thursday, highlighting that 69 million suffered
from malnutrition last year.

In a report, the world body’s Food and Agriculture Organization said that
between 2019 and 2020, the number of malnourished in the Arab world rose by
4.8 million people to 69 million, nearly 16 percent of the population.

“The increase in the levels of undernourishment has occurred across all
income levels, in conflict-affected as well as nonconflict countries,” the
FAO said.

“In addition, nearly 141 million people did not have access to adequate food
in 2020 — an increase of more than 10 million people since 2019.”

It said the COVID-19 pandemic “brought another major shock,” with the number
of undernourished people in the region increasing by 4.8 million compared
with 2019.

Conflict-hit Somalia and Yemen remained the worst-affected countries last
year, with nearly 60 percent of Somalis going hungry and more than 45 percent
of Yemenis undernourished.

“Yemen had the highest prevalence of anemia in 2020, affecting 61.5 percent
of women of reproductive age,” it said.

The FAO said hunger has increased by 91.1 percent in the Arab world over the
past two decades.

“Rates of stunting (20.5 percent) and overweight (10.7 percent) among
children under five years of age were high in 2020,” the FAO noted.

It said adult obesity, especially in the richer Arab states, was also on the
rise.

“The latest year estimate for the Arab region shows that 28.8 percent of the
adult population was obese, i.e. more than double the global average of 13.1
percent.

“High-income countries exhibited the highest prevalence of adult obesity in
the region whereas the low-income countries had the lowest levels.”
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WASHINGTON: A drone that threatened a base with US and partner forces in
southern Syria was shot down by a British fighter jet with the Western anti-
Daesh coalition, the Pentagon said Thursday.
The US Central Command said that two “unmanned aerial systems” had flown
toward the Al-Tanf desert garrison near the Syrian border with Iraq and
Jordan late Tuesday.
“As one of the UAS continued its course deeper into the Al-Tanf Deconfliction
Zone, it was assessed as demonstrating hostile intent and was shot down,”
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said Bill Urban, spokesman for the US Central Command.
The second drone was not attacked and “likely left the area,” Urban said in a
statement.
The British defense ministry said the drone was downed by a missile from a
Royal Air Force Typhoon, the first-ever air-to-air engagement by one of the
British fighter jets.
The small size of the drone made it a “very challenging target,” the ministry
said.
But officials did not say if it was armed or not.
“This strike is an impressive demonstration of the RAF’s ability to take out
hostile targets in the air which pose a threat to our forces,” said British
Defense Secretary Ben Wallace.
Neither the United States nor the British would say who launched the drones
toward the base.
The Pentagon has blamed drone attacks on US forces in Iraq over the past
years on Iran-backed militia groups.
Iran-backed forces are deployed in close proximity to Al-Tanf, which sits on
the strategically important Baghdad-Damascus highway.
In October the base came under attack by artillery fire and drones.
“We know that this is an increasingly used and increasingly potentially
lethal threat that these Iran-backed militia groups are using, the use of
drones,” Pentagon spokesman John Kirby said Thursday.
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Israeli missile strike kills soldier in Syria, state media saysArab coalition
begins legal steps to revoke immunity after Houthi missiles target Riyadh

Watchdog says UN monitors needed in
violence-hit Darfur
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CAIRO: A human rights watchdog urged the UN on Wednesday to deploy monitors
to Sudan’s western region of Darfur, where a surge in tribal clashes has
killed more than 180 people since October.

Human Rights Watch said in a statement that the monitors should include
experts on gender-based crimes, a year after the UN Security Council ended
the mandate of a peacekeeping mission known as UNAMID in Darfur.

The violence between Arabs and non-Arabs in the war-wrecked region came as
Sudan plunged into upheaval after an October military coup that removed Prime
Minister Abdalla Hamdok’s government.

Though Hamdok was reinstated last month in a deal with the military, Sudan’s
pro-democracy movement has rejected the settlement and insists on a
transition led by a purely civilian government.

Mohamed Osman, HRW’s Sudan researcher, said tribal clashes over the past year
in Darfur have left “a trail of devastation” in the region.

At least 183 people were killed, and dozens wounded since October, with
thousands displaced and some crossing into neighboring Chad.

Osman called the latest violence a “stark wake-up call” for the international
community to act.

“The UN’s priority should now be to ramp up human rights monitoring and
ensure rigorous scrutiny of Sudan’s efforts to protect millions of Darfuris,”
he said.

