
Erdogan plays up diplomatic gains with
eye on elections
Tue, 2022-08-09 23:11

ANKARA: A series of diplomatic wins, capped by the deal to resume Ukraine’s
grain exports, provides some respite for President Tayyip Erdogan from
Turkey’s economic strife and offers a blueprint of his campaign strategy for
elections due next year.

As he prepares for what is shaping up to be the biggest electoral challenge
of his nearly 20-year rule, the president is playing up his achievements on
the global stage.
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Israel concerned over Russian push to
ban Jewish non-profit group
Tue, 2022-08-09 23:03

JERUSALEM: Israeli President Isaac Herzog spoke with Russian President
Vladimir Putin on Tuesday about Russia’s attempt to ban the world’s biggest
Jewish nonprofit group, which helps Jews move to Israel.
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Russia’s Justice Ministry is seeking to liquidate the Russian branch of the
Jewish Agency for Israel for alleged breaches of privacy laws.

Some Israeli politicians have expressed concern that Russia may be
retaliating for Israel’s criticism of its invasion of Ukraine, and about the
effect that bilateral tensions might have on Russia’s own Jewish community.
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Protests in Iraq over power cuts
Tue, 2022-08-09 01:37

JEDDAH: Demonstrators in the southern Iraqi province of Basra blocked roads
on Monday in protests over power cuts that left many without electricity in
50C heat.

People took to the streets and burned tires, blocking the main road to the
provincial capital. Meanwhile followers of powerful Shiite cleric Muqtada Al-
Sadr continued a sit-in outside the Iraqi parliament building to demand early
elections. Demonstrators in Basra said they supported Sadr’s protest and were
tired of government corruption.
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Battered Gaza counts the cost as
three-day Israeli assault kills 44
Tue, 2022-08-09 01:37

GAZA CITY: Gazans on Monday buried their dead, combed through the rubble of
their homes and counted the cost of another violent Israeli onslaught.

At least 44 Palestinians, including four women and 15 children, were killed
in the three-day bombardment, and more than 350 were injured. Eighteen homes
were completely destroyed, 1,675 were damaged  and 71 were made
uninhabitable.

The attack began on Friday when Israel launched an aerial and artillery
bombardment of Islamic Jihad positions, the biggest assault since Israel’s
11-day war on Gaza last year.
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Former Israeli health minister
sentenced over student abuse case
Mon, 2022-08-08 23:11

JERUSALEM: An Israeli court sentenced a former health minister to probation
and a fine on Monday for obstructing justice in connection with the
protracted extradition case against a former teacher accused of sexually
abusing her students in Australia.

Yaakov Litzman, a former health minister and longtime ally of former Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, resigned from parliament earlier this year after
striking a plea deal with prosecutors.
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