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ISTANBUL: Three opposition MPs in Turkey were expelled from office on
Thursday night and detained on espionage and terrorism charges in a move many
see as being designed to weaken opposition parties ahead of a likely snap
election.

Enis Berberoglu, from the main opposition Republican People’s party (CHP),
and Leyla Guven and Musa Farisiogullari from the pro-Kurdish Peoples’
Democratic Party (HDP) were all expelled, thus losing their parliamentary
immunity. Berberoglu was arrested at his home in Istanbul during the night,
while the two HDP MPs were arrested in the southeastern city of Diyarbakir.

Opposition MPs reportedly chanted slogans calling the ruling government
fascist, “putschist,” and “the enemy of democracy.”

“This is yet another sign that the Islamist-nationalist coalition ruling
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s presidency will harden its authoritarianism
as it continues to lose democratic legitimacy,” Murat Somer, a political
scientist from Koc University in Istanbul, told Arab News. “It tries to kill
three birds with one stone.”

CHP MP Berberoglu, a journalist, was sentenced to five years and 10 months in
prison in 2018 for providing another journalist with footage that appeared to
show that the National Intelligence Agency was providing arms to Syrian
rebels in 2014. His sentence was on hold because of his parliamentary
immunity.

The HDP parliamentarians have been charged with “membership of a terrorist
organization” because of their alleged links to the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK). Earlier this week, the HDP asked for an official probe
into the cost of Turkey’s involvement in the Libyan conflict and urged the
government to focus on dealing with domestic issues.

The government’s increasing crackdown on opposition parties is a result of
its waning power domestically — where it faces an unprecedented economic
crisis and rising unemployment — Somer and others suggest.

According to Somer, the latest arrests are not only an attempt to restrict
democratic opposition by criminalizing it but also to drive a wedge between
pro-Kurdish opposition parties and the rest. They are also a warning to
potential dissidents inside the ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP).

“All this is yet another step in the ongoing struggle between those who want
to consolidate an authoritarian presidential system and a still-divided yet
dynamic opposition (aiming) to revive democracy,” he said.
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The crackdown on the HDP is expected to push the pro-Kurdish party to adopt a
more radical standpoint that could make any electoral alliance difficult to
sell to CHP voters.

Alpay Antmen, an attorney and a CHP MP, said the arrests are intended to
shift people’s focus away from Turkey’s economic turmoil and the fallout from
the COVID-19 pandemic. Members of the main opposition party were about to
launch a campaign across 19 of Turkey’s hardest-hit cities to listen to the
views of local citizens.

“The ruling government tries to restrict the opposition parties’ efforts to
reach out to the citizens and to help them recover (financially). But
whatever they do, it gives us further enthusiasm for our nationwide
projects,” Antmen told Arab News.

Director of Human Rights Watch Turkey Emma Sinclair-Webb also criticized the
move, describing it as “another sign of the relentless assault on elected
opposition parties,” and added that the three lawmakers had been subjected to
“politically motivated trials in which legal activities were criminalized.”
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Egypt agrees on $5.2 bn aid package:
IMF
Fri, 2020-06-05 22:51

WASHINGTON: An IMF team has agreed on a one-year, $5.2 billion financing
package for Egypt to help the country alleviate the economic impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the fund announced Friday.
The IMF board must still approve the financing from the fund’s Rapid
Financing Instrument (RFI), which allows nations to circumvent the lengthy
negotiations usually needed to secure a full economic assistance program –
time most countries do not have as they struggle to cope with the coronavirus
crisis.
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Houthis accused of leaving thousands
of Yemenis to die from COVID-19
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Thu, 2020-06-04 23:47

LONDON: The Houthis are leaving thousands of Yemeni COVID-19 patients in
Sanaa and other areas under their control to die of the disease, the
country’s information minister said on Thursday.
With its health services decimated by years of conflict, experts have warned
that Yemen could face one of the worst outbreaks of the coronavirus disease.
The Iran-backed Houthis have been accused of covering up the extent of the
outbreak in the territory under its control and of hampering aid operations.
Yemeni citizens who have the virus or are suspected of having it are staying
at home out of fear they will be killed in hospital by “lethal injections”
administered by Houthis, Information Minister Moammar Al-Eryani said. 
Meanwhile, the Houthis have set up a field hospital in Sanaa’s Movenpick
Hotel for its leaders and members who have the coronavirus. The militia have
equipped the facility with respirators and medical equipment. 
They are also monopolising graves for their members in Sanaa’s city center,
Al-Eryani said.
Field reports obtained by the Yemeni authorities reveal that hundreds of
citizens have died from the coronavirus and thousands have been infected with
it, Al-Eryani said.
He called on the United Nations, the World Health Organization and the
international community to condemn these crimes and pressure the Houthis to
be transparent about the spread of the disease.
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AMMAN: Syria state media said Thursday Israeli jets flying over Lebanon hit
military targets in northwestern Hama province causing only material damage,
in Israel’s latest escalation of raids in the last few months.
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Earlier state media said Syrian army air defenses thwarted an unidentified
missile attack on a city in northwestern Hama province, state media said on
Thursday.
The news flash on state television said the missiles hit the outskirts of
Misyaf city. Israel has in the last two months stepped up its strikes on
suspected Iranian targets inside Syria.
Asked about the missile attack, an Israeli military spokeswoman declined
comment.
Western intelligence sources said Israel had escalated raids in Syria at a
time when world is distracted by the coronavirus pandemic.
Iranian-backed militias have long been entrenched near Misyaf where they have
bases, part of a growing presence across government-controlled Syria, they
added.
Israel has acknowledged it has conducted many raids inside Syria since the
start of the civil war in 2011 where it views Iranian presence as a strategic
threat.
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CAIRO: Hotels in Egypt have implemented government safety regulations which
include having an on-site clinic with resident doctor, regular temperature
checks of guests and a quarantine area, as they try to attract domestic
tourists, hotel officials said.
Egypt suspended international flights in March and shut down restaurants,
hotels and cafes in order to combat the pandemic, which has cost its tourist
sector an estimated $1 billion per month.
Tourism accounts for about 12%-15% of gross domestic product.
Although airports remain closed to all but domestic and repatriation flights,
99 hotels have been allowed to reopen at a quarter of their usual capacity if
they met strict health and safety protocols.
Guests must be registered online and workers have to undergo rapid
coronavirus tests when entering resorts, while a hotel floor or small
building must be assigned as a quarantine area for positive or suspected
coronavirus cases.
As of June, hotels certified as meeting regulations have been allowed to run
at maximum 50% capacity.
“They have sanitized my bag. I have also done the key-less check in, which is
the first time this has happened and the first time I see this,” said Hossam
Ragaie, a guest at the Conrad luxury hotel in Cairo.
Large events and buffets have been banned, said Karim Helmy, general manager
of the Hilton King’s Ranch hotel in the Mediterranean city of Alexandria.
Nevine Hamdy, who used to be a regular guest at the hotel before the
pandemic, returned with her family to spend a few nights.
“From the very start at the gate, the workers are wearing masks and gloves.
There is no close interaction… They are taking the highest precautionary
measures,” she said.
Egypt has reported 29,767 coronavirus cases as of Thursday including 1,126
deaths.
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