Drone used in bid to smuggle drugs
into Lebanon’s biggest prison

BEIRUT: Security forces in Lebanon have foiled an attempt to use a drone to
smuggle drugs into the central Roumieh Prison.

The administration of the largest prison in Lebanon spotted the drone
hovering over the convicts’ ward several days ago. The General Directorate of
the Internal Security Forces said that a transparent bag containing drugs and
a cell phone had been taped to the drone.

After the drone was seized, it was found to contain 74 narcotic pills, a
white substance, a cell phone containing a SIM card, a USB flash drive and a
pair of earbuds, the ISF said.

UN, Arab development fund agreement to
assist refugees, displaced people in
MENA region

KUWAIT CITY: Officials from the UN refugee agency and Arab Fund for Economic
and Social Development have inked a deal to assist refugees and internally
displaced people throughout the Middle East and North Africa region.

The main aim of the memorandum of understanding will be to promote
cooperation between the UN High Commissioner for Refugees organization and
the development fund in responding to the humanitarian needs of vulnerable
refugees, IDPs, and host communities, the Kuwait News Agency reported on
Thursday.

UN Palestinian refugee chief warns
over lack of donors

AMMAN: The UN agency for Palestinian refugees warned on Thursday that it
faced growing challenges in running its operations as donors were set to
contribute less money this year.

Agency chief Philippe Lazzarini told The Associated Press in an interview
that he plans to make a new appeal for donors after the end of the Islamic
holy month of Ramadan. He said that if “we are constantly struggling
financially, we will become an unreliable partner for the host countries, the
communities, for the refugees, but also for our 30,000 staff.”
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Maronite patriarch, Christian deputies
attend spiritual retreat on Lebanon’s
presidential elections

BEIRUT: A spiritual retreat on Wednesday was attended by Lebanon’s Maronite
Patriarch Bechara Al-Rahi and Christian deputies in a bid to resolve a six-
month stalemate over the election of a new president for the crisis-hit
country.

The gathering in Harissa came as separate meetings between Qatar’s Minister
of State in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Mohammed bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh
Al-Khulaifi and Lebanese officials and political leaders failed to address
the ongoing political vacuum.

Israeli police crackdown at Al-Agsa
raises tensions

RAMALLAH: Tensions were rising in the Palestinian territories on Wednesday
after Israeli police stormed Al-Agsa Mosque at dawn, severely beating and
arresting dozens of worshippers.

Officers reportedly injured about 50 people, destroyed Al-Agsa Medical
Clinic, prevented ambulances from reaching the location to help the injured,
and smashed windows and doors at the mosque.
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