The Security Council terminated the UNAMID on Dec. 31, 2020 and replaced it
with a much smaller and solely political mission, whose mandate will be ended
in June next year. HRW said the departure of UNAMID has caused a “gap in
monitoring the abuses” fueled by impunity for atrocities committed in Darfur.
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Lack of jobs, crisis drive Iraqi Kurds
to migrate
Thu, 2021-12-16 00:32

RANYA, Iraq: The specter of unemployment haunts both students and teachers at
universities in northern Iraq. Many speak of growing numbers of empty seats
in classrooms across the semi-autonomous Kurdish region — seats once occupied
by students who have left for Europe.

Those who remain, like 21-year-old law student Zhewar Karzan, are making
plans to leave.
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He sees no future at home, in the town of Ranya, nestled among picturesque
mountains, rivers and Lake Dukan, the Iraqi Kurdish region’s largest lake. A
college degree provides no guarantee of a job, and his parents struggle to
pay the bills, he said.

Come spring, Karzan plans to try his luck and leave with other hopeful
migrants. His brother Jiyar, who in 2016 paid a smuggler to take him to Italy
from Turkey, eventually reached Britain and now supports the entire family
back home while working in a pizza restaurant.

“I will join him,” said Karzan.

Iraqi Kurdish youth face a tough choice: Endure unemployment and corruption
at home, or try to sneak into Europe at the risk of financial ruin, or even
death during the perilous journey.

Though there are no firm statistics, a substantial number of young Iraqi
Kurds are believed to have left, seeing no hope in their country. Meanwhile,
students who stayed are struggling to get motivated because getting an
education is no longer a sure path to a job.

Across the Middle East, struggling economies have failed to keep pace with
growing populations. In the three Iraqi Kurdish provinces, between 43,000 to
54,000 jobs would need to be created every year to absorb new waves of young
people joining the labor force, according to UN estimates.

The gap between tepid economic growth and a “youth bulge” has led to
persistently high unemployment. Among Iraqi Kurds between the ages of 15 and
29, it’s 24 percent for men and 69 percent for women, according to a UN
survey.
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UN chief says cross-border aid to
Syria rebel bastion vital
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NEW YORK: Cross-border humanitarian aid to Syria remains vital, the United
Nations Secretary-General said in an internal report Tuesday, as a UN
authorization allowing aid into rebel-held areas in the country’s northwest
without approval from Damascus is set to expire.

A rare moment of cooperation between the US and Russia in July allowed for a
six-month extension of activity at Bab Al-Hawa, the only border crossing
through which aid reaches the rebel stronghold of Idlib province. That
authorization is due to expire on Jan. 10.

“Cross-border assistance remains lifesaving for millions of people in need in
north-west Syria,” Antonio Guterres said in a confidential document obtained
by AFP, adding that over four million people were in need of crucial
assistance across the country.

The US and several European nations believe the UN authorization for the
crossing between Syria and Turkey should renew automatically for an
additional six months, without the need for a new vote.

But Russia, a key ally to the Damascus regime, has previously opposed the
move, invoking Syrian sovereignty.

Moscow has linked any potential extension to Tuesday’s report, as well as a
possible new vote.

The cross-border mechanism has been operating since 2020 through Bab Al-Hawa,
after the Russian-imposed removal in 2019 of three other access points in
Syria.

BACKGROUND

A rare moment of cooperation between the US and Russia in July allowed for a
six-month extension of activity at Bab Al-Hawa, the only border crossing
through which aid reaches the rebel stronghold of Idlib province. That
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authorization is due to expire on Jan. 10.

In Tuesday’s document, the UN chief refers to another project for
humanitarian operations, this time across the front lines, to reach Idlib.

“If implemented, this plan will make operations across the front lines more
predictable and effective,” Guterres noted.

However, he insisted upon the importance of the Bab Al-Hawa crossing.

“At this point such cross-line convoys, even if deployed regularly, could not
replicate the size and scope of the cross-border operation,” he said.

Guterres said some 4.5 million people in Syria need help this winter, up 12
percent from the previous year, because of the economic crisis and the global
pandemic.

Only 2.9 percent of the Syrian population is fully vaccinated, according to
the report.

More than 3 million people live in Idlib province, much of which is
controlled by jihadists and allied rebels.

In June, the UN said around 2.4 million people there were in need of
humanitarian aid.
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