
Iraq’s Garden of Eden now ‘like a
desert’
Thu, 2022-08-18 00:30

HUWAIZAH MARSHES, Iraq: To feed and cool his buffaloes, Hashem Gassed must
cross 10 kilometers (6 miles) of sunburnt land in southern Iraq, where
drought is devastating swaths of the mythical Mesopotamian Marshes.

The reputed home of the biblical Garden of Eden, Iraq’s swamplands have been
battered by three years of drought and low rainfall, as well as reduced water
flows along rivers and tributaries originating in neighboring Turkey and
Iran.
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RABAT: A bus crash east of Morocco’s economic capital Casablanca on Wednesday
left 23 people dead, a health official said, marking one of the deadliest
such accidents in recent years.
The bus overturned on a bend of a motorway in Khouribga province in the
morning, local authorities said, giving an initial toll of 15 dead.
Regional health director Rochdi Kaddar later revised the death toll up to 23,
telling AFP that another 36 people were injured in the crash.
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Palestinian President Abbas skirts
apology for Munich attack
Wed, 2022-08-17 01:26

BERLIN: Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas expressed no regret Tuesday for
the deadly attack by Palestinian militants on Israeli athletes at the Munich
Olympics a half century ago, countering that Israel had committed “50
Holocausts” against Palestinians over the years.
Eleven Israeli athletes and a German police officer died after members of the
Palestinian militant group Black September took hostages at the Olympic
Village on Sept. 5, 1972. At the time of the attack, the group was linked to
Abbas’ Fatah party.
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Tunisia intercepts nearly 100 Europe-
bound migrants
Tue, 2022-08-16 23:31

TUNIS: Tunisia said Tuesday it had foiled several attempts by almost 100
migrants to reach Europe via the Mediterranean Sea since the previous day.

Tunisia and Libya are the main points of departure for migrants trying to
reach Europe from Africa. Sea crossing attempts tend to increase during
spring and summer.

Tunisia’s National Guard said it had prevented five maritime crossings and
rescued 80 people, mostly Tunisians and including 35 migrants from sub-
Saharan Africa.
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66 people killed as Sudan floods
continue to tear up homes
Tue, 2022-08-16 23:13

CAIRO: Flash floods triggered by heavy rains continued to tear up homes
across Sudan, an official said Tuesday, with the death toll rising to 66
since the start of the rainy season.

Earlier this week, authorities had said that at least 50 people were killed
since the rains started in June. Brig. Gen. Abdul-Jalil Abdul-Rahim,
spokesman for Sudan’s National Council for Civil Defense, said Tuesday that
at least 28 people were reported injured during the same period.
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